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PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Elaine OôDonley 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful holiday season. 
 
It is an honor to be elected President of this fine organization.  Thank 
you for the vote of confidence.  I am excited about the coming year, and 
look forward to working with the newly elected Board to promote and 
expand our club. 
 
Of course, the Board alone cannot meet these goals.  It takes every 
memberôs participation.  The way to do your part is - VOLUNTEER.  
Not only does this benefit our organization, but also you will find great 
satisfaction in being a part of the successes we achieve.  Some of the 
things that need to be done to maintain and promote our club may seem 
small to you, but they are things that have to be done.  Each little action 
adds up to a significant accomplishment for all of us. I am asking you to 
participate in some way ï either as a leader or as an assistant, and let us 
get to know you. 
 
OUR LEADERSHIP IS INSPIRED BY OUR VOLUNTEERS AND 
FROM OUR VOLUNTEERS OUR LEADERS ARE CHOSEN. 
 
Right now, we are in immediate need of a Library Exhibits Coordinator 
(set up exhibits in the area libraries on request) This position does not 
require a lot of time to complete, but is an important part of getting the 
club name, and what we stand for, out there.  Here again, you can ask 
for an assistant or two.  Need more info? Ask Veronica Murday. 
 
Also, Don Lawrence is looking for a few good men or women to act as 
lapidary supervisors.  He will be announcing a training date soon.  The 
job also can be as little as a few hours once a month.  You do not have 
to be able to work on the equipment to fill one of these positions.  The 
requirements are: good common sense, be able to tell someone they are 
doing something wrong, show that someone the correct procedure - Itôs 
that simple!  
 
For those of you who are ñnewbiesò, we put on our own club show in 
September.  Harold Hoskison, 2010 Show Chair, put out a call for 
volunteers at the December meeting.  Sign up sheets will be out at the. 

PRESIDENTS ADDRESS Continued on page 2  
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PRESIDENTS ADDRESS  (continued from page 1) 
 
January meeting.  Please volunteer for something even if 
it is only for an hour or two.  If youôre not quite sure 
what the job requirements are, ask Harold or Karen 
Cessna, past Show Chair, the specifics. 
 
Everyone will need to fill out a membership form.  We 
need an accurate head count. Life Members should put 
the words ñLife Memberò at the top of the form.  Juniors 
should put ñJuniorò.  New members put ñNewbiesò.  The 
rest of us are just plain vanilla. 
 
My wish is that the coming year will be kind to all of us. 
Working together we can make wonderful things happen 
here at AGMC ï Remember this is your organization. 
 
 
EDITORôS CORNER 

Mike Hartz 
 
Happy New Year Everybody.  We are having a New 
Years Day party at the club at 5PM.  Bring your games 
and favorite leftovers to share. 
 
Thank you to all the contributors to the 2009 Houndôs 
Tale. 2009 was a great year for the Houndôs Tale.  Now 
it is time to start getting those articles in to me for 
publication in 2010.  Letôs make 2010 even better than 
the great year we had in 2009. 
 
I will be submitting the 2009 articles to the SCFMS 
bulletin contest next month.  If you had an article(s) 
printed in 2009 one of your articles will be entered in the 
contest. 
 
MESSAGE FROM OUT-GOING 
PRESIDENT DALE MILLER 
 
The Christmas party was well attended with more than 
60 persons and lots of food.  We had music provided by 
Kathy Copple using Frances Johnson's key board as well 
as poetry by Carl Wells. 
 
The new officers were installed and two new life 
members recognized. 
 
