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 PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 

Tom McCormick 
President’s Address for January 2012 

 
Greetings, it’s time to look ahead to the New Year of 2012. Thank you, to all of 

the club members at the last meeting for electing me AGMC President for 2012. 

Please give a great big thank you to Elaine O’Donley for serving as AGMC 

President the past two years. I look forward to the opportunities and challenges 

we face every year. 

 

 Here is just a quick reminder for those who have not renewed their membership 

yet for 2012. After the January General Meeting the renewals will cost $5.00 

more. 

 

I will be setting up my address list for emailing club announcements and news 

and I will be using the new 2012 member roster for the list of email addresses. 

Please be sure your email address is correct on the roster. You can check it on 

our club web site. 

 

Right now it is looking like we may have five shows besides our own. There will 

be two AKS shows where we demonstrate and have some classes. Usually we 

have two Intergem shows in Dallas; however, a new one has been added for Fort 

Worth. The dates for that show will be January 13, 14 and 15. We have not 

received information yet about whether we will be able participate like we do in 

Dallas. 

 

Please note the AGMC Club building will be closed from December 23 until the 

New Year’s Day party January 1, 2012. 

 

AGMC will have the annual New Year’s Day gathering on Sunday January 1, 

2012 starting at 5:00 pm. This is a casual affair and please feel free to bring 

some leftovers to share with everyone.  Feel free to bring board games, cribbage, 

or whatever. 

 
As has been stated may times before AGMC is a volunteer organization and all 

of our success is because of the members that volunteer to help with chores, 

donate their skills such as instructors and supervisors. Please help continue that 

tradition so we can continue our success story. 

 

(Cont.’ page 3) 

mailto:webmaster@agemclub.com
http://www.agemclub.org/
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
 

ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Tom McCormick 

Secretary                   Sue Poarch 
Treasurer - Finance                  Stephen Bennett 

1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 

2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 Carl Wells 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Bob Boyd 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Torre Quinn 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 

 

 

APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Donations Chairman )                Dale Miller 

Newsletter (The Hound’s Tale) Editor                Kathy Lawrence 

Show Chairperson                              Jack Spinks 
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 

Membership Chairperson                 Karen Cessna 

 
 

APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 

Library Chairperson    Susan Hale 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 

Building Chairperson    Mike Armstrong 

Grounds Chairperson    Vacant 
Grounds assistant    Vacant 

Hospitality Chairperson   Leslye Wilkes 

Welcome Chairperson    Vacant 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 

Telephone calling Chairperson   Elaine Berry 

Educational Outreach – School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 

Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 

Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Newsletter Mailing Chairperson   Denise Lands 

 

THE HOUND’S TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 

 

ADS AND ARTICLES 

Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 

be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 

 

Send ads and articles to Kathy Lawrence at our web site: 

http://www.agemclub.org, click on “CONTACTS” (upper right), then, on 

the next page click on “Hound’s Tale Editor” (bottom center) 

 

Deadline date for ads and articles 

is the 15
th

 of the month. 

 

Arlie The Rockhound Says: 

Please Abide By Our AGMC Club Usage Policy 

 

 

1. Only those members in good standing may take 

classes or use the Club’s assets. 

2. No Club assets or equipment may be used 

except as follows: 

Shop equipment may be used only when a shop 

supervisor is present.  Class equipment may be 

used only under the supervision of the instructor 

of the class for which that equipment is required. 

3. Class instructors and shop supervisors are the 

authority for activities during their class or shop 

time, respectively.  This includes, but is not 

limited to, the presence of non-class members. 

4. Classes, workshops, and labs must be scheduled 

through the 1
st
 Vice President.  Open Shop time 

is scheduled by the Lapidary Chairman. 

5. Class fees are due and payable in full at the first 

class for all classes in a multi-week course.  

Refunds are at the discretion of the instructor. 

6. Classes and workshops must have a minimum of 

2 students, plus the instructor.  Classes failing to 

meet the minimum may be cancelled or 

rescheduled at the discretion of the 1
st
 Vice 

President. 

 

 

Unless otherwise noted, permission granted for non-commercial reproduction of articles 

provided they remain essentially intact and credit is given to the author and original source. 

