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CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth 
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to 
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like 
interests 

CONTACTS 
webmaster@agemclub.com 

World Wide Web Home Page 
http://www.agemclub.org 

 
Business meeting and program 1st Tuesday 7:30PM  

AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM  
 
 

 
PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Elaine OôDonley 
 
The annual Christmas party was very entertaining.  Music was playing, 
wonderful food was served, a colorful poem was said, officers were 
installed for 2010, but the highlight of the evening (one of those ñyou 
had to be thereò moments.) was Rick Litsinger giving Life Memberships 
to two well-deserving people, Frank Krystinik and his lovely Charlotte.  
Without their generosity, we would not have Faceting Classes at 
Arlington Gem and Mineral Club (AGMC).  They join an elite group of 
16.  
 
All Life Members have played a big part in making this organization the 
ñBest Kept Secret in Texasò.  They have all been the guardians of this 
fine club for years, but now it is time for newer members to step up and 
join this challenge.  In the coming years, even in the coming months, we 
need to see new leadership take shape.  Members who are willing to do 
that little bit extra, for a worthwhile cause ï AGMC. 
 
The first program of 2010 was presented by David Dobson on ñThe 
Making of a Sphereò.  David provided a very interesting, unique way to 
work cab material. 
 
If anyone wants to be on the Agenda for an upcoming General Meeting, 
please notify me a few days in advance.      
 
The Club Yearbook is almost ready to be turned over to the American 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, (AFMS), for judging.  Historian 
this year is Beth Spinks.  If you have something she can include in the 
2009 Book, please get in touch with her. 
 
We are still in need of a volunteer for the Library Exhibits Coordinator 
(set up exhibits in the area libraries on request). 
 
Mike Armstrong is our new Building Maintenance Supervisor.  Please 
direct any concerns about the building to Mike.  He is a real go-getter 
and visionary, we are proud to have him in this position.  Feel free to 
volunteer to assist him. 
 
Don Lawrence will be installing a larger outside light on the street side 
of our building, in an effort to make the building safer.  
 
In order to get the club name out to the public, AGMC will be a sponsor 
for the Empire Boys Gymnastics.   Among other things, we will have a 
banner at all their meets and a ½ page ad in their programs.  I am told 

http://www.agemclub.org
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PRESIDENTS ADDRESS  (cont. from pg 1) 
 
In order to get the club name out to the public, AGMC 
will be a sponsor for the Empire Boys Gymnastics.   
Among other things, we will have a banner at all their 
meets and a ½ page ad in their programs.  I am told this 
advertisement will reach around 2,000+ people.  We will 
be listed on their website, as well.  As a result, we may 
have an influx of Junior Members.  Alma Ramirez, our 
Junior Chair, may need assistance.  If interested, contact 
Alma. This is an opportunity to introduce young minds 
to the wonders of the Earth Sciences.   
 
Sign-up sheets for the September show are out. Consider 
signing up.  This is a time when members get to know 
each other better, and friendships are made.  The 
Demonstration table is a place to meet many wonderful 
people.  You will be able to do what you do so well at 
your club, in this show.  Display cases are available to 
showcase your finished work.  Should you decide to 
enter competition, you might come away with a blue 
ribbon!  The only requirement is to have fun, and show a 
glimpse of the diverse classes this organization has to 
offer.  So, come share the spirit of AGMC, join us for 
our exciting ñEvent of the Yearò.   
 
Elaine OôDonley, ancora imparo 
  
EDITORôS CORNER 

Mike Hartz 
 
Each year the South Central Federation Of Mineral 
Societies (SCFMS) has a Bulletin Contest to select the 
best bulletins and articles, poems, and features in the 
bulletins of the clubs in the SCFMS.  The winners 
receive awards and the first place winners go on to the 
American Federation of Mineral Societies (AFMS0) for 
inclusion in the national bulletin contest.  The Bulletin 
Contest entries have been submitted for 2009.  Every 
AGMC member who submitted articles to the Houndôs 
Tale in 2009 had their article sent forward for 
consideration.  We had some great articles and I am 
looking forward to 2010 with great anticipation.  We 
started the year with a bang in January and it continues 
this month.  So put your thinking caps on and write 
something to share with your fellow club members. 
 

MOVING SALE 
Genie cabbing machine plus 8ò leather lap mounted with 
electric motor.  6-foot worktable, 100+pounds of rock, 
wooden rack with 42 cubbyholes, slabs of lapidary 
quality.  All for sale for $700.00. 
Call Hal Hughey 972-641-4035 

ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS 
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN 
THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR 
THEIR TIME.   
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER 
PARTICIPANT! 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Elaine OôDonley 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Stephen Bennett 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 David Cordova 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Alma Ramirez 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Dale Miller 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Harold Hoskison       
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Karen Cessna 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Barbara Poplin 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 
Building Chairperson    Vacant 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Dale Miller 
Long Range Planning    Elaine OôDonley 

.  
THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz at our web site 
http://www.agemclub.org, click on ñCONTACTSò (upper right), then, on 
the next page click on ñHoundôs Tale Editorò (bottom center) 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www.agemclub.