Elaine O'Donley will be the new president for 2010 and 
will be sending out the newsletter and any other 
communications.  If you do not hear from her please 
send her your email address at fodonley@att.net 
 
I have enjoyed being your president.  Will be seeing you 
at the club. 
Dale 
 
 

ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS 
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN 
THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR 
THEIR TIME.   
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER 
PARTICIPANT! 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Elaine OôDonley 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Stephen Bennett 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 David Cordova 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Alma Ramirez 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Dale Miller 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Harold Hoskison 
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Karen Cessna 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Barbara Poplin 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 
Building Chairperson    Vacant 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Dale Miller 
Long Range Planning    Elaine OôDonley 

.  
THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz at our web site 
http://www.agemclub.org, click on ñCONTACTSò (upper right), then, on 
the next page click on ñHoundôs Tale Editorò (bottom center) 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www.agemclub.org
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ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
December 1, 2009 

 
The monthly meeting of Arlington Gem and Mineral 
Club was called to order by the president, Dale Miller. 
 
Ray Batson, treasurer for 2009, has moved.  Stephen 
Bennett has been appointed to fulfill the office of 
treasurer for the remainder of 2009.  Stephen Bennett 
gave the treasurerôs report.  
 
Secretary, Tom McCormick, was not present.  Sue 
Poarch is taking minutes. 
 
Classes report ï Emie Steward 
 December cancellations or changes: 
  Lesley Wilkes class cancelled in 
December; will resume in January. 
  Richard Whiteôs class cancelled in 
December; will resume in January. 
  David Abbottôs cancelled in 
December.  To resume in January 
  Michael Hartz Dec class is moved to 
Dec 5. 
  Juniors will meet on Dec 5 ï this is a 
December change only. 
  This is all the changes that have been 
sent to Emie. 
Policy change ï beginning in January, each student in 
the chain making classes will provide a blade to cut jump 
rings for personal use.  See the instructor for information. 
 Class information: 
  Dec 8 ï Fendol Chiles ï wire Celtic 
knots ï signup and supply list on the board.  
  Jan 12 ï Lesley Wilkes ï class will 
make a heart bracelet.  See information on the board. 
  Jan 17 ï Emie Steward ï Salt Water 
etching.  Signup and supply list on the board.   
  Jan 23 ï David Abbott ï Slab saw 
workshop. 
  New wax casting class starts Jan 7.  
13-week class.  Instructor is Emie Stewart. 
 
David Cordova, program chairman, is in the hospital.  
This monthôs program will feature Kevin Brown from 
the Arkenstone Gallery.   David Dobbs will present the 
January program. 
 
Field Trips ï Sue Poarch.  The December field trip is to 
attend the AGMC Christmas Party on Dec 19. 
January field trip is to Vetro Glassblowing in Grapevine.  
For $25 plus tax any member who wishes can participate 
in making a blown glass flower.  Members may also 
attend and observe without purchasing.  Additional 
information will be provided at the January meeting.   

 
Juniors ï Deborah Hartz is handling the Juniors for the 
remainder of 2009.  In November they made a collage 
and in December will be making Christmas gifts. 
 
Hospitality - Deborah Hartz ï She requests that 
members planning to attend the Dec 19 at 6 pm 
Christmas party sign on the signup sheet and include 
what food they intend to bring.  Deborah will be 
bringing turkey.  Side dishes, deserts and other meats 
are needed.  Members can make a donation toward 
purchase of food if preferred.  If a member wishes to 
participate in the gift exchange, please bring a wrapped 
gift, value $10.  The new officers will be installed at the 
Christmas party.   
On Jan 1 at 5 pm, AGMC will hold itôs annual New 
Yearôs Day party ï please bring your leftovers and a 
game to play.   
 
Membership forms were emailed.  Please renew by the 
end of 2009 for the $5 discount.  The membership form 
has been updated to include the family rate. 
 
Lapidary chairman, Don Lawrence, could not attend.  
He plans to hold a shop supervisor class in mid 
December.  This will provide a larger pool of qualified 
shop supervisors.  
 
Delegate at large, Ray Wilkesï nothing to report. 
 
Newsletter editor, Mike Hartz ï will be submitting 
articles to the South Central Federation in mid January.  
Please keep submitting the articles for the Hounds Tale. 
 