Where noted, the author retains the copyright and must be contacted for permission to 

reproduce the article. All articles may also be used as reference provided citation is given. 

January 2012 issue of The Hounds Tale, Kathy Lawrence, Editor. 

http://www.agmclub.org/
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(Presidents address cont.’ from page 1) 

 
I received the 2012 William Holland School of Lapidary 

Arts schedule of classes and it is posted on their website. 

The classes are excellent. Lois and I have already received 

confirmation for our application for two weeks in May. If 

you are interested you can get all the information about the 

William Holland School at the following website: 

http://lapidaryschool.org/ 

Our annual Christmas Party was held Saturday December 

17, 2011. All of the members present shared a time of 

holiday fellowship and were able to partake of very good 

food. There were about 70 club members and families in 

attendance. The installation of 2012 AGMC Officers was 

performed with all current officers continuing with the 

exception of the office of president.  The announcement of 

this year’s Lifetime Members was presented by Frank 

Krystinik. The nominating committee was chaired by Errol 

Faeth and included lifetime members Alec Gallia, Frances 

Johnson, and Frank & Charlotte Krystinik. The lifetime 

awards were made to Mike and Mumtaz Knuth. 

The January program will be presented by David Harper 

who will be showing and discussing his collection of local 

fossils. 

I wish the membership a safe, healthy and prosperous New 

Year. 

Tom McCormick 

 

 
 

ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB 
 

ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB 

 

Date: Dec 6, 2011, General Meeting Minutes 

 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President 

Elaine O’Donley at 7:30 pm. 

 

Secretary’s Report: Sue Poarch 

The minutes from last month were posted in the Hound’s 

Tale and on the bulletin board. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Steve Bennett  

Steve reported on the bank balances and the CD balances. 

Classes:    Emie Stewart:  

Fendol Chiles is teaching “Alternative Metals” on Saturday, 

Dec 10 @ 1pm.  He will send an email to the students with 

the details. 

 

The Beginning silversmithing class starts January 9 with 

Jack Spinks instructing.  Emie is happy to announce that 

the club is now able to accommodate people in this class 

without a two-year wait time.   

 

Advanced glass – “An Introduction to slumping and draping 

glass” starts Sunday, January 8.  Sue Poarch instructor. 

 
Intermediate silversmithing begins January 11 – Andy 

Weinzapfel is the instructor. 

 
Advanced silversmithing starts January 13 – Emie Stewart is 

the instructor.   

 
There will be no Tuesday night cabbing class during 

December or January. 

 
The “Making It” discussion group will resume January 22.  

 

Programs:   Carl Wells 

Tonight Andy Weinzapfel is presenting “An Introduction 

to the Science and Art of Successful Prospecting”. 

 
The January program will be presented by David Harper.  

He has a great collection of local fossils and will be both 

showing and talking about his collection. 

 
February – Pending confirmation. 

 

March – Russell Ferrel is the author of a new book with the 

longest title – “Acrocanthosaurus The Bones of Contention , 
The True Story of Cephis Hall and Sid Love The Arkansas 

Hillbilly and the Choctaw Indian Who Outsmarted the 

Corporation and Saved the Dinosaur”. 

 
Tony Cragg is a sculpture using an artificial material that is 

“greener” than epoxy.  He has an exhibit at the Dallas 

Nasher Sculpture Center from now until January 8.  He also 

has taken thin slabs of wood and built them up to where they 

are huge.  He then sculpts on these slabs. 

 
Carl asked for a show of hands of the number of people who 

would be interested in electroplating as a program.  Due to a 

positive response, as well as a request for a class, Carl will 

investigate further. 

 

Field Trips: Bob Boyd  

 
This weekend is the McGregor field trip.  There is a flyer on 

the bulletin board.  It’s a roadside hunt turritella in 

limestone.  This material takes a good polish.   

 

Juniors – Torre Quinn 

The juniors will make kaleidoscopes in December.  

.   

Delegate at Large – Ray Wilkes 

Please sign up for helping set up for the Christmas party.  

Setup will be done on Thursday, December 15th starting at 

http://lapidaryschool.org/
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1pm.  The Christmas party is scheduled for Saturday, 

December 17.    

Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand 

Not here, but she sent the information to Dale Miller.  Marge 

sent get well cards to: 

Fendol Chiles, Kathy and Don Lawrence, 

Karen Cessna, Buddy Ferguson will be having by-pass 

surgery on December 14.  He is asking everyone keep him in 

his prayers.   

 

Newsletter – Kathy Lawrence (agmceditor@yahoo.com or 

the link on the AGMC Web Page) 

Please keep the articles coming. 

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15
th

 of the month. 

The president asked that she add information about parking 

in the mosque lot for the monthly meetings.  

 

Show Report:    Jack Spinks 

Jack is not here but Beth reported that while they have the 

contract for Arlington, they continue to look at other options.  

 

Hospitality –   Leslye Wilkes 

Thanks for the great turnout of food tonight. 

Please keep it coming 

 
There is a Christmas party list for bringing food.  The club 

will provide the meat, but sides and desserts are needed.  If 

you are coming, you must bring food.  The party is Saturday, 

December 17.  There will be a gift exchange.  If you wish to 

participate bring a gift, $10 maximum.  Women bring a 

woman’s gift; men bring a man’s gift.  Please come assist 

setup for the party on December 15 at  1pm.  The setup will 

remain for the New Years Day party.  After that, Mike 

Armstrong will take down the decorations.  

 

Membership:   Karen Cessna 

Not present.   

 

You can download a membership renewal form from the 

web site.  Then fill it in and mail with your check to AGMC 

PO Box 986.  Do not put it in the mail-boxes on the AGMC 

site.   

 

Past President:   Dale Miller 

Had a donation from Emie Stewart of two books: 

“Making Bead and Wire Jewelry” 

“Moods in Wire” 

The books are in the library. 

Dale has a get well card for Buddy Ferguson for everyone to 

sign.  She will mail it to him.  

 

Lapidary:   Don Lawrence 

Don will start the lapidary workshop at 7 am on the second 

and fourth Saturdays in December. 

Building Manager:   Mike Armstrong 

The roof leak has been fixed again. 

Mike has two bids for running an electrical wire out to the 

gate.  In the meantime, Elaine contacted Larry who installed 

the fence and gate.  Larry is to replace the circuit board.  

Mike will have to replace the lock in order to get an extra 

key. 

 

Elaine has information on the cooling system.  It was very 

cold during the Repousse class.  Mike sets the thermostats 

but people change the settings, which ruins the adjustments 

in the building.  Mike may need to revisit installing cages 

over the thermostats.  

Elaine gave Mike the bids from Stark AC as she is leaving 

office. 

 

Old Business:  none 

New Business:   none 

 

Visitors and/or new members:  

Guest - Lynn Mathews  

New members: Val Babincaux, Sharon Babincaux, Alice 

Bryant, Judybelle Moates 

Anastia Chaparro, Mary Wilson and 

Bill Anderson 

 

76 members were present at the meeting. 

 

Drawings/Raffle: 

Name Badge/Sign In:  

Gerald Pennington – ocean glass 

Wayne Detien - Jasper 

 

Raffle: 

Linda Main – belt buckle with a petrified cabochon 

Val Babincaux - slab 

 

Announcements:  

William Holland School of Lapidary Arts is now taking 

applications.  A catalog will be posted on the bulletin board.  

Check  

 

AKS show be the February 24 – 26 at the Grapevine 

Convention Center (parking is free).  We will need a 

coordinator and people to demonstrate.   

 

The Benhams held a very successful class in chasing and 

Repousse.  They want to return in the spring for an advanced 

class, and in the fall for another beginner class.  The expense 

is high and Elaine is willing to set up a lay away set-up if 

anyone is interested.  The Benhams are also willing to teach 

intarsia and gem stone carving.   If anyone is interested, 

please email Elaine.  

 

IGEM will be having a Fort Worth show January 13 – 15.  

They have not decided whether Arlington will be allowed to 

drape tables or not.  They will contact Dale Miller when they 

make a decision. This will be at the Fort Worth Convention 

mailto:agmceditor@yahoo.com
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Center.  They will still be having a show in Dallas and we 

will be participating in the Dallas show.  

