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ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB 

MEMBER OF 

 
 

SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF 
MINERAL SOCIETIES 

 
 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

 
CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth 
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to 
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like 
interests 

CONTACTS 
webmaster@agemclub.com 

World Wide Web Home Page 
http://www.agemclub.org 

 
Business meeting and program 1st Tuesday 7:30PM  

AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM  
 
 

 
PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Dale Miller 
 
 
Auction night was great.  The shortest meeting we ever had, 
just 15 minutes.  Most people left at 9PM  but a few stayed 
later.  We stopped the auction about 9:15.  
 
The club made $1,400.  Thank you to every one who 
donated items.  We had so much donated that we didn't get 
to many of the boxes of wood and agate.  We plan to have 
them out at meetings with a buy-it-now price based on what 
they sold for at the auction.   
 
The show brought in about $12,900.  We do not have all the 
bills in and one dealer broke his hip days before the show 
and we will refund his money.  We were able to sell his spot 
so the club is not out anything. 
 
We owe a big thank you to everyone who worked before, 
during and after the show.   
 
Our next meeting is November 3 and will be Teacher 
Appreciation.  I hope everyone can come. 
 
I spent Oct. 9, 10 & 11 in Temple, TX at the South Central 
Federation of Mineral Societies meeting - more about that 
later. 
 
Dale 
 

 

http://www.agemclub.org
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EDITORôS CORNER 
Mike Hartz 

 
Let me take this opportunity to thank those of you who 
have provided articles for the Houndôs Tale these past 18 
months.  The articles have been informative and have 
been very well received by the membership.  I will not 
name all the contributors here for fear of inadvertently 
letting someone off the list.  But the success of this 
Newsletter depends on articles like the ones you have 
provided. 
 
Novemberôs meeting is when you will hear the list of 
nomineeôs for the club officers from the nominating 
committee.  This is an important meeting as is 
Decemberôs.  We will be deciding who will be leading 
our club in 2010.  As always we need a strong leadership 
board to ensure that our club continues to grow and to 
continue providing the benefits to the public and our 
club members that we enjoy today.  Please take the time 
to attend these meetings. 
 
 

 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz 

 
This last month was a close call, when it came to having 
enough food.  Many of you come straight from work, 
but I know many stores are passed along the way.  I 
want each member to enjoy the time of fellowship, but 
you need to bring food to share as well as consume it.   
 
Many crowd to be first at the food tables (@ 7:00), if 
you are among the first in line please remember there are 
others who would also like to have a portion left for 
them.  Many of you who pile your plates high donôt 
bring.  How fair is that?  Iôm not about to point a finger, 
but you know who you are!  So letôs solve the problem 
by starting with a smaller portion.  If there is food left, 
then by all means eat up. 
 
For those of you who bring, ñThank Youò so much for 
sharing with us all.   
 
In December we will have a meeting and later in the 
month, Saturday, December 19, will be our Christmas 
Party.  Everyone is to bring a dish to this function for a 
time of food, fun, and fellowship.  Look for the list to 
sign up on what to bring. 

ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS 
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN 
THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR 
THEIR TIME.   
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER 
PARTICIPANT! 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Dale Miller 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Ray Batson 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 David Cordova 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Tamara Wilkins 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Rick Litsinger 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Karen Cessna       
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Pam Coleman 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Donna Thomason 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 
Building Chairperson    Ray Badson 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Rick Litsinger 
Long Range Planning    Dale Miller 

.  
THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz 
 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 
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ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
October 6, 2009 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order 
by Dale Miller at 7:30 on October 6, 2009.  She 
discussed that the meeting would be cut short 
tonight, because of our October club auction 
and that we would be going out of turn in 
discussing our members, old and new, as well 
as, the treasury report, and other activities that 
are scheduled for later classes.  Dale also read a 
letter written to the club about how nice and 
easy it was to enter the club show, and how 
well organized it was.  They stated that they 
would return again and were very pleased with 
the knowledge that David Cordova gave them 
concerning the club.  They were very well 
pleased. 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
The minutes from the last meeting are both 
posted on the bulletin board and in the 
newsletter.  
Tom was out of town; so, the minutes are taken 
(tonight) and transcribed by Tamara Wilkins. 
 
