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PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Elaine OôDonley 
If you were at the April 6 AGMC General Meeting, then you are aware 
that membership UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED the FENCE 
PROPOSAL.  Many Thanks to Members of the Long Range Planning 
Committee, made up of all your active Past Presidents, Dale Miller, 
Rick Litsinger, Delbert Speed, Joyce Speed, Harold Hoskison, for their 
assistance and guidance, in putting together the fence proposal, and to 
Past Presidents, Hal Huey and Jim Howie, who were not able to attend, 
but gave their hardiest approval, and to David Abbott, whose critiquing 
was very helpful.  The fence is just one safety measure to be put in place 
this year.  
 
We now have a keypad on the front door of our clubhouse. Your code is 
already e-mailed to you for this year.  A supervisor or teacher must 
unlock the door first.  Only then can you punch in the code on the 
keypad to open the door. It is absolutely necessary to make sure the 
OUTSIDE HANDLE is in the HORIZONTAL POSITION before 
letting the door close itself. The door will then lock behind you in 30 
seconds.   We expect some glitches at first, so if all else fails, teachers 
and supervisors can open the eastside door, and you can always ring the 
bell as youôve been doing.  Using this same code, a similar keypad will 
be used to gain entry through the gate when it is fully operational.  We 
will keep the gate open for ½ hour after classes start, and during the 
entire course of the General Meetings and special events.  
 
AGMC IS INVITED TO PARTICIPATE AT THE AKS GEM, 
JEWELRY & BEAD SHOW in Grapevine, Texas... We will need 
volunteers to demonstrate their skills. AKS specifically asked for 
someone to demonstrate beading.  The show will take place August 13, 
14 & 15 at the Grapevine Convention Center.  This is an excellent 
chance for AGMC to acquaint the Grapevine ï Southlake area with our 
organization and advertise our upcoming club show in September. Club 
Members will get in free if they are wearing their club badge, but if you 
can participate, please e-mail me at president@agemclub.org.  Sign-up 
sheets for this event will be located on the Past Presidentsô Table, at the 
May General Meeting. 
   
Continued on page 3 

http://www.agemclub.org
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EDITORôS CORNER 
Mike Hartz 

 
What to do to submit that article?  Itôs simple.  Send it to 
me agmceditor@yahoo.com.  How do you ensure your 
article will be published in the Houndôs Tale?  That is a 
little harder to answer. 
 
First, submit your article to me.  For all of you who have 
been wondering, I review all of the articles that are 
submitted, and trust me, no article, no matter who 
submits it to me is automatically put in the newsletter.  I 
am looking for articles that pertain to our hobby, and are 
of interest, or in the best interest, of our club members.  
If your article is first person then your submitting it to 
me is permission to print.  If your article is second or 
third person I will need the permission to print from the 
original author(s).  And for articles that are first person 
using references, I need those references to include in 
the article. 
Having said all of that, I also accept poetry, jokes, and 
features about visits you have made to places for rock-
hounding, fossil collecting or other areas of interest to 
others in our club.  
 
Take a look at the Reluctant Dragonôs article on page 7, 
the Field trips on page 5 or the Mokume Gane:  A 
Samurai Tradition For Today article on page 6 for 
examples of articles to submit as well as credit for 
authors. 
 
 
Please note.  Shop hints and/or tips in The 
Houndôs Tale have not been evaluated for 
safety or reliability by myself.  Please use 
caution and safety when trying out any new 
ideas. 
 
 
 

AGMC 
PARKING LOT SALE 

MAY 8, 2010 
7:00AM TILL ? 

 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Elaine OôDonley 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Stephen Bennett 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 Vacant 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Alma Ramirez 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Dale Miller 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Harold Hoskison       
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Karen Cessna 
 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Barbara Poplin 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 
Building Chairperson    Mike Armstrong 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Dale Miller 
Long Range Planning    Elaine OôDonley 
 
 

THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz at our web site 
http://www.agemclub.org, click on ñCONTACTSò (upper right), then, on 
the next page click on ñHoundôs Tale Editorò (bottom center) 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www.agemclub.org
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PRESIDENTS ADDRESS (cont. from page 1) 
 
AGMC will be demonstrating at 3 gem shows, not 
counting our own this year, and as many as 5 shows 
next year. We will be looking for volunteers not only 
to demonstrate the various classes and sell their work, 
but to also assist in coordinating these shows. 
 