 

Emie Stewart, Karen Cessna and Ray Wilkes were the 

nominating committee for the officers for 2012.  She is 

presenting the slate of nominated officers for 2012.  The 

committee nominates Tom McCormick to be president for 

2012 with the other officers continuing for an additional 

year.  The 2012 first vice president would be Emie Stewart; 

second vice president - Carl Wells, third vice president -- 

Bob Boyd: fourth vice president -- Torre Quinn; secretary -- 

Sue Poarch and the treasurer -- Steven Bennet.  This insures 

continuity on the board. The floor was then opened for 

additional nominations.  No floor nominations were made.  

Dale Miller made a motion that the nominations from the 

committee be accepted by acclamation.  The motion was 

seconded and the vote passed. 

 

The club has to nominate the officer at large.  This is the 

person to whom a member will go to with 

problems/concerns regarding the club. The officer at large 

then brings the problem to the board or the appropriate 

person.  During 2011 Ray Wilkes was the Officer at Large.  

He is willing to continue unless someone else is interested.  

No one nominated anyone else.  Don Lawrence nominated 

Ray Wilkes. Ray was voted in for a second term.   

 

Program: 

Andy Weinzaphel - “Introduction to the Science and Art of 

Successful Prospecting”. 

 

The Meeting Adjourned at approximately 9:45 pm. 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Sue Poarch 

Secretary AGMC

 

 

“Fire Ice” or Methane Clathrate (Hydrate) 

by Zeb William Rike, III, Pine Country Gem & Mineral 

Society 

From: The Pineywoods Rooter, 9/2010 

(9
th

 Place – AFMS Original Adult Articles) 

 

We have seen pictures on TV of the 'ice' crystals forming 

around the blown-out BP well in the Gulf. (1) We may have 

wondered why ice formed there when the water had not been 

freezing previously. Simply because it is not ice but 'fire ice', 

'methane ice', or 'methane clathrate (hydrate)', a combination 

of water and methane (natural gas) which forms under certain 

conditions of pressure and temperature, with water molecules 

in a crystal lattice forming 'cages' which trap the methane. It is 

surprisingly common, being a larger reservoir of natural gas 

than the more conventional gas deposits. (2)  

 

PROPERTIES  

Methane clathrate is an icy looking solid, about 0.9X the 

density of water, contains 1 mole of methane for 5.75 mole of 

water (13.4% methane by weight) and will melt to give off ice 

water and burn with a typical looking natural gas flame. One 

cubic foot of the solid contains enough methane to give 168 

cubic feet of gas at standard temperature and pressure. The gas 

can be liberated by reducing pressure and/or adding heat.  

 

SOURCE, FORMATION  

The hydrate forms any time methane reaches water at 

sufficiently high pressure and low temperature and is a 

common constituent of marine sediment. It is typically found 

on the continental shelves in the depth range of 300-500 

meters where the bottom water temperature is around 2°C. 

Some deposits are found in shallow sandstone layers (less than 

1000 meters) on land in Alaska and Siberia where the surface  

 

 

 

 

 

temperature is around 0°C.  

 

Marine deposits are formed by either of two processes (or a 

combination of the two) and are distinguishable by the 
13

C/
12

 

isotopic ratio. Some are formed by microbial reduction of C02 

(from carbonate rocks) and are isotopically light; the methane 

in these is formed in-situ as indicated by the isotope ratio 

being the same in the clathrate and in the dissolved methane. 

In other deposits, the carbon in the methane is isotopically 

heavy as a result of having been produced by geological 

heating of deeply buried petroleum (and other organic 

residues) with 'cracking* of the higher hydro-carbons. The 

methane migrates upward through geological faults until it 

reaches conditions where the solid hydrate forms. In either 

case, the hydrate typically acts as a cap and traps gaseous 

methane below.  

 

RESOURCES  

Recent estimates are that the global oceanic inventory of 

methane clathrate corresponds to 500-3500 giga-tons (a giga-

ton is one billion tons) of carbon, smaller than the estimated 

5000 giga-tons of total other fossil fuels, but greatly larger 

than the estimated 230 giga-tons for other natural gas reserves. 

The permafrost reservoir in the Arctic has been estimated as 

400 giga-tons. Some natural gas has been produced from 

methane hydrate deposits but in general, most are too scattered 

to make it feasible to recover the gas.  

