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AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM  
 
 

 
PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Elaine OôDonley 
AGMC is having a contest to find a new logo.  You may submit your 
ideas to any board member. 
 
Arlie, the Rock Hound, (club mascot) has been around here for many 
years.  He has finally VOLUNTEERED to welcome guests with his big 
smile, in the new member packets, and guide members with a little Rock 
Hound Etiquette.  His advice is already on the various doors in the 
Cabbing and Silversmith rooms.  He will have some good suggestions 
for field trip etiquette, for those unfamiliar with guidelines for safe and 
enjoyable club trips.  You may even find him giving helpful hints about 
cabbing on the walls of the Cab room.  Lastly, he will have a few words 
to say about safety issues around the clubhouse.  So for those of you 
who think we may be doing away with Arlie, in looking for a new logo - 
that is not the case.  ARLIE, THE ROCKHOUND (CLUB 
MASCOT) HAS BEEN AND ALWAYS WILL REMAIN PART OF 
THE ARLINGTON GEM & MINERAL CLUB. 
 
David Cordova, our Programs Chairman, has resigned due to ill health.  
We wish him well.  If you are interested in this voting position, get in 
touch with one of our board members.  Duties include arranging a short 
program for each general meeting.  We are still in need of a Library 
Coordinator to set up exhibits when called on by area libraries.  
 
Look for the upcoming May Swap Meet, to be held at the AGMC 
Clubhouse.  We will have more information for you in the months 
ahead. 
 
No word as yet from the International Gem & Mineral Show in Dallas.  
We, along with other clubs, usually drape the show tables in exchange 
for free booths.  This is a twice a year event.  If we are able to 
participate this year, volunteer sign-up sheets will be made available at 
the March meeting.  Members demonstrate some of the classes offered 
at AGMC, and will be able to sell their work, as well. 
 
We hope to vote on whether to have a fence and what kind, at one of the 
next general meetings. You will be notified by e-mail in advance of 
when this vote will take place. 
 
Delbert Speed will present the program for this month. We will learn 
about ñThe History of the Arlington Gem & Mineral Clubò. 

 

http://www.agemclub.org
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EDITORS CORNER 

Mike Hartz 
 
First, let me explain that I will be on vacation next 
month so I will need to start working on the Houndôs 
Tale quite early to ensure that we have it out in a timely 
manner.  So please get tour articles in as soon as you 
can.  I will start working the Houndôs Tale before the 
end of the month, so too early is not an issue. 
 
I want to say a word or two about our upcoming show.  
It is not too early to start planning how you can help put 
the show together.  It takes a lot of people a lot of time.  
So the more people that are involved the better it is for 
everyone.  See Harold Hoskison or Karen Cessna for 
details of where they need help and/or look for the sign 
up sheets for various jobs that are on the tables by the 
front door.   
 
On page 12 there is information on joining in the contest 
for a new logo for the club.  This logo will be used for 
correspondence, business cards and wherever a 
letterhead is needed.  Please consider giving your 
support to this effort.  The more people that enter the 
better logo we will come up with. 
 
There are many good articles once again this month.  I 
thank all of you contributors for sharing your time and 
talents with us. 
 
 
ROCK HOUNDôS H1N1 

 
Poetry by Carl Wells 

 
Weôll get a new idea and try it 

 
If we like it, weôll petrify it. 

 
Thereôs still no vaccine for the pox 

 
That makes you start collecting rox. 

 
Thereôs no clear cause that seems apparent ï 

 
Itôs not just random-like, itôs errant, 

 
Since no one knows where it strikes or when ï 

 
And we just canôt wait ótil it strikes again. 

 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Elaine OôDonley 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Stephen Bennett 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 VACANT 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Alma Ramirez 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Dale Miller 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Harold Hoskison       
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Karen Cessna 
 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Barbara Poplin 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 
Building Chairperson    Mark Armstrong 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Dale Miller 
Long Range Planning    Elaine OôDonley 
 
 

THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz at our web site 
http://www.agemclub.org, click on ñCONTACTSò (upper right), then, on 
the next page click on ñHoundôs Tale Editorò (bottom center) 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www.agemclub.org
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ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
February 2, 2010 

 
Call to Order: President Elaine OôDonley called the 
meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
The minutes from the last meeting are posted on the 
bulletin board and in the newsletter.  
 
