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ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB
MEMBER OF

SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF
MINERAL SOCIETIES

AMERICAN FEDERATRION OF
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like
interests

CONTACTS
webmaster@agemclub.com
World Wide Web Home Page
http://www.agemclub.org

Business meeting and program 1% Tuesday 7:30PM
AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM

.«PRESIDENTOS ADDRESS

Dale Miller
January started with a great program. Andy Weinzapfel, a new member,
gave a program on Colorado mineralogy even | could understand. Made
me want to go on a field trip. He had several specimens for members to
study.

I made a mistake in the January Hound's Tale. | stated we needed
someone to do the 2008 history book. What we need is someone for the
2009 history book. Ruth is making the 2008 book. She has done a
fantastic job for several years and wants to hand the job over to someone
new. | am sure she will advise and there are several years of history books
to look at to help you create the 2009 book. Let me know if you will
volunteer for the position.

We also need a volunteer to be in charge of show advertising and show
competitions. If you want to help please call Karen Cessna, our shows
chairman.

I will be at the Fredericksburg, Tyler, and Tucson shows. Emie will
moderate the February meeting.

We have some new officers for 2009. The program chair and the field trip
chair will need help because they are new to the jobs. If you have a
suggestion for a program or a field trip please contact them. Field trip
chair is Sue Poarch and programs is David Cordova. If you cannot reach
them call me (817-229-0336 cell) or email me.

All of the officers of the AGMC are volunteers. They work hard so your
club runs smoothly. If you are in a class or plan to take a class, the next

time you see Emie Stewart give her a big thank you. It is not easy to find
teachers and coordinate times for classes. She does a great job

Dale


http://www.agemclub.org

EDITORG(S CORNER
Mike Hartz

I guess by now everyone knows 16m looking
for articles. Some may ask fiwhat kind of
articles?0 Wellllll to tell you the truth, I would
welcome anything that you have to offer that
you think would be interesting to your fellow
club members. For the competitions it has to
be related to our hobby as rock hounds, or be
in an instructional area of interest to all or be a
funny story. Now if you have something with
all three GREAT!!! But whatever you have in
the preceding areas, please let me have them. |
have also been asked how it is decided what
articles appear in The Houndds Tale. Simply
put, your editor does. But sometimes it is more
complicated than that. Articles I receive,
written with the aid of references, must give
credit to whoever wrote those references.
Repeated articles must have the approval of the
original author. So, in the absence of a
bibliography in an article using references, |
will ask the submitter to give me their
references. If the article is an entire work of
someone else then it would be most helpful if |
were provided a way of contacting the author
for permission to reprint. Other items in the
Newsletter are at my discretion. My policy is
to contact the original author when another
member wants a change to that authoros
submission. On controversial issues | look for
input from the club President and other Board
members.

So, please dondt delay sending me your
articles. Every memberds input is important to
me in making this newsletter the best that it
can be.
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ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS

NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN
THIS CLUB? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR

THEIR TIME.

VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER

PARTICIPANT!

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions)

President Dale Miller
Secretary Tom McCormick
Treasurer - Finance Ray Batson

1% Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes) Emie Stewart

2" Vice Pres (Programs) David Cordova
3" Vice Pres (Field Trips) Sue Poarch

4™ Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs) Tamara Wilkins
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson) Ray Wilkes

APPOINTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions)

Past President (Delegate at Large) Rick Litsinger
Newsletter (The Houndos Tale) Editor Mike Hartz
Show Chairperson Karen Cessna
Lapidary Department Chairperson Don Lawrence
Membership Chairperson Pam Coleman

APPOINTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions)

Library Chairperson Donna Thomason
Historian Chairperson VACANT
Building Chairperson Ray Badson
Show Dealers Chairperson Harold Hoskison
Show Publicity VACANT
Grounds Chairperson VACANT
Grounds assistant VACANT

Deborah Hartz
Veronica Murday

Hospitality Chairperson
Welcome Chairperson

International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson Joyce Speed

Telephone calling Chairperson

Jewelry Department Chairperson VACANT

Library Exhibits Coordinator (METROPLEX) VACANT

Educational Outreach T School Curriculum Steve and Mary Hilliard
Sunshine Marge Harrand
Webmaster Jeremy Dubhros
Graphic Designer Darcy Sety

Donations Chairman Rick Litsinger

Long Range Planning Dale Miller

THE HOUNDSS TALE

Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club.

ADS AND ARTICLES

Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out. Include your name and contact
information.

Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz

Deadline date for ads and articles
is the 15" of the month.
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ARLINGTON GEM AND
MINERAL CLUB

General Meeting Minutes
January 6, 2009

ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB
January 6, 2009 General Meeting Minutes

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order
by President Dale Miller at 7:30.

Secretaryds Report: Tom McCormick
The minutes from the last meeting are both
posted on the bulletin board and in the
newsletter.

Treasureris Report: Ray Batson
Report is posted on the board.

Special Announcement: Rick Litsinger,
Chairman of the Life Membership Nominations
Committee announced this yeards award of Life
Membership to Dale Miller and Harold
Hoskison.

Classes: Emie Stewart:

Silversmithing lab open 9 T 12 am third
Saturday of the month. This month Emie will
demonstrate rolling mill usage.

Wax Carving and Casting class starts January 8
from 7-10 pm for 12 weeks. Class is full but
alternate list will be considered first for next
class. Next class probably will be starting next
summer.

Three new workshops are coming up. One of
Emieds goals this year is to try and have a
series of one-day workshops. All signups will
be on the bulletin board.

In January David Abbott will teach how to use
slab saws. Scheduled for January 24, from 1 T 4
pm.

Emie will be teaching Design Drawing and
Rendering the last Sunday of January the 25"
from2 715 pm.

Marraiging of Metals workshop will be
February 28 from 1 1 4 pm.

More workshops will be planned throughout
the year.
FEBRUARY 2009

Leslie Wilkes will assume the chain making
classes in the absence of Mary Owren.

Mike Hartz will have wire-wrapping class this
Saturday as on the calendar.

Media: Emie is watching the ads for the new
TV for classes and digital photo display.
Ventilation Fans: Fans are here and hoping to
get them installed in the next couple of weeks.

Programs: David Cordova

Not present tonight.

Field Trips: Sue Poarch

King Tut exhibit at Dallas Museum of Art. Sue
has signup sheets and needs the money tonight
to be able to reserve. Working for Monday Jan.
19 or Monday Jan. 26. Price for groups on
Monday is $24.00 per adult. Need to see Sue at
break.

Juniors: Tamara Wilkins
This Saturday will be working on clay beads.

Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand

Get Well Cards to Mike Hartz, Donna
Thomason and Mike Knuth

Thinking of You Card to Marilyn Scholl

Hospitality: Deborah Hartz

Everyone did a great job but itds scary when
only one signs up and she doesnét know for
sure until we arrive.

Next month for February she is requesting
cookies and recipes. Finger sandwiches and
cheese are ok, but keep it light.

Membership: Pam Coleman

Tonight is last night for renewals at $30.00
without paying the $5.00 renewal penalty.
New members pay $40.00

Anyone who joined at the show or later is
covered through 2009.

Lapidary: Don Lawrence
Frances donated a 50k belt for the grinder.
This Saturday the shop opens at 7:00am (2"
and 4™ Sat. of month)
Continued on Page 4
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(M inutes continued from page 3)

Delegate at Large: Ray Wilkes

Comments on hot water and sink. Still needs to
come before the board.

Need new pull on kitchen cabinets.

Newsletter T Mike Hartz

Now that it is the New Year need more new
articles. Articles published are considered by
SCMS for awards.

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15"
of the month.

Show Report: Karen Cessna

Contracts ready to go out. Graphic artist will
have flyer ready to go out this week. Have the
Arlington Convention Center contract signed.
We have the big room this year. Need a
Competition Chairperson and Advertising
Chairperson. Both need to be working on the
show now.

Bill Metcalf passed away. He is the one who
dressed like a mountain man and had the items
and stories. He passed his things to the person
who had helped him and there will be an
attempt to contact him.

Past President: Rick Litsinger
Nothing to add.

Old Business: None

New Business:

Frank Krystinik announced that two of the
three new faceting machines are in. He will
bring in the bill when all three and components
are in.

Our new neighbors have installed three new
parking lot lights next door that will probably
help light our lot also.

Check your tires for nails or screws. There have
been a lot of incidents lately.

Frank ObDonley has a breakfast planned for

letters to congress about land use bill. 1f so she
needs a copy.