 

GREENHOUSE EFFECT (3-5)  

The "greenhouse effect" is a well-established fact; it has been 

known since early in the 20th century that that the surface of 

the earth is much warmer than it would be without water 

vapor, carbon dioxide (C02), methane, nitrous oxide and ozone 
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in the atmosphere, with the estimate now being some 59°F. 

These gases absorb and trap some of the heat from the sun like 

glass in a greenhouse, making the earth warmer. The planet 

Venus is almost a twin of the Earth except that it has an 

atmosphere containing over 96% carbon dioxide and an 

atmospheric pressure 90 times ours, and a surface temperature 

of 860°F because of a run-away greenhouse effect. (The Earth 

has this much CO2 but it is tied up in limestone.)  

 

There has been concern about the increasing concentration of 

carbon dioxide in the air as a result of the burning of fossil 

fuels. This increase seems to be correlated with global 

warming, which is reasonable. How much of the warming is 

caused by human activities is not known. The pre-industrial 

concentration of C02 was about 280ppm  

(ice core data shows it was 260-280 since the end of the last 

ice age about 10,000 years ago), while the current level is 

about 388. More alarming than this is the increase in 

concentration of methane from 700ppb to 1800ppb today, the 

highest in the past 400,000 years, particularly since methane is 

a MUCH MORE potent greenhouse gas than C02.  

 

Molecule per molecule, methane is about 80 times more 

potent a greenhouse gas than C02 but present in much lower 

concentrations. With global warming, methane emissions will 

likely increase from decomposition of the hydrate, increased 

bacterial generation from organic materials in swamps and 

bogs, and other sources.  

 

THE "CLATHRATE GUN" (6)  

When you pull the trigger on a gun and the firing pin strikes 

the primer, there is no way to stop the firing. Similarly there 

have been some doomsday predictions that at some critical 

point in global warming, the deposits of methane hydrate will 

begin to decompose, leading to more rapid temperature rise, 

more rapid decomposition of still more methane hydrate and a 

run-away heating. Indeed, methane hydrate in arctic 

permafrost is now decomposing and releasing methane with 

measurably higher methane in the Arctic atmosphere than the 

global average. The worst-case predictions have postulated 

that a run-away global warming might happen within the span 

of a human lifetime. A more realistic time scale seems to be 

1000-10,000 years, just a blink of the eye in geological time. 

And there is good indication that ocean warming or sea level 

lowering may have triggered a number of rapid methane 

clathrate decompositions, which resulted in heating of the 

oceans enough to cause mass extinctions, particularly the one 

at the end of the Permian when 96% of the marine species 

became extinct.  

 

FOOTNOTES  

1. The blow-out itself was a result of formation of methane 

clathrate in the well bore, which flowed upward with drilling 

mud until the pressure was lower and then it began to 

decompose to gas, which blew the mud out, resulting in a 

lower pressure and more rapid run-away decomposition. The 

failure of the first attempt to cap the well was also a result of 

formation of methane hydrate in the cap and its floating out of 

place.(1)  

 

2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methane_clathrate   

 

3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse_gas   

 

4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methane  

 

5. http://ircamera.as.ari20na.edu/NatScil02/lectures/venus.htm   

 

6. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clathrate_gun_hypothesis

 

  
 
Bench Tips by Brad Smith 
 

 

SHARP  KNIVES  FOR  CUTTING  MOLDS 

 

Cutting molds is easier and more precise with a sharp 

blade.  A new Xacto blade is sufficient for cutting RTV 

molds but is usually not sharp enough for vulcanized 

rubber.  For that it's best to use scalpel blades available from 

most jewelry supply companies.  The #11 blade is triangle 

shaped, and the #12 is hawksbill shaped.  I find the 

hawksbill is particularly nice for cutting the registration keys  

of the mold. 

 

----------------- 

 

USE  YOUR  THUMB 

 

When using multiple bits in your Foredom, you often have 

to deal with several different shaft sizes - the usual 3/32 inch 

burs, the larger 1/8 inch shafts sizes and of course many 

different drill sizes. For some reason I really dislike having 

to turn the key multiple times to open or close the jaws of 

the hand piece chuck. 

 

There's nothing you can do to avoid multiple key turns when 

opening up the jaws, but there's a neat trick to close the jaws 

around a smaller shaft.  Hold the new bit in the center of the 

open chuck jaws, put your thumb lightly onto the outer 

toothed collar of the chuck, and gently start up the Foredom. 