Treasurerôs Report: Steve Bennett  
Steve reported on balances in accounts. 
ñWe are still solventò 
 
Classes: Emie Stewart:  
New signup sheets posted; the new casting class has 
begun; wax labs for graduates of casting (have 
begun). In March there will be a class in channel 
inlay taught by Tony Graham. It is posted (on the 
bulletin board).  Jack Spinks will be teaching filigree 
and the signup sheet is posted.  In January there will 
be a class in gem identification taught by Sandra 
Brazalle.  Friday night silversmithing class will be 
moving into the advanced curriculum, which is 
totally new. After this class has validated the lessons 
Emie will be offering workshops to previous 
silversmithing alumni.  In work but not set yet more 
workshops in Makume-gane, keum-boo, chasing and 
repousse, saltwater etching, titanium and bead 
making.  Paula Truitt will be teaching metal clay 
coming up in March. 
 
Programs: Position now open 
David Cordova has resigned his position due to 
personal reasons. 
 
Field Trips: Sue Poarch  
There is not a trip scheduled for February. 
There was a very successful field trip to Vetro Glass 
last Saturday.  On March 6, @ 10:00am there is a trip 
to the Monnig Museum at TCU for the meteorite 
exhibit.  It will be conducted by the Director 
personally.  Then on April 10 will be fossil hunting at 
the Benbrook Lake spillway. The juniors will be 
going also.  May 15 is the plan for Murfreesboro, 
AK, for the Crater Diamonds. 
 
Juniors ï Alma Ramirez 
Had their first meeting in January with a class on 
beading. 
February will be fossils and Dinosaurs.  March will 
be a field trip and talk about Rock Mineral 
Identification.  April is planned to be Salt Water 
Etching process. 
 

Delegate at Large ï Ray Wilkes 
Ray had 2 suggestions in the box from last month: 
 
Suggestion to have food lines on both sides of table. 
Itôs not practical because of the necessity to get to the 
table to add food.  
If the front table doesnôt have a mike, just stand up 
and talk.  
 
Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand 
Rick Litsingerôs brother passed away. Marge is 
sending a card. 
 
Newsletter ï Mike Hartz (agmceditor@yahoo.com or 
the link on the AGMC Web Page) 
Please keep the articles coming. 
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of the 
month. 
 
Show Report: Harold Hoskison 
Everything is going well. 
Contracts have been sent to dealers.  Brochures are 
here and are in the library to pick up.  Signup sheets 
for volunteers on the table by the front door.  If 
someone sends out email for the flyers please copy 
Beth Spinks.  Addendum: Harold has been talking to 
Austin Thin Films about participating. 
 
Hospitality ï Deborah Hartz 
Deborah is proud of the food response. 
 
Membership: Karen Cessna 
Count was 195 members plus 8 new members tonight 
for a new total of 203 signed up members.  There are 
some members attending classes currently that 
havenôt renewed yet. If they donôt renew they canôt 
attend classes.  There is going to be a contest for a 
new logo to go along with the club mascot Arlie. 
Please submit by the next meeting. The board will be 
the judges for the winner. Arlie, the Rock Hound, 
will have a much bigger role as mascot, guiding 
members through Club Etiquette here and on field 
trips.  We now have ñWelcomeò packages for visitors 
and new members starting tonight.  
The board approved ñArlie Bucksò for use to reward 
supervisors and teachers with credit for taking classes 
and using the lab equipment. 
There is also credit for regularly scheduled clean up 
sessions. Don Lawrence made a motion to make it 
monthly and there was a second. Don later withdrew 
his motion. 
 
Past President: Dale Miller 
Dale is now Donations Chairman. 
She has heard of donations but needs someone to tell 
her who donated it and what it is. 

See MINUTES on page 4  
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MINUTES from page 3 
Lapidary: Don Lawrence 
Requests if anyone (nurses?) has any used IV bags 
and clips to donate for use on the flat lap. 
Tuesday morning Cab and Lunch Group. If interested 
notify Frank OôDonley. 
Had the supervisorôs training class last Sunday. Will 
start seeing the new supervisors assisting and opening 
up lab for Tuesday nights with new supervisors. 
 
Old Business: 
None 
 
New Business:  
Lois McCormickôs Beginning Class is finishing the 
last class next Saturday. Until the next class begins in 
June there will be 1st and 3rd Saturday glass labs for 
the students. If anyone is planning to come please 
email Lois. If no one is coming she wonôt be going 
either.  Fendol had question about Arlie Bucks and 
how to account for them. He was advised that there is 
a process in the rules that will have ñArlie Buckò 
signed certificates handed out and controlled. There 
should probably be an article in the Hounds Tale 
explain the full program. 
 