 

FEBRUARY 2010                       THE HOUNDôS TALE                                                    3 
 

ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
January 5, 2010 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by 
President Elaine OôDonley at 7:30 (PM) on Tuesday 
January 5, 2010. 
 
Elaine started the meeting with a big thank you for 
Dale Miller.  Also a thank you for Rick Litsinger.  
Elaine also talked about teamwork and volunteers. 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
The minutes from the last meeting are both posted on 
the bulletin board and in the newsletter.  
 
Treasurerôs Report: Steve Bennett  
Not Present 
 
Classes: Emie Stewart:  
Winter Wax Carving and Casting class starts this 
week on Thursday night. 
Wax labs are posted. 
Saltwater Etching is Sunday January 17 and it is full. 
Don Lawrence will be teaching a shop supervisor 
training session on Sunday January 31. It starts at 
2:00. 
Sandra Brazalle will be presenting a workshop on 
gem identification on Sunday February 21 from 1:00 
to 4:00 
January 12 Leslie Wilkes will be teaching the Heart 
Wire Bracelet 6:30 pm.  Materials list and picture are 
on the board. 
Faceting class will be Wednesdays from 4:00 ï 6:00 
taught by Elaine OôDonley 
 
Programs: David Cordova 
Not Present 
Tonightôs Program is David Dobson presenting 
ñHow to Make a Sphereò. 
 
Field Trips: Sue Poarch  
At Vetro in Grapevine there is a trip to see glass 
blowing and signups to make your own flower for 
$25, or just watch for free. There is a signup sheet at 
the table.  
February 27 Sue wants to finally make it to the 
Meteorite Museum at TCU. 
Need a show of hands to go to the diamond crater at 
Murphysburough, AK in May or June. The show of 
hands looks like May. 
 
Juniors ï Alma Ramirez 
Not present. 

 
Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand 
Get Well Cards: 
David Cordova (thinking of you) 
Colleen Fitzpatrick  Jack Spinks 
Roger Coleman   Teri Mace 
Sympathy: Veronica Murday 
 
Hospitality ï Deborah Hartz 
Good turnout of food tonight. 
 
Membership: Karen Cessna 
Five new members signed up tonight. 
Sponsorship of junior gymnastics for $250 will give 
us banners at their meets and ads. Itôs a way of 
promoting our club and show. 
Tonight is last night to sign up for $5.00 savings on 
renewal of membership. 
Karen is trying to get a database up and going on the 
club web site. 
 
Lapidary Don Lawrence 
Don is having his supervisorôs training. See notes 
above in classes. Sign up on the board. 
 
Delegate at Large Ray Wilkes 
Come to Ray when you have a problem. 
The sandblaster is not working right. Should it be 
replaced? 
There is a can in the office where notes can be left for 
Ray. 
 
Newsletter Mike Hartz 
agmceditor@yahoo.com or the link on the AGMC 
Web Page) 
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of the 
month. 
 
Anybody submitting articles this year got sent into 
the Federation for competition. 
 
Hal Hughey has slab saw to sell.  It is 16ò on a metal 
stand with a trim saw on the shelf underneath. 
($300.00) 
 
Show Report: Harold Hoskison 
Show is September 4 and 5 with setup prior. 
Show contracts have been mailed. 
This yearôs theme is ñTexas Treasuresò. 
We will have some displays about Texas. 
Will have get together in February so it doesnôt get 
rushed just before the show. 
Brochures are ordered and shipped on the 4th. 

See Minutes on page 4 
Minutes from page 3 
Past President: Dale Miller 
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She has tax forms for donations. 
 
Librarian: Barbara Poplin 
There are three people working on the Library. 
Books are getting checked in everything is being 
reviewed. 
 

Continued: See Minutes on page 4 
Minutes from page 3 
 
If anyone has any books out please put them in the 
box in the office.  Barb has cleaned and organized the 
office and labeled things.  Barb gave 
acknowledgements to people that have donated books 
- The Grahams, Alec Gallia, Hal Hughey, Carol 
Chadwell, Jim Howe, Dale Miller 
 
Historian Beth Spinks 
She is working on the 2009 book and needs pictures, 
advertising, etc. 
She has to turn in the book in February and if you 
will call her she will even come pick it up. 
If any letters have been sent to government officials 
or agencies she needs to know. 
 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum; Steve 
and Mary Hilliard 
 
Steve and Mary presented their Rock Basics Program 
to 3 sixth grade classes. 
If anyone knows any schools that would like 
presentations please let them know. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business:  
We are going to repair the light on the outside of the 
building. 
Want people to think more about fencing. 
Suggestion to plant Holly along the back fence to 
keep down the movement through the fence.  The 
board did discuss it at the last board meeting.  Carl 
made a motion to purchase the Holly, and a second 
was made.  Motion tabled to go back to the board to 
make a recommendation at the next meeting. Motion 
and second were withdrawn. 
 