As the chuck turns, it will naturally tighten the jaws around 

the shaft of the bit.  Then all you have to do is a final 

tightening with the key. 

 

More BenchTips by Brad Smith are at 

 groups.yahoo.com/group/BenchTips/ 

 or facebook.com/BenchTips 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methane_clathrate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse_gas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methane
http://ircamera.as.ari20na.edu/NatScil02/lectures/venus.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clathrate_gun_hypothesis
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January 
FEEDING PEBBLE PUPS 

 by Nora Wells 

 

The latest science programs are saying that life didn’t 

originate on Earth, but came from outer space. I am sure 

Genesis was written to tell WHO (God) did WHAT  

(created), and since it was God we are not to put limitations 

on HOW, but I’m having a hard time accepting life by 

meteorite. Still, this might be a good time to teach your 

Pebble Pup how life is dependent on rocks, specifically 

minerals. 

 Our area is totally fossils, many from shallow seas. These 

were little creatures who had their bones (shells) on the 

outside of their bodies, while we have ours on the inside. 

Our bones and teeth are largely made of calcium, which is 

why parents tell their kids to “drink your milk!” Our bodies 

also need iron to stay healthy. Iron is an ore mined in 

Minnesota. Iron is what makes the soil red in Oklahoma and 

part of the complicated system that makes your blood red if 

you skin your knee. 

 

 Before your Pup tells you they’re not going to go out and 

eat dirt you will want to point out that the foods we eat come 

from plants that get minerals from the soil (which is ground 

up rock.) And animals like cows get minerals from the  

grass which goes into milk and meat. We wouldn’t do well 

with St. Augustine or Bermuda grass, but we eat corn, rice, 

rye and wheat, which are also kinds of grass. So now that 

you’ve looked at samples, or pictures, of iron and calcium  

you can flex your muscles, tap your teeth and proclaim “life 

is only possible as a rockhound!” 

  

Happy Sharing 

 

 
 

 

Reflections of a one year AGMC member – by Libby Cole 

 

As 2011 comes to a close I think back to when I first came to know about AGMC. It was at the 2010 Intergem Show. I passed the 

booth and saw Alec busy with his faceting machine. I had no idea at the time that this is the process to create a beautiful gemstone. 

I saw Jack Spinks and Susan Hale demonstrating their work and became inquisitive about what the club had to offer.  

 

That was the beginning of a wonderful relationship with this organization. From that point I was captured and wanted to know 

more. Luckily for me, the monthly club meeting was the following week and while I arrived late and somewhat flustered I 

promptly joined the club that night and am so glad I did.  

 

My experience here as a new member at the club has been highly rewarding and I have made some lasting friendships along the 

way. As a beginning silver smith my journey continues and it is comforting to know that the things I stumble on are shared 

learning experiences with my fellow class mates. It’s so much fun to watch others growing creatively and the sharing of 

knowledge is endless.  

 

The programs are always informative, fun and the more seasoned members and “lifers” are quick to share their wisdom on 

whatever it is I am asking about. There is a strong sense of family in this club, and I feel like I belong and am thankful to be a part. 

 

From volunteering/shows to hearing the monthly programs down to participating in a workshop or lab, AGMC has the perfect 

formula for anyone who seeks being part of a truly family oriented organization built on a shared love of our geological wonders.  

 

My hats off to this amazing group of people, and once more I am so grateful to be a part of it and look forward to many more years 

of membership starting with last week’s membership renewal for 2012 – thank you!  
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January Class Report, by Emie Stewart 
 

 

Special Workshops:   Sue Poarch will be teaching an 

advanced glass class on slumping and draping, beginning 

Sunday, Jan. 8.  Students must have already had beginning 

glass. 

 

Making It Discussion Group:  The Group will meet on 

Sunday, January 22, from 3 – 5 p.m.  We will be discussing 

displays and presentation.  The group is open to all club 

members interested in selling their work.  We provide a 

nurturing and supportive environment along with lots of 

useful information, so bring a snack to share and come join 

us.   

 

Beginning Silversmithing:  A new beginning silversmithing 

class will be offered on Monday nights, starting on Jan. 9.  