LONG TIME MEMBERS:  YOU HAVE DONE 
MANY THINGS IN MANY CLASSES THAT DO 
NOT REQUIRE A TORCH.  OPT FOR 
SOMETHING YOU HAD FUN DOING AND 
VOLUNTEER FOR ONE OF THESE UPCOMING 
SHOWS. MEMBERS WHO PARTICIPATE REAP 
MANY BENEFITS IN SHOWING OTHERS 
WHAT THEYôVE LEARNED AT AGMC. 
SELLING YOUR WORK IS JUST AN ADDED 
BENEFIT IF YOU CHOOSE TO DO SO. 
 
NEWBIES: A TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
IS REQUIRED TO SELL YOUR WORK AT ANY 
SHOW. 
 
We need a Program Chair.  This is a very important 
position.  The nominee will have a say on the AGMC 
Board and will be responsible for contacting people 
and setting up short programs at the end of our 
General Meeting.  
   
SATURDAY, MAY 8, is the SWAP MEET.  This 
special event is open to all area Gem & Mineral 
Clubs. You may find that one piece of equipment 
youôve been looking for, or perhaps a rock you canôt 
do without. You will definitely find some of the 
finest cut gemstones around by at least one of our 
master cutters, at unbelievably low prices.  By the 
way, ARLIE SAYS, ñIT IS BAD ETIQUETTE TO 
TALK DOWN THE PRICING FOR THESE 
FABULOUS GEMSTONESò. You will be getting a 
better cut stone than youôll find in most jewelry 
stores.   Anyway you look at it every thing at the 
Swap Meet will be a bargain! Bring your own table& 
chairs, set up in the morning, from 7:00 on, relax and 
enjoy the rest of the day. This is a ñPot Luckò affair, 
so bring one of your favorite dishes down to the 
clubhouse to share with your friends.  Hope to see 
you all there, Saturday.  
 
For special events and for General Meetings, once 
parking spaces are full, members can park in the 
Mosque Parking Lot instead of on the grass. 
 
Programs 
May:  Rock Auction, hosted by Club Member, 
Barbara Maloney  
June:  German Holiday, presented by Club Member, 
Barbara Poplin 

July:  Monnig Museum presentation by curator, 
Teresa Moss 
 
Elaine OôDonley                                    ancora imparo 
 

ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
April 6, 2010 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by 
President Elaine OôDonley at 7:30 pm. 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
Nothing new to report.  Back from vacation. 
 
Treasurerôs Report: Steve Bennett  
We still have money. 
P.O. Box has been renewed. 
Personal Bond also renewed. 
Everything is fine. 
 
Classes: Emie Stewart:  
3 workshops in April:  April 11 PNP Etching by 
Darcy Sety, April 13 Fusing fine silver and 
Argentenium by Richard White and April 18 Metal 
clay by Paula Truitt 
May workshops: Beth Spinks will be teaching 
Advanced Viking Knit. Prerequisite is to already 
know how to do basic Viking Knit.  Don Lawrence 
will be holding class on Web Page Workshop and 
Leslye Wilkes will resume wire wrapping.  No glass 
labs in April, Beginning classes will be held as 
scheduled. 
 
Programs: Position now open.  Still need someone for 
position. 
 
Field Trips: Sue Poarch  
Next Saturday, April 10, is the field trip to the Lake 
Benbrook Spillway to hunt for fossils. The juniors are 
also going. 
May 15 is the trip to Murfreesboro, AK, for the 
Crater of Diamonds. 
June and July possible trips:  Trip to the North Sulfur 
River for fossil hunting; Trying to get into Texas 
Instruments Quarry, havenôt heard back yet. 
There is an Austin show of the Vegas Gem and 
Mineral Collection. 
Oklahoma Museum of Art has a permanent exhibit of 
Dale Chihuly glass creations. 
Another trip to the Arkenstone has to be postponed  
Continues on page 4 
MINUTES continued from page 3 
because they are moving to a larger facility. 
Steve Shearon reported a Lockheed Club trip April 
16 & 17 to the Great South Plaines area in Oklahoma. 
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Juniors ï Alma Ramirez 
Juniors are attending the Lake Benbrook Spillway 
trip.  The juniors will be participating in the club 
swap meet. 
 