Show chairman, Harold Hoskison ï The theme of the 
2010 show is ñTexas Treasuresò.  It will be held over 
Labor Day weekend at the Arlington Convention 
Center.  The club has paid half of the fee to the 
Arlington Convention Center. Harold is sending out  
contracts to vendors this week.  If anyone knows of a 
vendor who has not previously sold at the AGMC, 
please provide the vendorôs name and phone number or 
email address to Harold.  Harold has handling the 
copying and mailing of the Hounds Tale to members 
without email.  Now that he is Show Chairman for 
2010, he asked if another member could assume this 
duty.  The club will reimburse the cost of copying and 
postage.  
 
Donations, Rick Litsinger ï Carrell Chadwell donated 
books, slabs and stained glass materials and has 
requested an income tax form. 
 
Election of officers for 2010. 

Emie Steward announced the proposed slate of 
officers for 2010:  

MINUTES Continued on page 4 
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MINUTES Continued from page 3 
 President: Elaine OôDonley 
 Secretary: Tom McCormick 
 Treasurer: Stephen Bennett 
 Field Trips: Sue Poarch 
 Juniors: open 
 Classes: Emie Steward 
 Programs: David Cordova 
 Delegate at Large: Ray Wilkes 
 
AGMC members voted into office for 2010: 
President: Elaine OôDonley 
 Secretary: Tom McCormick 
 Treasurer: Stephen Bennett 
 Field Trips: Sue Poarch 
 Classes: Emie Steward 
 Programs: David Cordova 
 Delegate at Large: Ray Wilkes 
 
 
Emie Stewart requested nominations for the open 
position of Juniors.  She reminded the members that to 
nominate someone, you need the prior permission of the 
person being nominated.  Alma Ramirez was nominated 
and voted into office.  
 
New Business: no new business 
 
Visitors ï two visitors: David Hall and Kevin Brown, 
tonightôs speaker. 
 
Karen Cessna won the drawing for attending and Mark 
Brownmiller won the drawing for wearing his AGMC 
name badge.  Both received a stack of Rock and Gem 
magazines.  
 
The president announced the break. 
The raffle drawing was held after the resumption of the 
business meeting.  Winners and prizes were: 
 Barbara Mallory ï faceted smoky quartz 
 Elaine OôDonley ï homemade fudge 
 Denise Lan ï misc. slabs 
 Stephen Bennett ï obsidian slabs 
 Alma Ramirez ï her choice of a box of rocks 
 
Tonightôs speaker was Kevin Brown of Arkenstone 
Gallery.  Arkenstone is a high-end vendor of mineral 
specimens.  Kevin presented a show on the Munich 
Mineral Show, which is the largest in Europe and held in 
the old Munich Airport.  Following his presentation, 
Arkenstone donated 30 DVDs of the highlights of the 
2009 Tucson show to AGMC.   Kevin also donated a box 
of plastic calipers.  The advantage of the plastic caliper is 
that the plastic does not scratch the softer specimens the 
way a metal caliper will.  Any member who wished 
could have one of the calipers.  
 
Submitted by Sue Poarch, 3 December 2009 

 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz 

 
This last monthôs spread, you contributed to, was 
outstanding.  We have great cooks and providers to the 
food table, but more than that we have enthusiastic 
eaters.   
I thought it was great, but to my surprise the Christmas 
Party foodstuffs far exceeded my expectations.  It was 
amazing how much food was there and good oh my yes 
indeed.  If you couldnôt make it, you missed a great 
time.  Kathleen Coppell was gracious enough to play 
Christmas Carols for us.  We even attempted to sing 
along.  I sing so loud I couldnôt tell if anyone else was 
singing or not.  I hope so.  Carl Wells entertained us 
with poems and some of us even received a signed copy 
of a Carl Wells original poem with his picture.  Officers 
were installed, lifetime members announced, and gift 
exchange done I went back to cleaning.   
A big thank you goes out to Charlotte and Kathleen 
both of you ladies helped so much with the kitchen and 
clean-up.  I couldnôt have done without the help of my 
husband, who stepped up to the plate to help me set up 
all of the tables, drape them and then decorate.  Julia 
and our son (not even a member and on his day off) 
also helped to make the Christmas party a success by 
helping with tables and decorating.  Without these 
people, it just couldnôt have been done.  Be aware!  I 
have learned my lesson.  I am going to form a 
committee to help out in the future.  So if you have time 
you could let me know.  I can use help and some 
muscles would be nice.  It would help save a back ache 
or two in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW YEARôS GAME DAY 
 