Announcements: 
Carl Wells made an announcement thanking Dale. 
Dale announced two shows coming up: 
Jan. 16 and 17 is the Fredericksburg show. 
January 22, 23 and24 is a show in Tyler. 
Mike Armstrong is now our new Building 
Supervisor. 
New Life Members: Frank and Charlotte Krystinik. 

 
Visitors/New Members:  
David Singleton ï visitor 
New Members 
Lynn La Framboise Julie Caldara 
Glen Hale  Cindy Mitchell 
Kathleen Kennady 
 
Drawings/Raffle: 
Name badge and Signing in: 
Laneta Baskerville Robin Freeman 
 
Raffle 
Frank OôDonley  Terry Kane 
Buddy Ferguson  Don Lawrence 
Joyce Speed  Laneta Baskerville 
 
Carl Wells related meteorite story of his daughter and 
son in lawôs trip back to Colorado when a meteor hit 
their car South of Colorado Springs. 
 
Business Meeting Adjourned and Program was 
presented. 
 
Submitted by: 
Tom McCormick 
Secretary 
 

 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz 

Thumbs up to all who brought food this last month.  
You did us all a great service.  This next meeting will 
be February 2.  Bring goodies there are always 
hungry mouths to feed. 
I need to address once again a few rules in the 
kitchen area. 
Our club recycles empty drink cans and water bottles.  
Please make sure you are put your trash in the proper 
container and the recyclables in a separate container 
for that purpose.   
Our canned drinks and water are there for your 
convenience at a cost to you of 50 cent each.  Coffee 
is a quarter a cup.  This is on the honor system, so be 
honorable and pay for you drinks. 
Lastly, please move though the food line in a timely 
manner and please no eating at the serving table.  
Choose a few things to try.  You can always come 
back for more.  Be considerate of those behind you.  I 
know you will help to keep this going.  
UP COMING SHOWS 

Deborah Hartz 
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2-20&21 San Gabriel Park, Georgetown, TX, 
Williamson County Gem and mineral Society 
(G&MS) 
 
2-20&21 Ollie Liner Center, Plainview, TX, Hi-
Plains G&MS 
 
2-27&28 Pasadena Convention Center, Pasadena, 
TX, Clear Lake G&MS 

From the SCFMS newsletter Nov-Dec 2009 

 
FIELD TRIPS 

Sue Poarch 
Upcoming Field Trip: 
 
Originally I was planning to go to the Oscar E. 
Monnig Meteorite Gallery at TCU in February.   
 
Unfortunately the director, who will provide us a 
guided tour, is busy every Saturday in February.  
Soðwe are rescheduling the trip to the Oscar E. 
Monnig Meteorite Gallery to March 6 at 10am.  We 
will be finished with the guided tour at 11:30.  
 
To quote from the website of the gallery, 
http://www.monnigmuseum.tcu.edu, the collection of 
over 1,450 meteorites was donated to TCU between 
1978 and 1986.  About 10% of the best meteorites are 
on display.   
 
If you want to see what an artist can create from 
meteorites, visit the website for Jacob Albee at 
http://www.jacobalbee.com/.  
 
Additional information will be available at both the 
February and March meetings. 
 
If I can come up with an idea for Feb, Iôll let you 
know.  Right now Iôm drawing a blank.   
 
Are there any good nearby shows in February?  
 
Sue Poarch 
 
OLD MUNICH GERMANY 
AIRPORT FIELD TRIP?  

Sue Poarch 
 Annually, the largest mineral show in Europe is held 
in the old airport at Munich Germany.  Alas, Iôm 
afraid a field trip for AGMC is out of the question.  
Munich Germany is a bit far from Arlington, Texas 
for a well-attended field trip. 
 

At the December meeting, Kevin Brown of 
Arkenstone, Inc, presented us with the next best 
thing: a slide show of the 2008 Munich Mineral 
show.  Those of you who stayed home due to the cold 
rain, missed an excellent talk.  The mineral 
specimens on his slides were the equal to those we 
saw when AGMC visited Arkenstone, Inc last July.  
Most of us were drooling.   If you attend the show, 
the high-end booths are at the start of the show.  As 
one progresses toward the back, the booth become 
more and more reasonable with the farthest area 
being where the dealers just dump sacks of 
specimens on the tables.  At this show, there is a 
special area for vendors who collected their 
specimens in the field.   
 
Kevin also presented the club with 30 copies of the 
DVDs ñWhatôs HOT in Tucson, 2008ò.   I grabbed 
one for the library immediately.  In addition to the 
DVDôs Kevin also brought a box of plastic calipers.  
Plastic calipers are preferable on the softer minerals 
as plastic does not scratch the way metal calipers can.   
The club has been invited by Kevin to make another 
field trip to Arkenstone this summer to see what new 
and exciting specimens they have on the shelves.  
Many thanks go to Kevin for the presentation on a 
miserable night and presenting us with the DVDs.  
We will definitely schedule a field trip to Arkenstone, 
Inc in the summer of 2010.   
 