Delegate at Large ï Ray Wilkes  
Not present. 
Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand 
Get Well Cards sent to Charlotte Krystinik and 
Delbert Speed 
 
Newsletter ï Mike Hartz (agmceditor@yahoo.com or 
the link on the AGMC Web Page)  Not present 
tonight. 
Please keep the articles coming.  Deadline for 
newsletter submissions is the 15th of the month. 
 
Show Report: Harold Hoskison 
There are 26 confirmed dealers for the show. 
Still donôt have a glass supplier. 
There are 3 or 4 slots that can still be filled. 
 
Hospitality ï Deborah Hartz Not present 
Bobbi Wilson commented on the fine turnout of food. 
 
Membership: Karen Cessna 
No new members this month. 
 
Past President: Dale Miller 
Hal Hughey provided more donations. 
 
Lapidary: Don Lawrence 
Nothing special. 
If members are coming in for Thursday night or 
Saturday morning shop times and the supervisor(s) 
is/not there yet do not begin working on any 
equipment until they arrive. 
 
Old Business: Mike Armstrong 
New door control pad has been added to the door. 
Mike provided instructions for the instructors and 
supervisors to set and members to be able to access. 
The code was provided at sign in tonight. 
 
Old Business: 
Fence Proposal 
President Elaine OôDonley presented the 
recommendations of the long range planning 
committee. There was a motion and second to 
proceed with the project and the membership passed 
it by a voice vote. 
New Business:  
Mike Armstrong will be using the meeting room to 
get display cases ready and welcomes volunteers to 
help. 
Intergem signup sheets are now ready for tonight. 
The Logo contest has been extended. 

Subscriptions are available for Rock and Gem 
Magazines. 
 
Visitors and/or new members:  
Mark Rick 
Eddie Wallace 
Jenny Romero 
Drawings/Raffle: 
Name Badge/Sign In:  
Tom McCormick   Steven Bennett 
 
Raffle: 
Steven Bennett   Steve Shearon 
Mark Rich   Stephen Williams 
 
Program: 
Tonight is Show and Tell 
 
The Meeting Adjourned at approximately 9:30 pm. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Tom McCormick 
Secretary 
 
 
 

 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz 

Dear Members, Sorry I missed last monthôs 
meeting and I missed your smiling faces as 
well.  May is upon us, and time for another 
meeting.  Bring snacks to share at 7:00 p.m. 
May is our parking lot sale and we will have 
a potluck meal, that is if you bring things to 
share.  Make plans to be a part of the good 
times.  Thanks to all who brought last month 
and for all of those who stepped forward to 
help and make it a success.   

 
 
 
 

UP COMING SHOWS 
Deborah Hartz 

MAY 1-2 - Lubbock G&MS,Lubbock Civic Center, 
                   LUBBOCK, TX 
MAY 29-30 - Fort Worth G&MS, Will Rogers Mem. 
                       Ctr,  FORT WORTH, TX 
 
 
 
 



 

MAY 2010                       THE HOUNDôS TALE                                                    5 
 

CLASS REPORT 
Emie Stewart 

 
Special Workshops:    On Tuesday, May 11, Beth 
Spinks will teach advanced Viking knit.  This 
summer, Dennis Peters and Don Whitley will teach 
chasing and repousse and how to make your own 
tools for it.  The date has not yet been set.  Please 
check the class bulletin board for signup sheets at the 
club meeting the month before the class is scheduled.  
If you are interested in teaching a class, please 
contact Emie Stewart at schueler@flash.net.  For 
every hour you teach, you get one Arlie Buck, 
redeemable for classes and/or lapidary time. 
 
Free Shop Night:  There has been some confusion 
about the third Tuesday free shop night.  That is only 
for the lapidary room (traditionally known as the 
ñshopò), and does not apply to any other club classes. 
 