Visitors:

Paul Robe Gary Burkholder
Jacqie Thomas Jane Marengo
Constance Detamore  Susan Hale

Juan & Natalia Linda Wiger

Donna & David Summers
Elda and Laura Elizondo

Cynthia Phifer

Drawings:
Name Badge T Constance Detamore
Sign In T Leslie Wilkes

Raffle:

Delbert Speed Julia Hartz

Nova Wells Don Lawrence
Frank OdDonley Sue Poarch

Donna Summers Alma Ramirez

Program:

Excellent presentation by new club member
Andy Weinzapfel entitled: Treasures of Pikes
Peak Backcountry: Order from Chaos
Business Meeting Adjourned at 8:35
Submitted by:

Tom McCormick
Secretary

MONTHLY BREAKFAST THIRD
WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH

Wednesday January 21 at Tomds Diner located
at 1-30 and Cooper. 9:00 am

Ruth Cress needs pictures and events from
2008 for the club book. Inquired if anyone sent

Make plans now to get together with other club members
for the monthly breakfast. The next one is February
18™. Contact is Frank OdDonley. The place is Tomds
Diner at the intersection of Cooper and I 30 in Arlington
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HOSTESS
Deborah Hartz

I hope I can always start my column off as | have in
the past by saying Thank you for such a great
response. Your generosity is outstanding. | am so
grateful to you all. How about the planning of the
food? Well, the truth is there was no planning even
though it looked as if we had all talked. We must
have been on the same page. Even the desserts
went great with the Mexican dishes. | donft know
about some of the members, but | was blown away.

I thought for February we might try a sweet treat
thing for our meeting. Letds bring cookies with
their recipes and have a great time. A sugar high if
you will. 1 would ask some to bring sandwiches,
cheese, or fruit. Some members canit take all that
much sugar without something else in their systems
and some of us just dondt need all that yummy stuff.

Now on a serious note: It is great some are
bringing in food to share during class breaks. If
you bring it in dondt forget to take it with you when
you leave. If food is dropped, please take the time
to clean it. Paper towels, water, and soap can be
found at the sink area. If you wait till later, you will
forget. Thatds what we found to be true on the third
Tuesday this month. We came in to find a foul
smell coming from the snack area. They all looked
at me, | had not a clue. Shortly we tracked down
veggies left in the trashcan and when the frig. was
opened (oh my). Well I got everything back to
some kind of tolerable order and odor. When food
is left, expect a mess. Clean up the snack area and
leave the area as good or better than you found it.

Coffee area: Use sugar or creamers? Please close
all containers! Spoons, stir, napkins all belong in
the trashcan. Soda cans are being left around the
clubhouse. 16m sure it is just an oversight on your
part, but help us out. Cans, bottles, and papers have
special trashcans. All other trash put in designated
trashcans.

YOU are not just helping me out, but all of us.
Clean areas are healthier and we wongt be worrying
about ants and such, come spring!!! It only takes
you a minute to clean it, if left it takes much longer.

Thanks to all
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OVERSTOCK JEWELRY SALE

Bobbi Wilson is inviting all to an overstock jewelry
sale Saturday Feb 7, 2009. 10:00am to 4:00 pm

We have wire wrapped and beads. Maybe a little
rough also. There is an abundance of rainbow
obsidian and some other stones.

When: Saturday Feb 7, 2009, 10:00am to 4:00pm
Where: 11117 Smallwood Dr., Burleson, TX.
76028

Directions: From Hwy 35 South, take the 1187 exit,
go East on 1187, turn north on South Oak Grove
then turn right on Smallwood Dr, 11117 is on the
right.

Mapsco page 120 E.

Itos Show Time
Karen Cessna T Show Chair

Our annual show is September 5-6, 2009 at the Arlington
Convention Center. | know it seems like September is a
long time away but it will be here before you know it. |
want to urge all of you to enter a showcase of your work
at the show. This is our opportunity to show all of our
attendees what we do at the club. We all spend a lot of
time creating our stuff i.e. rings, pendants, bracelets,
faceted stones, glass fusing, cast items, etc. We should
be proud of our creations and show them off. If you
donét have enough to fill a showcase share one with
someone in your class. Let your star shine at the show.

I would also like to urge everyone to enter pieces in
competition. We have silversmithing, chain making,
faceting, and lapidary categories. Each category has
beginner, intermediate and master levels. Last year we
did not have any entries for competition. This saddens
me because we have talented artist at all levels. Be
proud of what you create and enter it into competition.

The show is a big deal T it candt be done by just a few
people. | really need volunteers. | am in desperate need
of a Showcase Chairperson, Advertising Chairperson,
and Competition Chairperson. Anyone willing to invest
some time to help your club in these areas please contact
me. My e-mail is cessnak@ont.com and my phone is
817-903-5980. Volunteering is a great way to get to
know some of the club members.