Visitors and/or new members:  
Dan Wooters ï also New Member 
Pol Labecki ï also New Member 
Paul Wilson Angela Wilson 
Mary Royal Marletta Tucker 
New Member ï Clayr Semnacher 
 
Drawings/Raffle: 
Name Badge/Sign In:  
Terry Keck Eric Keller 
 
Raffle: 
Sue Poarch Barbara Maloney 
John Powell Terry Keck 
 
Announcements:  
 
David and Carol Abbot announced the opening of 
their new gallery located on the lower level of 
Ridgmar Mall. They will be providing retail space for 
artisans with original items, collector fossils and 
minerals, and dealers in specialty tools/materials. The 
name of their new enterprise is ñCrystal Moon 
Galleryò. For information contact David and Carol at 
214-734-9842. 
With board concurrence the club president has 
appointed Ray Wilkes as the Sergeant at Arms. 
Joyce Speed has been in contact with INTERGEM. 
This springôs dates are April 23 ï 25 for the show and 
April 21 and 22 for setup. She is not sure yet if clubs 
will still be able to participate with booths as in the 

past. There has been a change in the show 
management and she is trying to get answers. 
Frank Krystinik was able to obtain the new laps for 
faceting at a better sale price that estimated. 
 
Program: 
Tonightôs program was a presentation of the glass 
flowers (and Donôs heart) made on the field trip to 
Vetro Glass Blowers in Grapevine last Saturday.  
The Meeting Adjourned at approximately 9:00 pm. 
 
Submitted by: 
Tom McCormick 
Secretary 
 

 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz 

How did you like the food this last month?  Well 
from where I stood, you all seemed to enjoy it.  There 
was a great many of you who brought and shared 
your wealth of food with us.  Many of you make 
comments to me about the great food well I have 
again another recipe for us to try.  
 
Leslye & Ray Wilkes brought Pulled Pork to the 
February Meeting.  Many ask about the recipe and 
hear it is: 
 

PULLED PORK 
Mix together in a Crock Pot 
1 can french onion soup 
1cup ketchup,  
1cup cider vinegar 
3 Tablespoons. Brown sugar 
Add 3-5 lb. Pork roast (boneless), Spoon mixture 
over meat.  Cook at least 8 hrs. on low temp, or 4hrs 
on high.  Pull meat apart with forks.  Enjoy! 
 
Please be sure when you finish with your plates to 
put them in the proper trashcans.  Cans and bottles go 
in the recycle bins. 
 
Thanks to Sandra Brazzale for cleaning the table 
covers.   She has been doing so for a long time now!  
A big thanks to Mike Armstrong for not only 
cleaning the clubhouse, but he did the black table 
covers this last month and the floors in the kitchen.   
 
Did you notice a new face behind the table helping 
me with the hostess duties?  That is our own Kathy 
Lawrence.  Thatôs right Donôs other half.  What  
would we do without those who step up and help fill 
a void?  Thank you Kathy.  You were a great help.  
Looking forward to working with you this year. 
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Local Area Club Meetings 
Deborah Hartz 

 
Dallas Club meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9pm @ 10205 
Plano Rd. 
 
Ft. Worth Club meets 4th Tuesdays, 7pm meet & 
greet @ 3545 Bryan Ave. 
 
Oak Cliff Club meets 4th Tuesday @7:30-9:30pm @ 
Renaissance Hospital Of Dallas 
 
Pleasant Oaks Club meets 1st Thursday, 7:30-9pm 
@Garland Womenôs Activities Building 713 Austin, 
Garland 
 
UP COMING SHOWS 

Deborah Hartz 
March 6-7 Big Spring, TX, Big Spring Prospectors 
Club, Howard Co. Fair Barn  
           6-7 Robstown, TX, Gulf Coast G&MS, 
Regional Fairgrounds 
         20-21 Live Oak, TX (San Antonio), Southwest 
G&MS Civic Center 
via SCFMS Newsletter Nov/Dec 2009,.for SCFMS Show Dates 
2010  
  
LAPIDARY SUPERVISOR  

Don Lawrence 
 
3/2/2010 - 1st Tuesday- Frank O'Donley & Steven 
Bennett (9:00am - Noon)  
 
3/4/2010 - 1st Thursday - Jeremy Dubhros & Barbara 
Maloney (7:00pm - 9:00pm)  
 