Treasurerôs Report: Ray Batson  
The show brought in approximately $12,900.  
We still owe someone for a table, because he 
broke his leg.  He fell off his roof and there is 
approximately $400 dollars in expenses for the 
dealer. The statement is on the (bulletin) board.  
There are a couple of more charges that have 
not hit yet. 
 
Classes: Emie Stewart:  
Emie was not present, but Dale stated that she 
had sent out an email to everyone on her list 
concerning the classes, and other activities that 
have been going on, including classes that are 
continuous and new classes, and classes just 
finished, as well as, workshops coming up. 
 
Programs: David Cordova 

In November, we will be having teacher and 
helper appreciation.  In December, Arkenstone 
will be coming for the December program. 
 
Juniors ï Tamara Wilkins 
The juniors would be doing chain making on 
the second Saturday of October, from 9 until 
noon. 
 
Field Trips: Sue Poarch  
Sue made an announcement concerning the 
October 17, 2009, field trip to the Archosaur 
Site, where the University of Texas at 
Arlington has found two new holes containing 
crocodiles and other interesting artifacts.  She 
had a sign-up sheet on the front table, 
requesting the names and email addresses of 
the people wanting to attend, in order to send 
directions.  You have to be at the site at 10 
a.m. on October 17, 2009.  If it rains, the trip 
will be canceled.  Also, Bob Boyd, invited all 
to the Lockheed Field Trip as well. 
 
Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand 
Get Well Cards: 
Sent 2 cards to the Hartz family, to 
grandmother (Deborahôs Mother) and to Mike; 
Paul Derr was visited and is doing okay.  
Bobbie (Wilson) says that Bill is in the ICU, 
not doing very well.  His left lung has 
collapsed.  Ray Wilkes is at home and is still 
having problems and not feeling well.  Tom 
Acred is to have surgery for diverticulitis. 
Thinking of You Cards - none sent. 
 
Hospitality ï Deborah Hartz Nothing to 
report 
 
Membership: Pam Coleman  
(Pam) was present, but could not speak, (due 
to) secondary to laryngitis.  Karen Cessna 
gave the report for the new members.  We 
(now) have a total of 305 members with 42 
registering at the show. 
 
Lapidary ï Don Lawrence: Nothing to report. 
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Delegate at Large ï Ray Wilkes 
Not present due to illness, but so far, no 
complaints. 
 
Newsletter ï Mike Hartz (link on the AGMC 
Web Page) 
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th 
of the month. 
 
The articles from last month that did not get put 
into the newsletter will be in the Houndôs Tale 
this month.  Mike states that he could use more 
articles.  One thing he would like to ask is if 
you send it in an email and the email has a 
message in it put in it somewhere that this is for 
the Houndôs Tale.  He gets a lot of messages 
from people; so, make sure you say this is for 
the Houndôs Tale.  If you send a picture 
separate from that message, say, ñThis picture 
goes with the article I sent you.ò 
 
Past President: Rick Litsinger 
No forms are needed for donations recently 
given. 
 
Show Report: Karen Cessna 
Karen wanted to just thank everybody for 
volunteering for the show. 
 
Old Business: None. 
 
New Business:  
Vests are available.  Nova Wells has offered to 
make them.  If you want a vest, the cost will be 
$15.00.  You need to let her know what size 
you need. 
 
Announcements: 
Chain making class is the second Saturday of 
every month, 1 to 4 p.m.  It is a come and go 
class.  You do not have to sign up on the board.  
They will (be) making a bracelet.  Also, for the 
program tonight, there was an auction.  It went 
great.  We raised approximately $1440 dollars.  
Everyone had fun.  The nominating committee 
was announced for 2010.  It consists of Emie 
Stewart, Don Lawrence, and Karen Cessna.  
Give them support in their search for excellent 

people to lead the club and volunteer.  They 
will make an announcement at the November 
meeting of the nominations.  Rick Litsinger is 
working on getting together the Life 
Membership Committee.  It will be announced 
at a later date. 
 
Visitors/New Members:  
Old member returned, Terry Keck. 
New members:  Elaine Webb, Deborah 
Thomas, Toni Goeringer, Robin Shuman, the 
Scott family, five in all (Daysy, Lee, and three 
children, Carlos, Anthony, and Glen), and Sue 
Lauer.  These new members were recognized 
and welcomed. 
 
Drawings/Raffle: 
Name badge and Signing in:   
Name badge:  Deborah Thomas 
Signing in:  Rick Litsinger 
Raffle: Not done. 
 