LAPIDARY SUPERVISOR  

Don Lawrence 
 

2/2/2010 - 1st Tuesday- Frank O'Donley (9:00am - Noon)  
2/4/2010 - 1st Thursday - Jeremy Dubhros (7:00pm - 
9:00pm)  
2/6/2010 - 1st Saturday ï Dale Miller (9:00am ï Noon) 
  
2/11/2010 - 2nd Thursday ï Ray Wilkes (7:00pm - 9:00pm)  
2/13/2010 - 2nd Saturday - Don Lawrence (7:00am ï 
Noon) 
  
2/16/2010 - 3rd Tuesday ï (Free Tuesday) Bob Boyd 
(7:00pm - 9:00pm) 
2/18/2010 - 3rd Thursday - Ray Wilkes (7:00pm - 9:00pm) 
2/20/2010 - 3rd Saturday - Gary Copple (9:00am ï Noon) 
  
2/25/2010 - 4th Thursday Frank OôDonley (7:00pm - 
9:00pm)  
2/27/2010 - 4th David Abbott (9:00am ï Noon) 
 
 
AGMC CLASS DESCRIPTIONS 

Emie Stewart 
 

http://www.monnigmuseum.tcu.edu
http://www.jacobalbee.com/
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All classes are offered at the AGMC club house at 
1408 Gibbons Road, Arlington, Texas, depending 
upon instructor availability.  Not every class is 
offered during the year.  All classes have a $3/hour 
building maintenance fee, plus any class-specific 
costs such as tools, materials, and supply fees.  Only 
current members may take classes.  Students are 
responsible for the purchase of all supplies and tools 
necessary for the class.  Members must take the 
beginning cabochon cutting class before being 
allowed to use the lapidary equipment.   
 
Sign up sheets are posted on the clubhouse bulletin 
board the month before the class begins.  Classes are 
also listed in the club newsletter the month before 
they begin.  The newsletter is available via email, 
snail mail, and the website.  Due to space limitations 
and to ensure adequate one-on-one instruction, 
classes are usually limited to 10 students.  At the 
instructorôs discretion, a no-show may be waitlisted 
for future classes.  A no-show is defined as someone 
who signs up for a class but fails to show up, thus 
taking someone elseôs spot.   
 
Workshops are also subject to the preceding policies.  
For more information and a schedule of classes and 
workshops, visit www.agemclub.org.   
 
On-going classes: 
 
Beginning cabochon cutting:  this is a 3 hour class 
during which students learn the basics of roughing 
out, shaping, and polishing a cabochon, along with 
how to operate the lapidary equipment.  It is offered 
monthly. 
 
 
Chain making and wire jewelry:  this class meets 
once a month for three hours.  Students learn how to 
make various types of chains, and other wire jewelry.  
Students may come and go, as they are interested. 
 
Faceting:  this class meets once a week, from 
September through May, for two hours each week.  
Students learn the four basic cuts:  step, round 
brilliant, Texas star, and emerald.  5 club machines 
are available for use, or students may bring their own.  
There is usually a long waiting list for the club 
machines. 
 
Glass fusing and slumping:  there are two classes:  an 
all beginners and a combined beginning and 
advanced.  The all beginnersô class is a 12-week 
class.  It meets twice a month, for 4 hours each time, 
including firing time.  Students learn about the types 
of glass and how to cut it; how to use the equipment; 

inclusions; metals and punches; grinding; sand 
blasting; sawing; etching; and wire wrapping.  
Students can expect to pay up to $30 for tools, plus 
approximately $20 for starting glass. Students may 
purchase dichroic glass for about $30 per pound. 
 
The combined class of beginners and advanced 
students meets twice a month, for 4 hours each time.  
Students from the waiting list are rotated into the 
class as other students leave.  Students can expect to 
pay up to $30 for tools, plus approximately $40 for 
glass.  A $6 beginners kit may be purchased from the 
instructor.  Supplemental glass firings are available at 
$3/hour per student for pieces assembled in regular 
class.  Topics covered in the combined class include 
properties of glass and its handling; mica; inclusions; 
decals; frit; enamels on glass; silver foil; wire; using 
the glass grinder and sand blaster; etching cream; 
slumping; drop molds and firing rings; pattern bars; 
glass weaving; and beginning lampworking.   
 
Silversmithing:  this curriculum is divided into 
beginner, intermediate, and advanced classes, with 
each being a prerequisite for the next.  There are 
usually separate Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
night classes that meet once a week, depending upon 
instructor availability.  Students remain with their 
class and instructor throughout the curriculum.  Each 
class lasts approximately 6-8 months, for a total 
course duration of up to 24 months.  Depending upon 
the quality of tools and the market price and amount 
of silver you buy, expect to pay at least $350 for tools 
and about $100 for silver for the beginning class, plus 
your class fee.  Subsequent courses will require 
additional tools and, of course, additional silver.    