5:00 PM @ THE CLUBHOUSE 
 
Start the 2010 out right with club members.  
Itôs been a tradition for a long time that 
members meet at the club.  Bring games and 
leftovers to share.  Those of us that make it, 
always have a great time!  
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2010 UP COMING SHOWS 
Deborah Hartz 

 
January 16-17, Fredericksburg, TX. 
Rockhounds, Lady Bird Johnson Municipal 
Park 
 
January 22-24, Tyler, TX. East Texas G&MS, 
Rose Garden Center 
 
February 20-21, Georgetown, TX. Williamson 
Co. G&MS San Gabriel Park 
 
February 20-21, Plainview, TX. Hi-Plains 
G&MS Ollie Liner Center 
 
February 27-28 Pasadena, TX Clear Lake 
G&MS Pasadena Convention Center 
 
 
 
Local Area Club Meetings 

Deborah Hartz 
 
Dallas Club meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9pm @ 
10205 Plano Rd. 
 
Ft. Worth Club meets 4th Tuesdays, 7pm meet 
& greet @ 3545 Bryan Ave. 
 
Oak Cliff Club meets 4th Tuesday @7:30-
9:30pm @ Renaissance Hospital Of Dallas 
 
Pleasant oaks Club meets 1st Thursday, 7:30-
9pm @Garland Womenôs Activities Building 
713 Austin, Garland 
 
 
 
Class Report 

Emie Stewart 
January 2010 
 
Special Workshops: In January, there will be four 
workshops:  Advanced Cabbing:  Challenging Materials, 
Saturday, January 9, 1- 3 PM, taught by David Abbott; 
Heart Wire Bracelet, Tuesday, January 12, 6:30 ï 10:00 
PM, taught by Leslye Wilkes; Saltwater Etching, 
Sunday, January 17, 2 ï 5PM , taught by Emie Stewart; 
and Slab Saw Workshop, Saturday, January 23, 1- 4 PM, 

taught by David Abbott.   In addition, wax labs will be 
offered for those who have completed the casting class.  
Please check the class bulletin board for signup sheets 
at the club meeting the month before the class is 
scheduled.   
Wax Carving & Casting:  A new wax carving and 
casting class will begin on Thursday, January 7.  It 
meets for 13 weeks, from 7 ï 10 PM.  Cost for the class 
is $137, plus your carving tools and sterling casting 
grain.  As of this date, the class is full. 
 
No Shows:  If you sign up for a class and are unable 
to attend, you must let the instructor know before 
the class date so that they can offer your slot to 
someone on the waiting list.  Failure to do so may 
cause you to be listed as a ñno show.ò  Club policy is 
that no-shows will be wait-listed for future classes at 
the instructorôs discretion.    
 
 
POETRY 

Julia Hartz 
 
 

Dinosaurs Everywhere 
 

Dinosaurs, dinosaurs everywhere 
Most of them without any hair 

Some of them long legged, some of them short. 
Some make a squeak some make a snort. 

Some of them soft 
Some of them bright and shiny 

Most of them with a tail on their hiney. 
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TECHNOLOGY TAKES HOLD 
Ruth Riza, M.S. 

 
Doesnôt technology in some way or another always catch 
up with us?  And at the worst possible moment.  Either 
we canôt shut off the car horn alarm, or the burglar alarm, 
or remember our password to get the notes from the club 
website.  If I were a bit younger, it probably would not 
be so alarming, but each and every technological 
innovative leap looks like a mountain to me and it seems 
it is going faster every day. 
 