Thank You:  Thank you to Mike Armstrong for 
donating and installing several metal cabinets in the 
classroom.  Thank you also to Alec Gallia for having 
the drill press repaired so quickly. 
 
AGMC Show Competition:  At AGMCôs annual 
Labor Day weekend gem and mineral show, the club 
sponsors several competitions at the novice, 
advanced, and masterôs levels.  These include 
silversmithing, faceting, Chainmaking, and cabochon 
cutting.  Youôll get written feedback from the judges 
on how to improve your work, so please consider 
entering a piece.  You have plenty of time to work up 
that fabulous piece.  Signup sheets are on the front of 
the green folders as you enter the club.  Each 
competitionôs rules are inside the folders. 
AGMC Show Display Cases:  Itôs not too late to 
reserve cases to display work taught by the club.  
Please contact Mike Armstrong if you would like to 
reserve a case for your class. 
 
No Shows:  If you sign up for a class and are 
unable to attend, you must let the instructor know 
before the class date so that they can offer your 
slot to someone on the waiting list.  Failure to do 
so may cause you to be listed as a ñno show.ò  
Club policy is that no-shows will be wait-listed for 
future classes at the instructorôs discretion.    
 
FIELD TRIPS 

Sue Poarch 
The April Field Trip was a limestone fossil hunt at 
the Lake Benbrook spillway.  The weather 
cooperated, and the area yielded both fossils and 
bluebonnets in plenty.   The picture to the right shows 
the bluebonnets growing out of what appears to be 
sheer limestone.   

 
Unfortunately very few members attended.  Alma 
Ramirez, the leader for the juniors, did not have any 
juniors attend.  So she and I hunted for specimens for 

her to use with the juniors.  
After finding several fossil 
snails, we found a modern 
but empty snail shell.  She 
collected this as well as a 
ñbeforeò and ñafterò.  The 
picture on the left is Alma 
examining her latest find.  
My husband, Bob, also 
attended but after about 30 
minutes on the slope, 
decided he wasnôt a 
mountain goat and went 

down to the flat.  Bobôs ability was finding numerous 
oyster shells.   
 
Our May field trip will be on May 15 to 
Murfreesboro, Arkansas, to hunt for diamonds and 
other specimens at the Crater of Diamonds state park.  
Rather than trying to tell everyone about the Crater of 
Diamonds state park, go to the web site - 
http://www.craterofdiamondsstatepark.com.  
Unfortunately for those of us who wish to camp, the 
camp grounds at Crater of Diamonds is closed until 
mid summer 2010 for renovations.  The web site 
suggests using the camping facilities at Daisy State 
Park, about a 25-minute drive from Crater of 
Diamonds.  The park visitor center is also under 
renovation, so one enters the diamond digging area 
through the Diamond Discovery Center.  The digging 
area is open from 8 am to 5:30 pm.  The café is open 
for breakfast and lunch from 8 am until 4 pm. To find 
a listing of motels, go to the Crater of Diamonds web 
site, pull down the menu item ñOther things to doò 
and select ñAttractions, lodging and dinningò.  Weôll 
talk more about this at the May meeting.   
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MOKUME GANE:  A SAMURAI 
TRADITION FOR TODAY 