 
Beginning topics include learning the use of the hand 
tools; how to solder; an all-metal pendant; a pendant 
with a bezel-set cabochon; a triangle wire bracelet; a 
wire bracelet with a bezel-set cabochon; and a ring 
with a step-bezel. 
 
Intermediate topics include making a faceted stone 
ring; scrolling; Etruscan chain; special 
settings/shapes; reticulation; rivets; making steel 
stamps; overlay/appliqué; and spin bail. 
 
Advanced topics include surface treatments; hollow 
beads; forging hollow tubes and spicula; hinges; 
Foldforming; and clasps. 
See Class Descriptions on page 7 
 
Class Descriptions continued from page 6 
 
Wire wrapping:  There are two wire-wrapping 
classes, both for beginners.  The first class meets 
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once a month on the second Saturday for 7 months.  
Projects include a beaded cross; a cabochon pendant; 
and a cabochon ring.  Depending upon the quality 
and type of tools purchased, students can expect to 
pay up to $100 for tools.  Materials are at market 
price, and a list is available from the instructor.  For 
more information contact Mike Hartz at 
agmceditor@yahoo.com.  
 
The second wire wrapping class meets once a month 
on the third Tuesday.  Information about projects, 
tools, and materials is available from the instructor, 
Leslie Wilkes, at mariomom@aol.com. 
 
Wax carving and casting:  this is a 12-week class that 
meets once a week.  It is offered several times a year.  
Students learn to lay out and carve their ring designs 
in wax.  Students have the opportunity to carve two 
rings, and then cast them using the lost wax method 
of casting.  Students learn the casting process, how to 
prepare their wax models for casting, and how to 
finish their castings.  Cuttlebone casting and Broom 
straw casting are also taught as a way to use up left 
over silver.  Depending upon the quality and type of 
tools purchased, students can expect to pay up to 
$100 for tools.  The size of their models determines 
the amount of sterling casting grain required, but a 
minimum is ½ troy ounce, at market price.  There is a 
supply fee of $20 to cover the cost of burnout, plus 
waxes and other consumables. 
 
Special Workshops: 
 
In addition, AGMC offers occasional workshops in 
special topics, depending upon instructor availability.  
Workshops offered in 2009 included slab saw; design 
drawing and rendering; geology; cabbing materials; 
marriage of metals; flat bead weaving; silver art clay; 
Viking knit weave; advanced wax carving; channel 
inlay; opal doublets/triplets; keum-boo; advanced 
lapidary materials; pierce work; electroplating; wire 
bracelets; filigree; and etching.  Workshops are 

announced and posted at the club the month before 
they are scheduled to begin, and are subject to the 
policies set forth above. 
 
 
CLASS REPORT 

Emie Stewart 
 
Special Workshops: In February, Sandy Brazzale will 
teach a workshop on gem identification on Sunday, 
February 21, from 1 ï 4 PM.   In addition, wax labs 
will be offered for those who have completed the 
casting class.  In March, Tony Graham will teach a 4-
week class on channel inlay, beginning Sunday, 
March 14.  On March 9, Jack Spinks will teach a 
workshop on filigree.  Please check the class bulletin 
board for signup sheets at the club meeting the month 
before the class is scheduled.   
New class:  A new daytime faceting class started in 
January, on Wednesdays, from 4 ï 6 PM.  There will 
be staggered start dates.  Please contact the instructor, 
Elaine OôDonley, at fodonley@att.net, for more 
information. 
Class information:  Elsewhere in this issue is an 
article describing the classes that AGMC offers.  
Many of these classes are ongoing, and fill very 
quickly.  That means there is a waiting period for 
most ongoing classes.  For new members looking to 
get involved, please be patient and consider taking 
one of the various workshops or ñcome and goò 
classes while you wait for a new session of an 
ongoing class to start. 
 
No Shows:  If you sign up for a class and are 
unable to attend, you must let the instructor know 
before the class date so that they can offer your 
slot to someone on the waiting list.  Failure to do 
so may cause you to be listed as a ñno show.ò  
Club policy is that no-shows will be wait-listed for 
future classes at the instructorôs discretion.    

 
 

JOIN NOW!!! 
THE FIRST TUESDAY CAB AND LUNCH BUNCH CLUB MEETS AT THE CLUB 

HOUSE 9:00 AM 12:00 PM FIRST TUESDAY EACH MONTH THEN ON TO 
LUNCH!!! 

Contact person Frank OôDonley 
 



8 THE HOUNDôS TALE                                        FEBRUARY 2010 
 

What a Difference a State Makes:   
Contrasts Between Rock Clubs/ 
Lapidary Arts Communities 
 

Andy Weinzapfel 
 
Someone in a Colorado club made the mistake of asking 
me to write a ñphilosophical articleò (as opposed to 
something strictly science-based).  So let me start by 
stating this essay is replete with sweeping 
generalizations. Thatôs what I do; simple minds require 
uncomplicated world-views, so distilling complex facts 
into a few generic black and white observations makes 
perfect sense to me.  My hope is to offend no one, but I 
probably will. 
 