Now, our educational system has even moved "online" 
with over 500 colleges and universities offering online 
classes with such innovative platforms as Socrates, 
Blackboard and other web based learning systems.  All 
one has to do on the teaching end is call the IT 
department and ask them to build a shell for a course, 
and they perform the miracle of birth, and call back with 
passwords and locations on the web. 
 
Argosy University invited me to participate in their 
online Professor training to teach classes for their online 
college a month ago.  Immediately, I found myself 
enmeshed in the world of learning how to set the tone in 
the classroom, keeping students on track, rules of 
paraphrasing, and other academic issues at hand.  My 
classmates in this virtual world were eleven Masterôs 
degree folks, and three Ph.D.ôs, all from different 
disciplines. 
 
For three long weeks, six days a week we all uploaded an 
average of about a thousand words per day in homework 
assignments.  Pleasingly and thankfully, I was graced 
with being voted the best writer among all of us, and my 
team which consisted of five, asked me to write the final 
assignment, that covered the better part of five to six 
pages.  It was a humbling experience to finish with an 
"A" for the entire course, and hold my own with the 
Ph.D.ôs. 
 
It will be with great pleasure that I show up to class in 
front of my computer screen in my nightgown, still 
drinking my coffee. So, before you curse technology, 
think of some of the wonderful innovations it has 
brought us. 
 
 
NEW LIFE MEMBERS 
 
New Life Members, Frank and Charlotte Krystinik were 
announced at the AGMC Christmas party.  Thank you 
Frank and Charlotte for all the time and talents you have 
given to the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 
 

Volunteerism for Arlington Gem and 
Mineral Club  

Ruth Riza and Karen Cessna  
 
Because of volunteers you can take a class at minimum 
charge ï Did you know a local beading shop has an in 
store ad ï Learn to solder - $300.00 ï two day class.  A 
two-day class at the club is $18.00 because of 
volunteers.  
 
Volunteering requires no money other than some gas to 
get to the club.  Your contribution of time will work 
miracles.  Volunteering not only changes the people 
that you donate your time for; it changes you also in 
ways that cannot be measured. 
 
Teaching others a skill enhances our own skills, and the 
skills of the person we are teaching.  Itôs a win-win 
deal.  Are you proud of your club?  Do you want 
visitors to see how we live?  The club is a direct 
reflection of its members.  Would you invite someone 
to your house if it were cluttered and dirty?  The club is 
your house.  We all need to pitch in and keep it clean 
and clutter free.  If every member spent an hour or so 
maintaining our house we would be in House Beautiful.  
We have approximately 180 members, multiply that by 
just one hour per member per month and we probably 
couldnôt find enough for everyone to do.  
 
You can help!  The proposal is that you volunteer for 
some task here at the club, no matter how small it 
seems to you.  Everyone agrees that volunteers are 
essential to the success of a non-profit needs-based 
organization.  In fact, it is true that our club will come 
to a screeching halt if we have no volunteers. 
 
To volunteer in some way at the club creates change 
ripples, just like throwing a rock in a pond.  The more 
you interact with fellow club members, the more they 
interact with others in their lives and spread this 
knowledge and volunteering spirit.  So, more than two, 
or ten, or twenty people are affected.  Just think what a 
couple of hours a month of your time could do. 
 
There is magic in doing something for someone and not 
expecting anything in return.  Always the gift is 
returned to you ten fold. 
 
Shortly, we will be circulating a list of tasks needed to 
be done to make our house proud.  Some are very 
simple and only require a small amount of time each 
month. 
 
Remember, volunteerism is about teamwork, leadership 
and attaining goals 
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NEANDERTHAL JEWELRY AND 
CULTURE 

Ruth Riza, M.S. 
Looking over some early examples of jewelry (pictured 
below) that were found in Arcy-Sur-Cure, a part of the 
Chatelperronian site, I was struck by one thought.  W hy? 
When our Neanderthal ancestors were battling the cold 
for food by day, and the damp cave by night.  Why make 
jewelry? 
 
