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Business meeting and program 1st Tuesday 7:30PM  

AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM  
 
 

 
PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Elaine OôDonley 
IT IS TIME TO VOTE FOR AGMCôS 2011 SLATE OF OFFICERS.  
Please try to attend this Meeting as it is an important one.  I mistakenly 
noted in the November Houndôs Tale that Nominations from the floor 
will be taken at that time.  Nominations from the floor will be accepted 
at the December Meeting, before the vote. The SLATE OF NOMINEES 
can be found under the ñGeneral Meeting Minutes in this newsletter. 
THE XMAS PARTY is scheduled for SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 
AT 6:00P.M.  At this time, the 2011 OFFICERS WILL BE 
INSTALLED.  A sign up sheet will be passed around at the 
DECEMBER MEETING.  If you cannot bring a covered dish, then 
perhaps you can make a donation toward the food budget.   We are also 
in need of a HOST AND/ OR HOSTESS for the evening.  If this is 
something you would like to do please notify me or a Board Member.  It 
would be nice to have a new member/members take on this task.  It will 
involve setting the main table, a dessert table, and a table with teas and 
coffee.  Assistants are always needed and it is a wonderful time for new 
members to get to know the core membership.  We usually have an 
exchange of gifts, or not.  If you would like to participate, bring a gift 
for a male if you are man, or a gift for a female if you are a woman.  The 
limit is $10.00. They can be just about anything, butééé..   
ROCKHOUNDS LIKE ROCKSééé slabs, cabochons, anything 
pertaining to Earth Science.  (A request for no-more-candles has been 
made)  If you play music, sing or otherwise entertain, we would love to 
showcase your talent at this special time of the year. 
A couple we met at the Facetersô Franklin Frolic III, in Franklin, NC., 
this summer,  were in the neighborhood and came to our November 
Meetingééééé..all the way from Georgia!  They were very 
impressed with our facility and with all that AGMC has to offer 
members. 
The Amendment to the Club Constitution and By-Laws is now ratified.  
All members received a copy by e-mail or snail mail. The change is 
noted elsewhere in this newsletter (in red ink) under General Meeting 
Minutes. 
We still need members to bring various foods for the regular meetings.  
The Tuesday, December  7 meeting would be a good time to do so, if 
you havenôt brought anything to share during 2010. 
Elaine OôDonley                                                             ancora imparo 
 
 

Continued ï see Presidents Address , pg. 2. 

http://www.agemclub.org
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EDITORD CORNER 
MIKE HARTZ 

 
Well, this is my last issue of the Houndôs Tale 
as your editor.  It has been a pleasure to give 
back to the club in this way.  Kathy Lawrence 
is your new editor.  Please give her the same 
great support that I have enjoyed.  And   Keep 
those articles coming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN NOW!!! 
THE FIRST TUESDAY CAB AND 
LUNCH BUNCH CLUB MEETS AT 
THE CLUB HOUSE 9:00 AM 12:00 

PM FIRST TUESDAY EACH MONTH 
THEN ON TO LUNCH!!! 

CONTACT PERSON FRANK 
OôDONLEY 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Elaine OôDonley 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Stephen Bennett 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 Steven Williams 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Alma Ramirez 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Dale Miller 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Harold Hoskison 
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Karen Cessna 
 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Susan Hale 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 
Building Chairperson    Mike Armstrong 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    Karen Cessna 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Alfreda Houston 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   Elaine Berry 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   Emie Stewart 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) Alma Ramirez 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Dale Miller 
Long Range Planning    Elaine OôDonley 
 
 

THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Kathy Lawrence at our web site 
http://www.agemclub.org, click on ñCONTACTSò (upper right), then, on 
the next page click on ñHoundôs Tale Editorò (bottom center) 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www
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ARLINGTON GEM 
AND 

MINERAL CLUB 
General Meeting Minutes 

November 2, 2010 
 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order 
by President Elaine OôDonley at 7:30 pm. 
 
NOTE: 
Tonightôs meeting followed a different agenda 
order than usual to allow the guest speaker to 
begin first, followed by appreciation awards and 
show and tell, finishing with the business 
meeting. 
 
Program: Guest Charles Finsley, former 
Director of the Dallas Natural History Museum. 
Chuck presented an excellent program on fossils 
and specifically included the area of the Mineral 
Wells Fossil Park. His presentation included 
many personal anecdotes and memories and 
provided an enjoyable program for everyone 
present. It was extremely timely as the club and 
the juniors are having their November Field Trip 
together to the Mineral Wells Fossil Park. 
 