In 1971, weighing 145 lbs dripping wet, I was knocked 
off my feet by the Wyoming wind while doing geologic 
fieldwork for Conoco.  Landing on my head, the reason 
for my pathetic, singles love life flashed before me: I 
couldnôt tell the bundled-up women from the bundled-up 
men during the long, nine-month Wyoming winter.  The 
next day, I requested a transfer to Texas.  While I canôt 
remember what I did yesterday, the memory of crossing 
the stunning harbor bridge on the north end of Corpus 
Christi, with Seals and Croftôs ñSummer Breezeò playing 
on the radio, is hard-wired.  I thought I had died and 
gone to heaven.   
 
Six months later, the bloom was coming off the rose.  
My love life was still a desert drought.  A prized 
motorcycle in mint condition collapsed in a heap of rust, 
due to the salt air.  I had done sufficient fieldwork on the 
Gulf Coastal Plain to find out the rocks in that part of 
Texas were generally a 1-2 on my excitement scale, 
while those of Colorado were a solid 7-9.  The 
conclusion: more interesting and exotic minerals existed 
in a few small Colorado pegmatites than in all the 
sediments of east Texas.  As a student at Colorado 
School of Mines in the 1960s, I made the dumb mistake 
of re-discovering the Beaver Brook pegmatite, hosting 
beryl, topaz, rare earths, and amazonite.  I did what any 
normal rock hound would do, cut physics class.  The 
minerals collected were impressive; my physics grade 
wasnôt.   
 
In contrast, Texas fossil collecting is good, generally 
superior to the Rockies.  While there are some 
extraordinary fossil locations in Colorado, i.e., Florissant 
Fossil Beds National Monument, the cool thing about 
Texas fossils is their widespread occurrence and 
diversity.   
 
Then there was the challenging matter of finding good 
outcrops in east Texas.  The best natural ones were along 
the fire ant, snake-infested creeks, not a fun place to 
linger.  One January morning, I actually stepped on a 

water moccasin; it was too cold and stiff to strike.  I 
thought it was a log until it moved!  In urban areas, 
road construction offered some exceptional temporary 
collecting exposures for fossils.  My favorite locality 
was a shale section in the midst of limestone outcrops 
of urban Austin, yielding abundant pyritized marine 
fossils.  At high altitude, there are no poisonous snakes, 
but Colorado is not without its own concerns.  One day 
while prospecting alone (always a bad idea) in Pike 
National Forest, I had the feeling I was being watched.  
I soon encountered the mother of all mountain lion 
tracks. The fun evaporated; I soon developed a crick in 
my neck looking over my shoulder. 
 
The minimal public lands status of Texas is a huge 
impediment to collecting, compared to millions of acres 
without fences in the West.  Furthermore, in case of 
discovery, one can generally stake mining claims in a 
national forest or on BLM (Bureau of Land 
Management) lands of the West.  Big Bend National 
Park in west Texas would be a paradise for mineral and 
fossil collectors because of its diverse geology, except 
for one not-so-small point: unlike national forests, it is 
illegal to collect in national parks.  Major bummer!  In 
fairness, the famous Jurassic Morrison formation of the 
west has great dinosaur bone collecting opportunities, 
but those who chose to pick up vertebrate fossils on 
public lands may be fined or serve jail time. 
 
There is some shared geology between Texas and 
Colorado, having mineral collecting ramifications.  The 
Town Mountain Granite of the Llano Uplift, west of 
Austin, is about the same age (1 billion years) as the 
Pikes Peak Granite outcropping west of Colorado 
Springs.  Both contain blue topaz.  In large bodies of 
granites, fluorine-rich minerals like topaz are among the 
last to crystallize from the parent magma.  The Rio 
Grande Rift, whose north end lies in Colorado, extends 
through west Texas before continuing south into 
Mexico. In and around this deep crustal crack are many 
metal occurrences, fluorite deposits, and other 
interesting minerals.  Many picturesque, high peaks 
occur on its rift shoulder in Colorado.  The most rugged 
and spectacular scenery in Texas also is along this rift 
system. 
 
The search for the optimal USA mineral-collecting 
locality was one of many ingredients in our where-to-
retire decision.  Maine pegmatites are cool, but not as 
cold as their long winters.  Wyoming was too windy 
and remote, Arizona too hot, Nevada too remote, and 
Alaska too far away from our children.  The forest near 
Florissant, Colorado was the cream that floated to the 
top, due to world-class amazonite, the largest smoky 
quartz crystals in North America, topaz, and many other 
interesting minerals.   Two outstanding clubs were in 
the area: Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society and 
Lake George Gem and Mineral Club.  Both offered an 
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extensive menu of high quality field trips, a cut above 
probably 95% of other USA gem and mineral clubs. 
 