3/6/2010 - 1st Saturday ï Dale Miller (9:00am ï 
Noon) 
 
3/11/2010 - 2nd Thursday ï Don Lawrence & Donald 
Whitney (7:00pm - 9:00pm)  
 
3/13/2010 - 2nd Saturday - Don Lawrence & Barbara 
Maloney (7:00am ï Noon) 
 
3/16/2010 - 3rd Tuesday ï (Free Tuesday) Bob 
Boyd (7:00pm - 9:00pm) 
 
3/18/2010 - 3rd Thursday - Don Lawrence (7:00pm - 
9:00pm) 
 
3/20/2010 - 3rd Saturday - Gary Copple (9:00am ï 
Noon) 
 
3/25/2010 - 4th Thursday Frank OôDonley & Donald 
Whitney (7:00pm - 9:00pm)  
 
3/27/2010 - 4th Saturday Don Lawrence (9:00am ï 
Noon) 

CLASS REPORT 
Emie Stewart 

 
Special Workshops: Emie Stewart will teach a 
workshop on mokume gane on Sundays in March, 
beginning March 7.  On March 9, Jack Spinks will 
teach a workshop on filigree. Paula Truitt will teach a 
class on Silver Art Clay on Sunday, April 18.  
Depending upon the level of interest, this may 
become an ongoing class.  Also, on Tuesday, April 
13, Richard White will be teaching a workshop on 
fusing fine silver and/or Argentium for Chain 
making.  Please check the class bulletin board for 
signup sheets at the club meeting the month before 
the class is scheduled.   
 
New Glass Fusing Class:  Karen Cessna will be 
teaching a daytime class in glass fusing on alternating 
Wednesdays, starting March 17, from noon to 4 PM.   
A signup sheet will be posted at the club. 
 
New Beginning Wire Wrapping Class:  Mike Hartz 
and Bobbi Wilson will begin a new series of classes 
in beginning wire wrapping in April.  The class will 
meet on the 2nd Saturday mornings, from 9 AM to 
noon.  Please sign up on the board at the March 
meeting if you are interested. 
 
Thank You:  A special thank you to David Abbott for 
teaching the beginning and advanced cabbing classes 
for the past few months.  David has had to resign as 
an instructor due to his new business venture.  Iôm 
pleased to announce that Barbara Maloney has agreed 
to teach the beginning cabbing class on the 4th 
Saturdays in Davidôs stead.  Thank you, Barbara.  In 
addition, Becky Downey has resigned as a fused 
glass instructor.  Thank you, Becky, for your years of 
service to the club as an instructor. 
 
No Shows:  If you sign up for a class and are 
unable to attend, you must let the instructor know 
before the class date so that they can offer your 
slot to someone on the waiting list.  Failure to do 
so may cause you to be listed as a ñno show.ò  
Club policy is that no-shows will be wait-listed for 
future classes at the instructorôs discretion. 
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CRYSTAL MOON GALLERY 
Carol and David Abbott 

 
On March 1st, Carol and David Abbott will open Fort 
Worth's newest Gallery and Rock Shop.  This store is 
the result of our perception that there are few 
affordable options available to advanced hobbyists 
who wish to explore having their hobby earn them an 
income.  That, combined with our own personal 
hobbies (like rock collecting) led to Crystal Moon 
Gallery. 
 
We are seeking to connect with advanced hobbyists 
of all types (stone, glass, metal, wood, etc).  The rules 
are not-to-complex.  Items must be either (1) hand-
made by the artisan or (2) over 100 years in-age or 
(3) supplies to help others in their hobby (tools, 
materials, books, etc). 
 
We will be located on the lower level of Ridgmar 
Mall, Just outside Macy's.  This location provides a 
7-day-a-week retail presence.  The primary artisan 
display area consists of vintage & antique cabinets 
(some well over 100-years-old).  Cabinets vary 
widely in size and shape, but are generally wood-
framed with glass shelves.  The 'average' cabinet will 
be lockable, lit, about 40 inches tall, and about 30 
inches wide.  However, we will also have non-
locking cabinets, and some without doors, as some 
hobby merchandise is appropriately 'handled'.  We 
anticipate that the average cabinet will rent for about 
$50 to $60 per month.  But rents, like the cabinets 
themselves, vary.  Consignment will also be 
available.  No "co-op" hours are required or expected 
from artisans, but help would be welcomed. 
 