Emie Stewart 
 
ñMokume ganeò (moh-kah-may gah-nay) literally 
translated from Japanese means wood grain metal.  
Mokume gane was developed by Denbei Shoami 
(1651 ï 1728), who lived in Japan.  This technique 
was used by metalsmiths in Japan from the 1600ôs to 
the mid 1800ôs to embellish the swords of the 
Samurai.  It was revived and brought to the United 
States in the 1970ôs.  In many ways, it is similar to 
Damascene steel, which is also a multi-metal 
laminate, but made with steel and nickel rather than 
precious metals. 
Mokume gane is made with non-ferrous metals of 
contrasting colors.  It can be made by either fusing 
the metals under pressure at high temperatures in a 
forge, or by soldering them.  Once the laminate, or 
billet, is created, it is carved and/or forged to create 
topographical patterns similar to wood grain.  It can 
be used like any other sheet: formed, forged, 
fabricated, soldered, raised, chased, inlaid, etc. 
Copper is often used as one of the metals because it 
imparts improved ductility to the other metals in the 
laminate.  It also takes patinas well, which enhances 
the contrast in the patterns.  Many popular 
combinations include sterling and copper;  sterling, 
copper, and brass;  yellow, green, and rose gold with 
palladium;  and copper with traditional Japanese 
alloys shakado and shibuichi. 
Once the metals are selected, they are cut to the same 
sizes.  It is important that they also be of the same 
gauge and be perfectly flat.  The metals are annealed 
and cleaned before being bonded.  It is essential that 
there be no oils or debris between the metals as this 
will cause voids or blisters to form in the billet, 
leading to delamination during the working of the 
pattern.  There are two primary methods of making 
the billet:  soldering and diffusion bonding.   
If the layers are to be soldered together, solder foil is 
made by rolling sheet solder down to approximately 
32 gauge.  Hard solder is preferable, so that future 
fabrication is not limited by the solder.  Each layer is 
prepped for soldering, and alternated in the stack with 
the solder foil.  The layers are soldered together 
quickly using high heat, then quenched in water to 
check for gaps.   
The diffusion bond method uses the high heat of a 
blacksmithôs forge to bond the layers together 
without solder.  The layers are clamped under 
pressure and placed in the forge.  The color of the 
metal must be carefully watched to determine when 
to withdraw it from the forge.  It is then placed on an 
anvil to cool. 
Electric kilns do not produce good results because of 
the rapid buildup of oxidation on the metal surfaces.  

A reducing atmosphere is necessary to ensure good 
bonding between the layers.  James Binnion has been 
working to resolve this problem.  His results are 
published in the paper entitled ñOld Process, New 
Technology:  Modern Mokume Ganeò, which can be 
found on his website www.mokume-gane.com.   
Development of the pattern is limited only by the 
smithôs imagination.  Traditionally, the billet is 
punched from behind with a chisel, raising bumps on 
the front surface.  These bumps are filed smooth, 
removing metal and exposing the pattern.  Burs can 
also be used to cut into the front of the billet, which is 
then put through a rolling mill to create the patterns.  
Blacksmithing hot forging techniques can also be 
used to develop the pattern.  The pattern can be 
etched to create depth, especially if one of the metals 
is silver which resists etching.  Patinas can be used to 
enhance the contrast. 
In summary, mokume gane is an innovative way to 
expand your metals palette, especially now that 
precious metals are so expensive.  Silver combined 
with nickel gives a water-marked silk appearance 
much like damask.  Copper and silver are very 
effective together, as are copper, brass, and silver 
(although care must be taken to not overheat the brass 
as it likes to alloy with the silver).  Google ñmokume 
ganeò on the internet and enjoy all the different 
images that are available, and become inspired. 
 
LAPIDARY SUPERVISOR  

Don Lawrence 
Lapidary Supervisor Calendar for May 2010 
 
5/1 1st Saturday ï TBA (9:00am ï Noon) 
5/4 1st Tuesday- Frank O'Donley (9:00am - Noon)  
5/6 1st Thurs. - Jeremy Dubhros (7:00pm - 9:00pm)  
5/8 2nd Sat. ï Shop Closed ï AGMC Rock Swap 
5/13 - 2nd Thursday ï Ray Wilks (7:00pm - 9:00pm)  
5/15 3rd Saturday - TBA (9:00am ï Noon) 
5/18 3rd Tues ï (Free Tuesday) Bob Boyd (7pm - 
9:00pm) 
5/20 3rd Thursday ï Jack Spinks (7:00pm - 9:00pm) 
5/22 4th Saturday TBA (9:00am ï Noon) 
5/27 4th Thursday Frank OôDonley (7pm - 9:00pm)  
5/29 5th Saturday Don Lawrence (7:00am - Noon)  
 
 
SHOP HINT 

David Abbott 
I thought you might like to notify the membership 
(via the Hounds' Tail) of a really useful page within 
Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ring_size .  If 
you find yourself being asked to make a ring smaller 
(or larger), there is a chart that will tell you exactly 
how much material to remove or add...assuming you 
know the before and after sizes. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ring_size
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RELUCTANT DRAGONS  
By Ted Robles, VP of the Gem & Mineral Society of 
Franklin, NC Inc. via RMFMS Newsletter 8/04, 
Betty Cain RMFMS Editor & Publication Chair via 
Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, (CSMS) 
newsletter. And thanks to Andy Weinzapfel who saw 
the article and brought it to our attention. 
 