Supervisor and Instructor Appreciation Night: 
Emie Stewart presented appreciation awards for 
this year to recognize those volunteers who help 
so much in the success of our club. There was a 
drawing for two Rio Grande gift certificates of 
$25.00 each. The winners were Frank OôDonley 
and Dale Miller. 
 
Follow a short break show and tell was held and 
the business meeting was resumed as follows: 
 
Show and Tell: Emie Stewart hosted those 
members that wished to come forward and share 
something they have made or in some cases 
unique experiences. It was informative and 
sometimes entertaining for all of those present. 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
The minutes from last month are posted in the 
Houndôs Tale and on the board. 
 
Treasurerôs Report: Steve Bennett  
Steve reported on the account balances. 
We still have the three CDs. 
 
Classes: Emie Stewart:  

Emie reported on the current classes and 
workshops. 
The listings of classes and workshops are on the 
board and in the monthly Houndôs Tale and the 
calendar on the club web site. 
There will be no 4th Saturday class this month 
because of the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
Programs: Steve Williams 
Not present. 
 
Field Trips: Sue Poarch  
November 13 is the Mineral Wells Fossil Park 
trip with the juniors. Meet at 10:00 or later at the 
park. 
 
December is the Christmas supper. 
 
Juniors ï Alma Ramirez 
The juniors are joining the Mineral Wells trip.  
December will be a pendant project for someone 
special. 
 
Delegate at Large ï Ray Wilkes 
Not present. 
Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand 
Sympathy card sent to Michael Armstrong. 
 
Newsletter ï Mike Hartz 
(agmceditor@yahoo.com or the link on the 
AGMC Web Page) 
Please keep the articles coming. 
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of 
the month. 
Not present. 
 
Show Report: Jack Spinks 
Nothing new to report. 
Jack submitted the paperwork for next year at 
Arlington Convention Center. 
 
Hospitality ï Alfreda Houston 
Please bring more food next month. Things got a 
little sparse tonight. 
 
Membership: Karen Cessna 
If you donôt have your name badge yet check the 
table in the library.  Now have 307 members; 
there are 57 already signed up for 2011.  See 
Karen at break to renew. 
New Members: 
Kellissa Terrell Valerie & Wayne Brown 
 
 
Continued see Minutes page 4 
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Minutes continued from page 3 
 
Visitors:  
Bill & Ruth Rainey Bruce (Bud) Fletcher 
Christy Robane 
 
 
Past President: Dale Miller 
We have received a donation of an excellent 
book from The Arkenstone called ñMinerals and 
Precious Stones of Brazilò during the recent field 
trip to their facility.  Appropriate ñthank youò 
notes are being sent. 
Dennis Peters has donated a plaque for Special 
Achievement Award he received from the club 
when he first joined.  It was well appreciated and 
we wish the best for Dennis. 
 
Lapidary: Don Lawrence 
The shop will be closed Thanksgiving weekend. 
 
Building Manager:  Mike Armstrong 
Unable to attend. 
 
Old Business: 
The amendment to the club Constitution and By-
Laws that was presented at last monthôs meeting 
and posted in the minutes published in the 
Houndôs Tale Newsletter were brought before 
the membership for ratification. There was a 
motion, second and approval by a voice vote of 
the membership present that constituted a 
quorum.  The text of the changes follows: 
Show Special Membership.  A member joining 
at the annual show will receive membership for 
the remainder of that year plus the following 
year at the full membership rate. 
Pro-rated Membership.  Membership dues will 
be pro-rated at a $6.00 reduction per quarter. 
The nominations recommended by the club 
Executive Board for voting members of the 2011 
Board were presented by committee chairperson 
Emie Stewart. Other members of the committee 
were Tom McCormick and Karen Cessna. The 
recommendations are as follows: 
 
President                       Elaine OôDonley 
1st Vice Pres., Classes      Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres., Programs  Steve Williams 
3rd Vice Pres., Field Trips ___________ 
4th Vice Pres., Juniors    Torre Quinn 
Secretary     Sue Poarch 
Treasurer     Stephen Bennett 
 
There is not currently a nominee for the  

Field Trips Chair. At next monthôs general 
meeting nominations will be taken from the floor 
for any other candidates for these positions. 
 
New Business:  
Established a date for the December Holiday 
Supper as December 18, 2010, at 6:00pm. We 
need someone or several members to step up to 
organize and facilitate the dinner. There will be a 
gift exchange and those wishing to participate 
and received a gift should bring a gift suitable for 
either male or female members depending on 
your gender.  Values are usually set at $10.00 or 
less. (Handmade is great too!) 
In order to keep the monthly meetings from 
taking too long please submit new items for the 
agenda to the President before the meetings. 
 