Business Meeting Adjourned at 8:15pm 
 
Submitted by:  Tamara Wilkins for 
Tom McCormick 
Secretary 
 
P.S. I would like to say that if I left anything 
out, please forgive me, as this was the first 
time that I have done this.  I hope I did Tom 
proud and helped. 
 
DEATH OF MEMBER 
 
Bill Wilson, a long time member of Arlington Gem and 
Mineral Club, (AGMC), has passed away.  Bill died on 
October 19, 2009 after a gallant fight with lung cancer.  
There will be a memorial service Nov 7 at 12:30 at 
Moore and sons at Bowen road off I-20 behind the 
Cracker Barrel.  
 
Bill was a very important person.  He was the Arlington 
Gem and Mineral Show chairman for many years.  One 
of those years was when AGMC hosted the 2001 
American Federation of Mineral Societies (AFMS) 
show   He and wife, Bobbie, helped Delbert and Joyce 
Speed coordinate that AFMS show. 
 
Bill will be greatly missed. 
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FIELD TRIPS 
Sue Poarch 

Ash Grove Field Trip ï September 26 
 
We lucked out as there had been considerable rain early 
in the week and I feared my ñrain jinxò had returned.   
 
But all went well and both the AGMC and the Fort 
Worth clubs met at the Ash Grove Quarry for fossil 
hunting.  As this was my first time hunting sharkôs teeth, 

I had to be shown both what to look for and how to look.  
I did find several sharks teeth, several pieces of pyrite, as 
well as something that may be a tooth or maybe a shell.  
No one Iôve shown it to can identify the item.  Almost 
looks like one tooth is pushing out another?  

 
 
 

Iôm not certain how many people we had, as several of 
the our members are also members of the Fort Worth 
club.   
 
Although it is too late to report on it in the November 
Hounds Tale, the October trip was a return visit to the 
Dino Dig in North Arlington.  I regularly receive the 
emails and know they have made considerable progress 
since we were there last spring.  They also now are 
working two crocodile pits.   
 

For November I hope to set up a trip to the TXI Quarry, 
also in the Midlothian area.  I will email everyone once 
I have set this up.   
 
As December is always a busy month for everyone, Iôm 
not planning a field trip for that month.  Unless anyone 
wants to suggest a site that just canôt wait until 2010.   
 
 
UP COMING SHOWS 

Deborah Hartz 
NOVEMBER 
7 - 8 MIDLAND TEXAS.  Midland Gem and Mineral 
Society, at Midland Center 105 N. Main St. 
 
7-8 AMARILLO, TEXAS Golden Spread Gem & 
Mineral Society; Amarillo Civic Center, 401 S. 
Buchanan 
 
13 - 15 HUMBLE, TX  Houston Gem and Mineral 
Society,   Humble Civic Center, 8233  Will Clayton 
Parkway  
 
11-21 & 22 MESQUITE, TX, Dallas Gem and Mineral 
Society,  Resistol arena, 1818 Rodeo Dr. 
 
27-29--TERLINGUA, TEXAS: Chihuahuan Desert 
Gem & Mineral Club; Big Bend Motor Inn Conference 
Room, Rte. 118 and Rte. 170 
 
SHOP SUPERVISORS 

Don Lawrence 
 
Here is the Proposed Lapidary Calendar for November. 
Please let me know soon if there are any conflicts 
 
Lapidary Supervisor Calendar for November 2009 
 
1/3 - 1st Tuesday- Frank O'Donley (9:00am - Noon)  
1/5 - 1st Thurs. - Jeremy Dubhros (7:00pm - 9:00pm)  
1/7 - 1st Saturday ï Don Lawrence (7:00am ï Noon) 
11/12 - 2nd Thurs. - Jeremy Dubhros (7:00pm - 9:00pm)  
11/14 - 2nd Saturday - Don Lawrence (7:00am ï Noon) 
11/17 - 3rd Tuesday ï (Free Tuesday) Bob Boyd 
(7:00pm - 9:00pm) 
11/19 - 3rd Thur. - Harold Hoskison (7:00pm - 9:00pm) 
11/21 - 3rd Saturday - Gary Copple (9:00am ï Noon) 
11/26 ï THANKSGIVING DAY 
11/28 - 4th Saturday - David Abbott (9:00am ï Noon)  
 
If you can not make a session, PLEASE call me.   
 
Don Lawrence 
(214)670-6523 
 
 