Due to the birth of a special-needs grandson in 2008, I 
am back in Texas, spending most of the year in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth METROPLEX, a buzzing hive of 6.5 
million citizens.  Fossil collecting here is pretty good; 
mineral collecting is challenging.  Fortunately, the DFW 
area is an easy dayôs drive from two classic USA 
localities across the border in Arkansas: Crater of 
Diamonds State Park, near Murfreesboro, and Mount Ida 
quartz crystals.  These locations are a must-do for every 
avid mineral collector.  The former is the only diamond-
bearing kimberlite pipe in the USA open to the public.  
For a nominal fee, you can collect all day and keep what 
you find.  Over 24,000 diamonds have been extracted 
since the park was founded in 1972.  If you havenôt done 
so, plan a trip there and hit both attractions. 
 
There are at least 7 area gem and mineral clubs in the 
DFW METROPLEX.  While I am not familiar with all of 
them, the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club offers one of 
the premier education opportunities in lapidary arts and 
jewelry making in the USA.  It is nirvana for anyone 
wanting to learn cabbing, silversmithing, wax carving 
and casting, wire wrapping, chain making, faceting, glass 
fusing, etc.  The club owns a 4995 square foot facility 
with modern equipment on 1.89 acres. This came about 
primarily through good planning and governance, 
coupled with donations of time, talent, and money.  The 
knowledge exchange going on there daily is truly 
remarkable. 
 
Regional differences between the two states perhaps can 
best be summed up by the way rock hounds view one 
mineral: quartz.  In Texas, I have been reintroduced to 
more words involving exceedingly fine-grained 
(microcrystalline or cryptocrystalline) quartz than I can 
shake a stick at: agate, petrified wood, carnelian, jasper, 
sard, flint, chert, chalcedony, etc.  While I can deeply 
appreciate the delicate swirls of agate, itôs all basically 
silicon dioxide with a little iron or manganese thrown in 
for color, sometimes something more exotic (nickel for 
chrysoprase).  Colorado mineral collectors, blessed with 
pegmatites, alkalic intrusives (phonolites, carbonatites,) 
and ores of the Colorado Mineral Belt, spend far more 
time with coarsely crystalline quartz: smoky quartz, rock 
crystal, rose quartz, and amethyst.  They still love agates, 
but with all the goodies in the forest around them--
including quartz crystals up to four feet in lengthðitôs 
hard to focus on only the fine-grained quartz variants!  
With respect to quartz, everything is not bigger in Texas. 
 
Finally, all three vibrant clubs mentioned above have one 
common ingredient: a spirit of volunteerism.  However, 
this should never be taken for granted; my guess is the 
80-20 rule applies to each of these clubs.  That is, 20% 
members do 80% of the work.  At the start of this New 

Year, we should all ask if we are doing our part to make 
our club even better.  We all have talents the club could 
use. 
 
For me, I count my blessings because I have the best of 
both worlds: unbelievable mineral collecting in 
Colorado, exceptional lapidary arts education in Texas.  
Life is good! 
 
Local Area Club Meetings 

Deborah Hartz 
 
Dallas Club meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9pm @ 10205 Plano 
Rd. 
 
Ft. Worth Club meets 4th Tuesdays, 7pm meet & greet 
@ 3545 Bryan Ave. 
 
Oak Cliff Club meets 4th Tuesday @7:30-9:30pm @ 
Renaissance Hospital Of Dallas 
 
Pleasant oaks Club meets 1st Thursday, 7:30-9pm 
@Garland Womenôs Activities Building 713 Austin, 
Garland 
 
 
 

Excerpt from the Dec. 2009/Jan 2010 AFMS Newsletter 
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AGMC February Class Schedule 
 
Special Workshops: 
Advanced Cabbing:  Challenging 
materials  
2nd Saturday, Feb. 13, 1 ï 3 PM  
Instructor: David Abbott 
 
Gem ID 
3rd Sunday, Feb. 21, 1 ï 4 PM  
Instructor:  Sandy Brazzale 
 
Cab Class 
2nd Tuesday, Feb. 9, 7 ï 10 PM 
Instructor:  Stephen Bennett 
 
4th Saturday, Feb. 27, 1 ï 4 PM   
Instructor:  David Abbott     
 
Wax Carving & Casting  CLOSED 
Thursdays, 7 ï 10 PM  
Instructor:  Emie Stewart 
 
Wax Labs 
Thursdays, Feb. 4, 11, 7 ï 10 PM  
Instructor:  Emie Stewart 
 
Wire Wrapping  CLOSED 
2nd Saturday, Feb. 13, 9 ï noon 
Instructor: Mike Hartz/Bobbi Wilson 
 
Wire Wrapping:  Beginner  CLOSED 
3rd Tuesday, Feb. 16, 7 ï 9 PM   
Instructor:  Leslye Wilkes 

 
Chainmaking & Wire Jewelry  OPEN 
2nd Saturday, Feb. 13, 1 ï 4 PM  
Instructor: Richard White 
 