You've heard it many times - maybe you've even said 
it.  "The Society is run by a clique; a certain group of 
people who trade all the offices back and forth 
between themselves and never give anyone else a 
chance at leadership." (Or words to that effect.) 
 
Sometimes it's true; human nature and the desire for 
power being what it is, once in a while an 
organization will be run in just this fashion.  The first 
rock club I ever belonged to was.  We had a 
Perennial President and the Board was always the 
same group.  It was a large club, and a very active 
one.  For the time, we had one of the largest annual 
shows in the county, and our meetings were always 
well attended.  Our exhibits were judged, and we 
always had over fifty cases on display.  We had 
excellent program; field trips were laid on once or 
twice a month, and a "biggie" once a year, when we 
trekked five hundred miles or more for a week to one 
of the finer collecting locales.  In short, an ideal club 
- but it no longer exists. It had everything going for it 
except member participation - what is known as 
"continuity." Without continual infusion of new 
blood in leadership positions, no new ideas were 
forthcoming, and the organization just gradually died. 
 
Usually, however, when the same faces are seen in 
leadership positions, it is by default.  Another facet of 
human nature comes into play, and it is an insidious 
one.  When a group comes together, there are natural 
leaders who are chosen for their ability and the group 
at large is perfectly willing to let them lead.  The 
factor is known as "inertia."  It is just plain easier to 
sit back and watch than it is to get out and do things, 
especially in an organization such as ours, which 
depends entirely on volunteerism, the reward for 
accomplishment being strictly the satisfaction of 
seeing a good job done well, with no monetary 
stipend or other benefit.  In fact, in these hurried 
modern times, it is difficult to the point of an 
impossibility to find people who will do the various 
tasks that need to be done.  BUT - the leadership 
cadre can burn out when tasked to get the job done 
without a lot of help from the membership.  It seems 
that one or two factors arises: either the person asked 
to do something is "too busy," or is afraid that he/she 
is "not up to it."  The peculiar thing is that when one 
of these Reluctant Dragons is finally talked into 
doing a job in spite of the diffidence inherent in the 
inertia factor, almost always not only is the job done, 

but also it is done well!  The factor known as pride 
enters in; a person having been tasked for a given 
position does not want to let the membership down, 
so gives it his/her best shot. The results vary from 
satisfactory to outstanding! Most people have talents 
they never knew they possessed. 
  
And so, we come to the reason for this article. After a 
number of years of coasting along, we are in a period 
of growth.  There are a lot of new faces among the 
membership.  If we are to survive as a society, these 
newer faces must become the next generation of 
leaders.  In the past, we have often not actively 
recruited newer people for the various positions 
needing to be filled, because we in leadership roles 
have chosen (wisely or not) to ask people we knew 
'could do a job' instead of seeking among the 
membership for new talent.  But we do need that new 
talent; without it we stand to go the way of the 
dinosaurs. 
 
So, when you are asked to do something for the 
benefit of the Society, it is because the person who 
asks you is confident that you can do it.  Please don't 
just automatically say "No" because you don't feel 
that you have the ability.  If you are asked to do 
something, at least give it some consideration. 
Certainly it is easier to refuse a job - but are you 
REALLY "too busy?"  Remember the saying, "If you 
want something done, give the job to a busy person!"  
You, the membership, are the lifeblood of the 
Society.  Without you, it does not exist.  When you 
joined, you promised to be part of a "working" 
society.  Please think of doing what you can.  Not 
everyone wants to be President, but there are a 
number of you who could be - and certainly there is a 
large reservoir of untapped talent.  If you would 
refute the idea that the Society is run by a clique, just 
let a member of the Board know what you'd like to 
help and be prepared at how fast you'll be taken up on 
the offer. 
  