The instructor is Jack Spinks, and  the class is currently full.  

We anticipate offering another beginning class sometime 

this summer.  

 

Advanced Silversmithing:  A new advanced silversmithing 

class will be offered on Friday nights, beginning Jan. 13.  

The instructor is Emie Stewart.  There may still be space in 

the class for those who completed the club’s former 

silversmithing curriculum under Sam Howeth.  Please 

contact Emie Stewart at schueler@flash.net for further 

information. 

 

Class Postings:  Signup sheets for classes and workshops 

are posted on the hallway bulletin board at the clubhouse at 

7:00 PM on the 1
st
 Tuesday night of each month.  They are 

usually posted a month before the class is scheduled to 

begin.  Only current members, who have paid their 

membership fee, may sign up.  The class schedule is 

published in the club’s newsletter, available via email from 

the President and on the club’s website at 

www.agemclub.org.  When you sign up, please include your 

phone number and email in case the instructor needs to 

contact you.  Also, please note the club’s no show policy, set 

forth below and on each signup sheet. 

 

Thank You:  Many thanks to those folks who continually 

step up to teach.  While other clubs are dying on the vine, 

AGMC continues to experience robust growth, due primarily 

to active members just like you.  If you are interested in 

teaching a class or workshop, please contact Emie Stewart at 

schueler@flash.net.  Thank you for the generous gift of your 

time and talent.   

 

AGMC Facebook Page:  The club’s Facebook page has 

over 137 fans!  Visit the page regularly to see what’s new.   

No Shows:  If you sign up for a class and are unable to 

attend, you must let the instructor know before the class date 

so that they can offer your slot to someone on the waiting 

list.  Failure to do so may cause you to be listed as a “no 

show.”  Club policy is that no-shows will be wait-listed for 

future classes at the instructor’s discretion.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes to Remember!! 
 

January 1
st
 party at clubhouse, 5:00 pm, snacks and left overs are 

welcome. Come play some games. 

 

Remember Avoid paying $5.00 more on dues by renewing before or 

during the January General Meeting? 

 

Parking is available at the Mosque; please use this parking during the 

General Meetings.  You may enter The Mosque parking lot either off 

of Gibbons, or off of The Road to Six Flags. 

 

General Meeting – Tuesday, January 3, 2012(bring a dish to share) 

 

 

mailto:schueler@flash.net
http://www.agemclub.org/
mailto:schueler@flash.net
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UP COMING SHOWS  

 

Jan 1-31 Quartzite, AZ Wholesale and retail show, Desert gardens RV Park – free admission.  

 

January 13 – 15, Fort Worth, Tx, Fort Worth Convention Center,  IGEM 

 

Jan 21-22 Fredericksburg, TX Lady Bird Johnson Park, Pioneer Pavilion 1606 S Hwy 16, Fredericksburg, TX. Free 

Admission  

 

Jan 27-29 Tyler, TX East Texas Gem & Mineral Society, Rose Garden Center, 420 Rose Park Dr.,  Adults $3, 

Students $1.  

 

Jan 26 – Feb 12 Tucson, AZ Various dates for shows all over town! If you have never been, consider attending – 

Tucson will blow your mind!!!  

 

Feb 18-19 Georgetown, TX Williamson CO Gem & Mineral Society San Gabriel Park, Adults $2, Students $1.  

 

Feb 24-25  Grapevine, Tx , AKS Show,   Grapevine Convention Center, Parking is free. 

 

Feb 25-26 Pasadena, TX Clear Lake Gem & Mineral Show, Pasadena Convention Center, 7902 Fairmont Pkwy. 