In our "back room" will be a variety of cutting rough, 
to include several varieties of Jade, Turquoise, Opal, 
Agates, Jasper, Fossil wood, etc.  Additionally, we 
will carry some tools, and supplies, as well as mineral 
specimens, and Fossils.   
 
We hope to see you there! 
 
Carol and David Abbott 
CrystalMoonGallery@yahoo.com 
214-734-9842 (temporary) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL ROCKHOUND & 
LAPIDARY HALL OF FAME 

by Steve Weinberger, 2007 Inductee 
From the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
Newsletter February 2010 
 
June Culp Zeitner was a pioneer in many ways. Her 
contributions to our hobby were numerous, too 
numerous to list here, but focusing on one of these at 
this time would seem most appropriate. 
 
In 1987 June founded the National Rockhound and 
Lapidary Hall of Fame. Its purpose is to recognize 
individuals who have, over the years, contributed 
greatly to various aspects of the earth science hobby. 
 
Nominations may be made at any time, but the 
consultants (the committee that decides who gets 
recognized each year) usually vote on them in April. 
A nominee should be someone who has made 
outstanding contributions in one or more of the 
following categories: 

Minerals Lapidary 
Metalcraft Fossils 
Education 

We also have a sixth category to honor those whose 
contributions were made during their lifetimes, but 
who are now deceased. It's called Tribute. 
 
Those selected for induction receive a certificate, a 
pin, recognition in the AFMS Newsletter, and 
recognition in the National Rockhound & Lapidary 
Hall of Fame in Murdo, SD. 
 
We're looking for nominations and you can help! 
 
Nominations should include as much information as 
possible about the nominee and the 
reasons why he or she should be inducted. Be sure to 
include the category that you're making the 
nomination for, the person's name, address, phone 
and e-mail contact. For the Tribute category, please 
include contact information for a family member if 
possible. 
 
Send your nominations to: 
Maxine Wilson 
Curator, NRL Hall of Fame 
23530 263rd Av 
Murdo, SD 57559-6025 
 
If you have any questions, please contact either 
Maxine or me (central_office@amfed.org). 
 
If you have submitted a nomination in the past, but 
your nominee was not selected (some years we have 
had many excellent candidates), please resubmit that 
person's name and information. 
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FIELD TRIPS 
Sue Poarch 

Glass Flowers, Hearts and Meteorites 
Field trip report and schedule 

 
The Vetro Glassblowing Studio. was the destination 
for the January AGMC field trip.  Vetro is located in 
the Grapevine historic district and specializes in the 
blowing and forming of glass art.  COE 96 for you 
glass artists.  In addition to creating pieces for sale, 
they take commissions, teach classes, and conduct 
specials events through out the year.  The special 
event we attended allowed the field trip members to 
participate in the forming of a glass flower for $25 or 
a glass heart for $35.  For this fee: one chose from a 
selection of colors, selected the stem style (twisted or 
straight); applied the colors to the molten glass and 
heated the molten glass with applied color in the 
glass furnace or ñglory holeò.  The Vetro artist then 
completes the sculpting stages, separates the finished 
product and places the finished product in the 
annealing ovens.  The picture above shows the 
interior of Vetroôs studio. Susan has applied the color 
to the flower and is now heating her flower and the 
colors at the ñglory holeò. 
 
Two bonuses on this trip: the trip occurred during the 
yearly sale of seconds, plus we were able to purchase 
glass scraps by the pound.  While I didnôt get a 
picture, there were four of us, sitting on the floor 
rummaging through two large boxes of scrap glass 
for ñtreasuresò to add to our glass collection for art 
fusing.  
 
On January 31, I returned to Vetro to pick up the 
finished products and brought them to the Tuesday 
evening meeting.  Here we unwrapped and showed 
off our results.  There were sixteen flowers, 
predominately blue and white in color with twisty 
stems and one lone blue and white heart.   

 
Close to a dozen other members were signed up for 
the field trip, but the frigid weather and icing in west 
Ft Worth kept them away.  Several of the attendees 
requested a return field trip in December when one 
can participate in the creation of blown glass 
ornaments.   
 
February ï there will be no field trip in February. 
 