Remember, Chatelperronian is one of the earliest upper 
paleolithic technological complexes associated with 
Neanderthal jewelry making found to date.  This early 
complex is situated in Central France.  Among the 
jewelry examples I examined were the necklace shown, 

and a 300,000-year-old wolf incisor, from Repolust cave, 
with a hole that had been bored in it.  It probably was 

worn as a necklace also. The wolf incisor, pictured 
below, is said to be the oldest example of jewelry found. 
The descriptions we have of the famous Tata Plaque, a 4-
inch long molar tooth of a mammoth, hand carved by 
Neanderthals and painted with red ochre was also 
probably worn as a necklace. Red Ochre is a naturally 
occurring pigment that is found in clay. It has been used 
as a red tint for many hundreds of thousands of years.  
Our ancestors used red and yellow ochre on ivory, teeth 
and bone much as we use enamel on metal today. 
 
Supposedly, our early ancestors of 400,000 years ago did 
not have any spare time from food gathering activities 
until the invention of the plow 6,000 years ago.  Looks 
like someone was wrong about that. 

 
Taking a tooth from a dead wolfôs mouth, polishing it, 
and boring a hole in it by hand with only the help of a 
sharp stone (possibly obsidian?) and placing it on a 
piece of dried sinew, to me, would represent some sort 
of mastery over the environment, personal satisfaction, 
and set one aside in the general population with a sort 
of ñspecialnessò that many of us seek today.  This 
behavior is almost the same process as carrying a 
rabbitôs foot on a key chain today, or polishing and 
faceting a stone and placing it in a ring or necklace.  
This behavior of tooth preparation for an ornament is 
also a very social process. People start conversations 
about items like this because we are naturally curious 
about what others are doing and making.  Even in 
classes here at the club.  For example, faceting classes, 
silver smithing classes and the lapidary shop all elicit 
questions on stone, techniques and what the maker 
envisions the item to look like. Our activities of today 
bear strikingly similar features of life with our ancestors 
many hundreds of thousands of years ago. But who 
were they? What did they think?  Our quest of who we 
are and where we came from is constantly with us, 
coupled strongly with mastery over the environment 
quests, or being in control of our environments.  In fact, 
being in control and setting ourselves out as ñspecialò 
seems to be one of the main features of civilization 
throughout time.  We seek this feature in our daily lives 
in the accumulation of money, large houses, cars, and 
especially coupled with accumulation is the knowledge 
that we can accomplish these feats.  We have different 
concepts for this type of mastery, but it commonly goes 
by the term building culture. Such a simple term, but so 
much behind it.  This personal mastery is what 
advances our culture, because we continue it in 
innovative ways.  One feature of our culture that sets us 
so far apart from our Neanderthal ancestors is that we 
are busy with the accumulation of ñthingsò also. 
Iphones, Ipods, cars, large homes, bank accounts and 
other items that we use and accumulate. Neanderthals 
owned nothing except their tools, bedding, personal 
wearing furs and their jewelry.  So these items must 
have been very important to them.  Itôs all they had to 
prove to themselves and others that they were human, 
in control of themselves and their world.  And that in 
spite of what we may think, they had beliefs.  Different 
beliefs, thatôs for sure, but beliefs nonetheless.  How 
fiercely do you protect those religious medallions you 
have?  Do you think that just because this group lived a 
quarter of a million years ago they were less human 
than we are, or had fewer beliefs?  I think not.  They so 
graciously laid the foundation for our world as we 
know it today. 