To be honest, we (the 'clique,' the 'in-group,' the 'ones 
who run the Show') would very much like to relax 
and let others perform the myriad tasks necessary for 
the operation of a successful Society.  We, too, are 
"Reluctant Dragons," doing what needs to be done 
because it needs to be done, and wishing that we 
could retire.  Please let us do so gracefully. 
 

JOIN NOW!!! 
THE FIRST TUESDAY CAB AND 

LUNCH BUNCH CLUB MEETS AT 
THE CLUB HOUSE 9:00 AM 12:00 PM 

FIRST TUESDAY EACH MONTH 
THEN ON TO LUNCH!!! 

Contact person Frank OôDonley 
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Local Area Club Meetings 
Deborah Hartz 

 
Dallas Club meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9pm @ 10205 
Plano Rd. 
 
Ft. Worth Club meets 4th Tuesdays, 7pm meet & 
greet @ 3545 Bryan Ave. 
 
Oak Cliff Club meets 4th Tuesday @7:30-9:30pm @ 
Renaissance Hospital Of Dallas 
 
Pleasant oaks Club meets 1st Thursday, 7:30-9pm 
@Garland Womenôs Activities Building 713 Austin, 
Garland 
 

BACKYARD SALE 
At Keith and Charlotte Harmonôs  

May 15, 2010 from 9 am until 5 pm. 
Used equipment and between 35 to 40 tons of 

rocks.  No early sale before the 15th.   
Call Elaine, Dale, or Mike for further information 
 

FOR SALE 
MOVING AND NEED TO SELL 

 
SAWS:   
24 IN. IDEAL MANF. IN FANTASTIC SHAPE 
$2500 OBO  
20 IN. WITH A SPRING FEED $600 OBO. 
10 IN. TRIM SAW FOR $300.00 OBO 
 
7 barrels of rough  
Contact 
Ken & Donnita Allison 
1-817-594-0448 
 
FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS 
FORUM  
David and Carol Abbott, SCFMS Juniors 
Program Co-Chair 
Reaching Out To Youngsters 
From the SCFMS NEWSLETTER MARCH - APRIL, 2010 
 
Last time, we talked about the ñkidò in each of us that 
we can call-upon to reach youngsters. We believe the 
varied skills available from the club at-large can be a 
great way to success. But Leaders, work with your 
talent pool to plan your activities. Approaches that 
work well with adults are often not suited for juniors. 
Try to limit time spent talking or explaining. 
Because, depending upon the juniors, attention-spans 
can be short. 
 
One approach that seems to work is to break-up the 
activities into steps or stages. So, you can talk for a 

little-bit, then have some hands-on, then discuss the 
next step...and so on. It can be really tough to 
transition from training adults to training juniors. So, 
juniors leaders, work with your volunteer experts to 
formulate a plan that will work for their given area of 
expertise. Planning and preparation can make a huge 
difference in the success of your efforts. 

 

 
 

ARLIE THE ROCKHOUND SAYS: 
 

Please Abide By Our AGMC Club Usage Policy 
 

1.  Only those members in good standing may take classes or use 
the Clubôs assets. 
 
2.  No Club assets or equipment may be used except as follows: 

a. Shop equipment may be used only when a shop 
supervisor is present. 

b. Class equipment may be used only under the 
supervision of the instructor of the class for which that 
equipment is required. 

 
3.  Class instructors and shop supervisors are the authority for 
activities during their class or shop time, respectively.  This 
includes, but is not limited to, the presence of non-class 
members. 
 
4   Classes, workshops, and labs must be scheduled through the 
1st Vice President.  Open Shop time is scheduled by the Lapidary 
Chairman. 
 
5.  Class fees are due and payable in full at the first class for all 
classes in a multi-week course.  Refunds are at the discretion of 
the instructor. 
 
6,  Classes and workshops must have a minimum of 2 students, 
plus the instructor.  Classes failing to meet the minimum may be 
cancelled or rescheduled at the discretion of the 1st Vice 
President. 

ALSO, ARLIE SAYS 
During the monthly meeting all the parking spaces in front 
of the building are reserved for disabled members and 
guests.  If you donôt have handicap license plates or 
handicap hanger please do not park in front of .the 
building 

THANKS 