Drawings/Raffle: 
Name Badge/Sign In:  
Lewis Hill 
Raffle: 
Tim Connors Buddy Ferguson 
Lois McCormick Lois McCormick 
Ruth Rainey 
 
Announcements:  
 
The Texas Faceters Guild is almost defunct. 
Anyone with ideas to re-vitalize it please get 
with Elaine OôDonley. 
The South Central Federation convention is 
December 11 &12 in LA. If you want to exhibit 
or participate get with Elaine. 
We have a new sandblaster and dust collector 
that is primarily for the glass fusing classes but 
may be also utilized by the silver classes as long 
as a method to keep the media from 
contaminating either of the materials to be 
sandblasted can be defined. 
The President, Elaine, according to the 
Constitution and By-Laws, is going to appoint a 
five member committed to select a new life 
membership candidate. This is usually 
announced at the Christmas Dinner. 
The Logo Contest was won by Jeremy Dubhros 
with his submission and it will be on the club 
letterheads and etc. 
Torre Quinn has volunteered to lead a workshop 
to take professional type photos of member 
works.  More details will be forthcoming after 
the first of the year. 
 
Program:  
The program was presented at the start of the  
Continued see Minutes page 5 
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Minutes continued from page 4 
 
meeting by Charles Finsley. 
 
The Business Meeting Adjourned at 
approximately 9:45 pm. 
 
Submitted by: 
Tom McCormick 
Secretary AGMC 
 
LAPIDARY SUPERVISOR  

Don Lawrence 
12/2/2010 - 1st Thursday - Jeremy Dubhros 
(7:30pm - 9:30pm)  
12/4/2010 - 1st Saturday ï Ray Wilks 
(9:00am ï Noon) 
12/7/2010 - 1st Tuesday ï Frank O'Donley  
(9:00am - Noon)  
12/9/2010 - 2nd Thurs, ï Barbara Maloney 
(7:00pm - 9:00pm)  
12/11/2010 - 2nd Sa. ï Don Lawrence  
(7:00 - Noon) 
12/16/2010 - 3rd Thursday ï Dale Miller  
(7:00pm - 9:00pm) 
12/18/2010 - 3rd Saturday - Dale Miller  
(9:00am ï Noon)  
12/21/2010 - 3rd Tuesday ï (Free Tuesday)  
Bob Boyd (7:00pm - 9:00pm) 
12/23/2010 - 4th Thurs. ï Christmas  
     Eve Eve Shop Closed 
12/25/2010 - 4th Sat. ï Christmas Day 
                  Shop Closed 
12/30/2010 - 5th Thursday ï TBA  
(7:00pm - 9:00pm)  
 
 
YOU CAN WIN..........IN 2010 
From SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF 
MINERAL SOCIETIES, INC., SCFMS NEWSLETTER 
02 JULY - AUGUST, 2010 
 
The DeRIDDER AND FOSSIL CLUB OF 
SOUTHWEST LA and EAST TEXAS and 
THE SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION 
MINERAL SOCIETIES invites you to: 
 
A Worldclass Gem, Jewelry, Rock and Min. 
Show awaits you at the Exhibit Hall, located 
at the Beauregard Parish Fairgrounds, Hwy 
171 North, DeRidder, LA. 
 

Quartz crystal clusters, Moraccan fossils, 
amethyst geodes and ammonites are featured 
from around the world. 
 
For the really serious collector, fine and 
varied selection of Old and New World 
lithic artifacts will be available.  Displays 
give you an array of jewelry, gems and 
rocks that would rival King Solomonôs 
mine. 
 
$2.00 Donation - Children under 12 
Admitted free 

DECEMBER 11 & 12, 2010 
Saturday (the 11th): 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday (the 12th): 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

DOOR PRIZES - SPECIAL DRAWING 
SUNDAY AT 3 p.m. 
SCIENTIFIC FUN 

FLOURESCENT ROCKS 
FOOD CONCESSION 

AIR CONDITIONED BUILDING 
 
Details (From the SCFMS NEWSLETTER  
SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER, 2010) 
 
BREAKFAST WITH THE EDITORS AND 
WEBMASTERS Saturday, 7:30am At 
Ryans (Buffet) 735 N. Pine Street (Located 
near the Fairgrounds) 
 