Adults $5, Students $1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lapidary Calendar for January 2012 
  

1/5/2012 - 1st Thursday - Jeremy Dubhros (7:30pm - 9:30pm) 

1/7/2012 - 1st Saturday – Ray Wilkes (9:00am – Noon) 

 

1/10/2012 – 2nd Tuesday – Steve Bennet (9:00am - Noon) 

1/12/2012 - 2nd Thursday – Barbara Maloney (7:00pm - 9:00pm) 

1/14/2012 - 2nd Saturday – Don Lawrence (7:00 am - Noon) 

 

1/17/2012 - 3rd Tuesday – (Free Tuesday) Bob Boyd (7:00pm - 9:00pm) 

1/19/2012 - 3rd Thursday – Don Whitney (7:00pm - 9:00pm) 

1/21/2012 - 3rd Saturday – Dale Miller (9:00am – Noon) 

 

1/26/2012 - 4th Thursday – Don Lawrence (7:00pm - 9:00pm) 

1/28/2012 - 4th Saturday – Don Lawrence (7:00 am - Noon) 
 



January 2012                       THE HOUND’S TALE                                                    11 
 

AGMC January Class Schedule 

 
            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGMC Tentative February Class Schedule 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Workshops: 

TBD 

 

 

Cab Class: 
1

st
 Saturday, 1 – 4 PM  

Instructor:  Ray Wilkes 

 

2
nd

 Tuesday, 7 – 10 PM 

Instructor:  Stephen Bennett 

 

4
th

 Saturday, 1 – 4 PM  

Instructor:  Barbara Maloney 

 

Wirewrapping 
1st Saturday,  9 – noon 

Instructor:  Bobbie Wilson 

 
Chainmaking & Wire Jewelry 

3
rd

 Thursday, 7 – 9 PM 

Instructor: Ann Abate 

 

 

 

Special Workshops: 

Advanced Glass:  Slumping and 

Draping 

1
st
 and 3

rd
 Sundays, beginning Jan. 8, for 5 

weeks 

Instructor:  Sue Poarch 

 

 

ONGOING CLASSES: 
 

Faceting 

Wednesdays, 7 – 9 PM 

Instructor:  Mike Knuth/Elaine 

O’Donley/Frank Krystinik 

 

Glass Fusing:  Beginning 

1
st
 & 3

rd
 Saturdays, 1 – 4 PM  

Instructor:  Lois McCormick 

 

Glass Fusing:  Beginning    

2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Tuesdays, 7 – 10 PM 

Instructor:  Karen Cessna 

 

 

 

Silversmithing 

Beginning Silversmithing CLOSED 

Mondays, 7 - 10 PM, starting Jan. 9 

Instructor:  Jack Spinks 

 

Intermediate Silversmithing  

CLOSED 

Wednesdays, 7 – 10 PM 

Instructor:  Rotating 

 

Advanced Silversmithing  CLOSED 

Fridays, 7 – 10 PM  

Instructor:  Emie Stewart 

 

Silversmithing Lab 
3

rd
 Saturday, 9 – noon 

Instructor:  Rotating 

 

 

 

Faceting 

Wednesdays, 7 – 9 PM 

Instructor:  Mike Knuth/Elaine 

O’Donley/Frank Krystinik 

 

 

Faceting 

Wednesdays, 7 – 9 PM 

Instructor:  Mike Knuth/Elaine 

O’Donley/Frank Krystinik 

 

Glass Fusing:  Beginning   

2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Tuesdays, 7 – 10 PM 

Instructor:  Karen Cessna 

 

Glass Fusing:  Beginning   

1
st
 & 3

rd
 Saturdays, 1 – 4 PM  

Instructor:  Lois McCormick 

 

 

 

Silversmithing 

Beginning Silversmithing  

Mondays, 7 – 10 PM  

Instructor:  Jack Spinks 

 

Intermediate Silversmithing  CLOSED 

Wednesdays, 7 – 10 PM 

Instructor:  Rotating  

 

Advanced Silversmithing CLOSED 

Fridays, 7 – 10 PM  

Instructor:  Emie Stewart 

 

Silversmithing Lab 
3

rd
 Saturday, 9 - noon 

Instructor:  Rotating 

 

 

Cab Class 

1
st
 Saturday, 1 – 4 PM Cancelled for 

holidays  
Instructor:  Ray Wilkes 

 

2
nd

 Tuesday, 7 – 10 PM   

Instructor:  Stephen Bennett  Cancelled 

for January 
 

4
th

 Saturday, 1 – 4 PM   

Instructor:  Barbara Maloney 

 

Wirewrapping 
1st Saturday, 9 – noon 

Instructor:  Bobbi Wilson 

 

Chainmaking & Wire Jewelry 

3rd Thursday, 7 – 9 PM 

Instructor: Ann Abate 

 