March ï On March 6, from 10:00 to 11:30, AGMC 
will have a guided tour of the Monnig Museum on 
the TCU campus.  The following synopsis is from the 
Monnig website, 
(http://www.monnigmuseum.tcu.edu).   Oscar 
Monnig was curious about ñrocks from spaceò and 
began collecting meteorites in the 1930s.  Between 
1977 and 1987, he donated his collection of over 
3,000 specimens from over 400 meteorites to TCU.  
When he died in 1999, his estate provided a gift to 
maintain the collection. February 1, 2003, the 
Monnig Museum was opened to the public. By now, 
the total collection consists of specimens from about 
1,450 meteorites of which 10% of the best are on 
display.   
 
April ï April 10, AGMC will schedule a joint field 
trip with the juniors to the Benbrook Reservoir 
spillway to search for fossils.   
 
May ï On May 15, a trip to Crater Of Diamonds in 
Arkansas is planned.  In addition to diamonds, other 
specimens can be found and taken home.  See the 
website (craterofdiamonds@arkansas.com) for 
additional information.   
 
 

 
Members of the club will get 10% off their purchases at 
the store if they show their badge or membership card 

http://www.monnigmuseum.tcu.edu
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FIELD OF DREAMS 
Andy Weinzapfel 

 
There is ñreally dumbò and then there is ñinsanely 
stupidò.  To live life to the fullest, I prefer the latter, 
especially in matters involving mineral collecting. 
 
The morning of January 25, 2010 found my wife and me 
at Crater of Diamonds State Park, Arkansas.  We had 
spent the night in Hope, AR and, after scraping thick ice 
off our windshield, drove 1 hour to this unique park near 
Murfreesboro.  As the day unfolded, the wind picked up.  
Wind chill was in the 20s or low 30s.   Not a good day 
to be collecting anything outside, we soon gave up 
without success. 
 
Crater of Diamonds is the only diamond-bearing area in 
the world open to the public.  The site consists of 
olivine-rich lamproites formed from partially melted 
mantle.  These strange potassic rocks find their way to 
the surface as pipes, or diatremes, from depths 
exceeding 150 km.  The carbon dioxide and water 
entrained within them expand near the surface, leading 
to a catastrophic volcanic explosion which produces a 
circular shape in map view.  The injection of these rocks 
to the surface is considered rapid and catastrophic, but 
no human has ever witnessed the process.  
 
Lamproites originate much deeper in the earth than 
magmas from typical volcanoes.  The pipes are not 
themselves the source of the diamonds, just the elevators 
from that portion of the mantle where diamonds, a form 
of carbon, are within their stability field.  The diamonds 
are really zenoliths, foreign objects caught up in the 
lamproite material ascending to the surface.  
Accustomed to high pressures and temperatures, the 
green-grey host rock is unstable at surface conditions 
and therefore weathers easily into topographic 
depressions.  
 
Very old diamond-bearing rocks of South Africa, called 
kimberlites, share mineralogical affinities with 
lamproites, which can be much younger.  The subtle 
differences between the two were not appreciated until 
after the 1979 discovery of the Argyle lamproite pipe in 
Western Australia.   
 
For $7/person, you can collect all day and keep what 
you find from this Arkansas field of dreams.  This state 
park of 911 acres along the banks of the Little Missouri 
River also contains an RV campground, although it was 
closed for renovation when we visited.  There is a 
modern visitor center, gift shop, restrooms, and other 
amenities. 

  
The diamond-bearing host rock is dark green-grey.  The 
field, a topographic low, drains poorly and is quite 
muddy during wet weather. It is plowed periodically to 
expose fresh ground to explore.  There is thankfully a 
shoe washing station upon exit to remove most of the 
mud.  
 
In 1906, the property owner, John Huddleston, found the 
first diamond.  The land changed hands several times 
over the years and several attempts at commercial 
mining failed.  In 1972, it was purchased for 
development as a state park.  The largest diamond, the 
Uncle Sam, was found in 1924, weighing in at 40.23 
carats. Over 24,000 diamonds have been found at the 
park. 
 

 
 
Jerry Qualls, holding 10 diamonds he and his wife have 
found at Crater of Diamonds.  The largest is 1.3 carats.  
He characterized three as ñD-flawlessò. 
 
There are 2 basic methods of discovery.  One involves 
just walking the field, looking for something which 
sparkles. The field is plowed into furrows by the park 
service periodically to facilitate discovery.  Everything 
that glitters here are not diamonds. False positives such 
as quartz and calcite are common.  The largest diamonds 
have historically been found by just walking the surface.  
The hardy use wet panning methods from buckets of 
dug material, and there are park facilities, called  

Continued, FIELD on page 9 