Faceting 
Wednesdays, 7 ï 9 PM  
Instructor:  Mike Knuth/Elaine 
OôDonley 
 
Wednesdays, 4 ï 6 PM  
Instructor:  Elaine OôDonley 
 
Glass Fusing: Beginning and 
Advanced CLOSED 
2nd Sunday, Feb. 14, Noon ï 4 PM  
4th Saturday, Feb. 27, 9 ï 1 PM   
Instructor:  Becky Downey  
 
Advanced Glass Lab 
Tuesdays, 9 ï 1 PM  
Thursdays, 9 ï 1 PM (extra kiln firing 
day) 
Instructor:  Becky Downey 
 
Glass Fusing:  Beginning  CLOSED 
1st Saturday, Feb. 6, Noon - 4 PM  
3rd Saturday, Feb. 20, Noon ï 4 PM  
Instructors:  Lois McCormick/Barbara 
Poplin 
 
Silversmithing 
Intermediate Silversmithing CLOSED 
(new curriculum) 

Mondays, 7 - 10 PM  
Instructor:  Tamara Wilkins 
 
Beginning Silversmithing  CLOSED 
(new curriculum) 
Wednesdays, 7 ï 10 PM  
Instructor:  Andy Weinzapfel 
 
Advanced Silversmithing  CLOSED 
(new curriculum) 
Fridays, 7 ï 10 PM  
Instructor:  Emie Stewart 

February 2010
AGMC CALANDER OF EVENTS

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28

THE DEADLINE FOR THE HOUNDS TALE IS THE 15TH 

INTERMEDIATE 
SILVER SMITHING              
7:00PM - 10:00PM

 

GLASS FUSING 
BEGINNING AND 

ADVANCED              
NOON-4PM

FACETING                        
4-6PM AND 7-9 PM                  

BEGINNING SILVER 
SMITHING                         
7 -10PM

 

ADVANCED GLASS LAB 
9AM-1PM                            

FELLOWSHIP 7:00PM 
BUSINESS MEETING                 

AT 7:30 PM                                     

ADV GLASS LAB 9AM-1PM       
CAB CLASS 7-10PM           

FACETING                        
4-6PM AND 7-9 PM                  

BEGINNING SILVER 
SMITHING                         
7 -10PM

INTERMEDIATE 
SILVER SMITHING              
7:00PM - 10:00PM

INTERMEDIATE 
SILVER SMITHING              
7:00PM - 10:00PM

INTERMEDIATE 
SILVER SMITHING              
7:00PM - 10:00PM

ADVANCED SILVER 
SMITHING                         

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM

   WAX CARVING AND 
CASTING  AND WAX LAB                 

7-10PM                                
ADVANCED GLASS LAB 

9AM-1PM

ADVANCED SILVER 
SMITHING                         

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM

ADVANCED SILVER 
SMITHING                         

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM

   WAX CARVING AND 
CASTING  AND WAX LAB                 

7-10PM                                
ADVANCED GLASS LAB 

9AM-1PM

 

GEM 
IDENTIFICATION         
1:00PM-4:00PM

  

ADVANCED GLASS 
LAB 9AM-1PM  

BOARD MEETING                         
7:00 PM

 

ADVANCED SILVER 
SMITHING                         

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM

  

FACETING                        
4-6PM AND 7-9 PM                  

BEGINNING SILVER 
SMITHING                         
7 -10PM

 

 

GLASS FUSING 
BEGINNERS Noon -4pm                                 

CAB CLASS 1-4PM

9AM - 1PM                                         
FREE WORK SHOP AND 

WIRE WRAPPING            
BEGINNER                         

7:00PM - 9:00PM       

 

GLASS FUSING 
BEGINNERS NOON - 4PM

                                                                
AND ADVANCED 9am-1pm  
CAB CLASS  1:00-4:00 PM

WAX CARVING AND 
CASTING 7-10PM                               

ADVANCED GLASS LAB 
9AM-1PM

WAX CARVING AND 
CASTING 7-10PM                               

ADVANCED GLASS LAB 
9AM-1PM

FACETING                        
4-6PM AND 7-9 PM                  

BEGINNING SILVER 
SMITHING                         
7 -10PM

SHOP OPEN 9-12N

                                                      
WIRE WRAPPING             

9am-12n                        
CHAIN MAKING  1-4PM       
ADV. CABBING 1 - 3PM

 

SHOP OPEN 7-9PM

SHOP OPEN  9am - 
noon

 

SHOP OPEN 9-NOON

SHOP OPEN  7am -12n
JUNIORS  MEET 9am-

12n

SHOP OPEN 7-9PM

SHOP OPEN 7-9PM

SHOP OPEN 7-9PM

SHOP OPEN 9-12N 
GLASS FUSING GLASS FUSING 

BEGINNING

ADVANC GLASS LAB SHOP OPEN 7-9PM

SHOP OPEN 7-9PM

SHOP OPEN 7-9PM