SCFMS ANNUAL MEETING Saturday, 
1:00pm War Memorial Building 
 
AWARDS BANQUET Saturday, 6:00pm 
War Memorial Building 
 
ROLLINô ROCK CLUB MEETING 
Sunday, 8:00am  
 
Pre-Registration and Exhibit Forms 
are on the SCFMS Website 
 
Gemstones, Minerals, Jewelry, Indian 
Artifacts, Lapidary Equipment, 
Demonstrations, Flint Knapping, Silent 
Auctions, Hourly Door Prizes, And much 
more to see! 
COME JOIN US FOR A GREAT 
SHOW! 
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CONSERVATION & 
LEGISLATION 

by John Martin, AFMS Chair 
From the November, 2010 AFMS newsletter  
This is a time of national, state and local 
political upheaval. There are many new 
pieces of legislation that have been 
introduced during the current 
congressional session which may limit 
the ability to access and collect at our 
favorite collecting areas on public lands. 
These pending bills are not only 
addressing public lands in the west, they 
are creeping into the eastern part of the 
United States trying to restrict access to 
and the collecting in our National 
Forests. 
 
In order to be effective as the 
Conservation and Legislation Committee 
for the AFMS we need input form the 
membership where these pieces of 
legislation or local restrictions and 
regulations are being introduced.  When 
legislation does appear in any of the 7 
regional federations please let your 
committee know and it will be 
investigated and the results will be 
distributed to the AFMS membership. 
 
To report any information on public land 
initiatives please drop the committee an 
e-mail with the pertinent information to 
the Conservation and Legislation 
Committee e-mail address <afms-
conservation@antelecom.net>. 
 
The American Lands Access Association 
website has current information on 
active legislation pertaining to Public 
Land Usage.  The website is 
<www.amlands.org> and you are urged 
to utilize this resource. 
 
 
 

UPCOMING SHOWS 
Deborah Hartz 

 
DECEMBER 4-5, ROUND ROCK, TX 
Paleontological Soc. of Austin, Old Settlers 
Park next to Dell Diamond 
 
DECEMBER 11-12, SCFMS, DeRIDDER, 
LA, DeRidder G&MS, Richard Borchard 
Regional Fairgrounds 
 
Local Area Club Meetings 

Deborah Hartz 
 
Dallas Club meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9pm @ 10205 
Plano Rd. 
 
Ft. Worth Club meets 4th Tuesdays, 7pm meet & 
greet @ 3545 Bryan Ave. 
 
Oak Cliff Club meets 4th Tuesday @7:30-
9:30pm @ Renaissance Hospital Of Dallas 
 
Pleasant Oaks Club meets 1st Thursday, 7:30-
9pm @Garland Womenôs Activities Building 
713 Austin, Garland 
 
 
 
 

HAVE A VERY 
MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 
AND 

A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR 
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FIELD TRIPS          Sue poarch 

Arkenstone ï More Amazing in 2010 
 
In July 2009, members of the AGMC first visited the Arkenstone Gallery. Arkenstone Gallery is a private gallery 
featuring museum quality specimens, sells at major shows, over the Internet and by auction.  Many thanks to Rob 
Lavinsky and Kevin Brown for allowing us to make the repeat visit. Over the past year, Arkenstone has moved to a 
new location ï and is it fabulous.  They have four times the 
space with a spectacular lobby (including an interesting 
greeter.  See photo to the right.)  Also in the lobby is a 
coffee table the base of which is a very large amethyst geode 
from Uruguay.  (I learned how to tell the difference between 
the Amethyst geodes from Brazil and those from the same 
vein but mined in Uruguay.  Ask me.) 
 
The lobby is followed by a room containing the truly 
outstanding and large specimens.  Two are shown below: 
In the photo featuring the Brazilian Amethyst geodes with 

the Arkansas Quartz crystals you see a door on the left.  This leads to the showroom where specimens are displayed on 
glass shelves and lit for optimum effect.  This area is organized as a maze, where one starts with the smaller specimens.  
By following the maze one sees the larger and more spectacular specimens. Toward the end of the maze is an 
aquamarine cube shown in the photo at the end of the article.   
 
Under the specimens are drawers and drawers of smaller specimens.  Some of the drawers are labeled ñMiscellaneousò 
ï these are generally specimens that have not yet been examined and prepared for pricing.  They are also my favorite 
drawers to explore.  While I was examining one of the miscellaneous drawers, Rob Lavinsky was standing by me and 
explaining just what they looked for in a specimen.  Suddenly he picked up a specimen and headed off with it ï I did 
not find out what was special about this one specimen. 
 
About twenty members of AGMC took advantage of the opportunity to visit Arkenstone, including several who had 
visited in 2009.  I wish more members had been able to take advantage of the experience to drool over and photograph 
some of the worldôs outstanding mineral specimens.   
 
Thanks again to Arkenstone for their hospitality and for the donation of a copy of the ñMinerals of Brazilò that they 
donated to the AGMC library.   
 