 
 

 

 
300,000-YEAR-OLD WOLF INCISOR, FROM REPOLUST CAVE 

Bibliogaphy:  Athena Review Vol2, no.4 Neanderthals Meet Modern Humans 
12/03/09; Evolution - September 1998; Neanderthal Culture Evolution - December 
1996 Non-human Neanderthals?  Nature.com vol 295, 12/10/09; www.pnas.org: 
Analysis of Aurignacian interstratification at the Chatelperronian-type site and 
implications for the behavioral modernity of Neanderthals. 12/09 Zilhao, dôErrico, 
Bordes, Lenoble, Texier and Rigaud. 
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OCEANS OF KANSAS 
Willis Knight  

 
During the late Cretaceous period the central western US 
was covered by a shallow body of water called the 
Western Interior Sea that stretched from the Arctic Circle 
to the Gulf of Mexico.  In that sea were various marine 
life ranging from the very large to the very small. 
Reptiles such as Plesiosaurs and Mosasaurs competed 
with sharks and Xiphactinus fish. 
 About 65 million years ago the Cretaceous ended. The 
earthôs crust began shifting with the formation of the 
Rocky Mountains, volcanoes and hot spots in 
Yellowstone.  The Midwest began to slowly rise draining 
the sea leaving chalk, clay, shale, sandstone and 
limestone deposits. As the marine life died they sank to 
the bottom and were buried in the sediments. Volcanoes 
erupted, spewing ash over and mixing with the 
sediments.   
In western Kansas near Hays, home of the Fort Hays Universityôs 
Sternberg Museum of Natural History, the sea left large chalk and ash 
deposits with marine fossils of reptiles, turtles and fish in a Niobrara 
Chalk formation consisting of the Smoke Hill Chalk and Fort Hays 
Limestone.  
Michael J Everhart, Adjunct Curator of Paleontology at 
the Sternberg Museum of Natural History, Fort Hays 
state University, published a book, ñOceans of Kansasò, 
describing the Western Interior Sea.  My wife, Judy, and 
I took a camping vacation in September to Hays, Kansas 
to visit the Sternberg Museum where we saw on display 
fossil skeletons of mosasaurs, pliosaurs and fossil fish 
such as Xiphactinus and Enchodus described in the book.  
While at the museum I met two Fort Hays State University graduate 
students in paleontology, Sebastian Dalman and Susan Liebl. They 
invited me to go with them after work to Hill City, about 50 miles NW 
of Hays, to a Smoke Hill Chalk deposit to hunt fossils on public land. 
The drive to the chalk deposits just east of the city looked a lot like 
driving in far West Texas without the mesquite trees. Small mesa like 
mounds of chalk and ash dotted the landscape. In these ñmesas ñare 
marine fossils.   
During the short time we hunted we found parts of six 
fish. The recent rains had eroded the soil enough to 
uncover new material. Because I am the one with all the 
photography gear I am always one of the last to start 
hunting. Sebastian found an upper cretaceous fish 
dentary and assorted bones on top of one of the chalks 
deposits before either Susan or I could get there.  
 As we began to explore the area he and Susan found 
more cretaceous fish vertebrae sections and two different 
jawbones as well as well a Protosphyraena [cretaceous 
fish] tooth. Not to be outdone I went to a different 
deposit were I found several fish vertebrae and what 
looks to be a four inch section of a tail fin. It began to get 
late so we called it a day and stopped hunting. 
It was a very enjoyable afternoon for me touring the 
museum and fossil hunting in the Smokey Hill Chalk 
with Sebastian and Susan and her dog Teddi outside Hill 
City. I recommend buying the book and going to Hays 
and visiting the Sternberg Museum. It is well worth the 
trip.    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

JOIN NOW!!! 
THE FIRST TUESDAY CAB AND 

LUNCH BUNCH CLUB MEETS AT 
THE CLUB HOUSE  

9:00 AM 12:00 PM FIRST 
TUESDAY EACH MONTH THEN 

ON TO LUNCH!!! 
Contact person Frank OôDonley 

 

 
Above: Fort Hays State University graduate student in paleontology 
Sebastian Dalman, , looks at the layers of ash and Smoke Hill Chalk 
near Hill City for fossil fish. 
 
 

 Above: Sebastian Dalman holds a Protosphyraena tooth he found 
on one of the Smoke Hill chalk and ash deposits near Hill City 
Kansas 