I will end by saying THANKS to all the volunteers from
last yeards show. Everyone went above and beyond to
make the show a success. Volunteers are what make our
club work. Thanks!
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THE ARMCHAIR ROCKHOUND:

PURSUITS AND PRODUCTS

By Ruth Riza, M.S.
Ah, spring is in the air. Yes, | know winter has just
started, but rockhounders smell spring long before it
happens. | teach at the college, and we refer to the
semester that starts in January as "spring", so itos spring.
Now, having said that, we are free to pursue in our minds
what lovely rocks we will gather as the weather
gradually warms and the days become longer.
In doing some casual research for spring rock hunting, |
reviewed the Cenozoic Era, Mesozoic Era, and the
Paleozoic Era, and decided that my spring rockhounding
budget would not extend to a large grant to uncover the
many mysteries the earth holdbds for us to find, | was
going to have to settle for something tamer currently to
satisfy my rockhounding fever, and something that is
available to all of us, no matter how hectic your schedule
is. We have to be creative in light of the current
economic situation. My visions of climbing a mountain
in Burma in search of rubies when it is thirty degrees
were quickly quelled.
So, my friends, | have been rockhounding at the local
estate sales and the thrift stores. Yes, the thrift stores.
Thrift store are manned for the most part by well
meaning lay people whose rock identification skills
leaves something to be desired. Which is great for us.
Recently at a thrift in Arlington, | located a number of
interesting rock specimens, in a small plastic bag,
marked .66! And this is not a fluke find, thrift stores
depend on donations from well intentioned people like
ourselves, who simply either have no more room, or
cannot identify what they have, and have given up. This
is very much like looking in the field, those who search
consistently, usually find.
So, what to do with my treasure? Identification is another
matter. About three years ago, | purchased what was then
considered to be the state of the art identification gadget,
a Presidium Gem Tester. In preparation for this article |
went on line and searched for reviews. | see that the
Lapidary Journal has a review posted online, however
the link was broken and the review would not open. 1 did
however review the comments posted on
Gemologyonline.com in 2007.
Seems as though this pricey little black box has been
fairly well received by a number of people. The
Presidium Gem Tester is a helpful tool in identifying
most gemstones, and it is based on the principle that
different gemstones have different thermal and electrical
conductivity and this gadget differentiates stones on this
basis. It is far from foolproof, but gives an indication of
what type of stone you have. | found a number of helpful
comments on the use of this, and of course, the
limitations.
And so armed with some identification help, I can
continue on to try and identify some of the physical
properties of my gemstones with the help of my
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colleagues and research in the library and on the internet.
For those of us that are quite busy at this time of year,
the area libraries are a great source of help, and you
dondt have to climb a mountain in Burma to get there and
identify your rocks and gemstones.

An inquisitive mind also helps, in this neat little packet
that | purchased was a crystal which | have tentatively
identified as a quartz crystal, 2.5" long, 1.5" high and
1.5" wide, it appears to have natural terminations, and
the alternating prismatic faces have well developed
striations, and a stunning degree of clarity all through the
crystal. The crystal has an absence of "record keepers™ or
phantom crystal shapes inside, but displays some faint
phantomds within it, in the beginning stages. Beautiful
find for an armchair rockhound. Happy hunting and
happy reading!!!

HUMOR
Submitted by Julia Hartz, Junior Member

What did the rock hound ask her mother to put on her
dress?

Lace agate
What rock does the Rolling Rock Club never collect?

Moss Agate. A rolling rock gathers no moss.

SHOP SUPERVISORS
Don Lawrence

2/5/2009 - 1st Thursday - (7:00pm - 9:00pm)
2/7/2009 - 1st Saturday - (9:00am - Noon)

2/12/2009 - 2nd Thursday - Ray Batson (7:00pm -
9:00pm)

2/14/2009 - 2nd Saturday - (7:00am - Noon)

2/17/2009 - 3rd Tuesday - (Free Tuesday) (7:00pm
- 9:00pm)

2/19/2009 - 3rd Thursday - (7:00pm - 9:00pm)
2/21/2009 - 3rd Saturday - (9:00am - Noon)
2/26/2009 - 4th Thursday - (7:00pm - 9:00pm)

2/28/2009 - 4th Saturday - (7:00am - Noon)
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AFMS ENDOWMENT FUND
Bill Pattillo

Again this year, the American Federation of
Mineralogical Society is sponsoring a raffle, to benefit
the Endowment Fund. This raffle consists of donated
items from different individuals and Gem Clubs, that
work with the AFMS. This fund raised over $8000 last
year and again this year, 2009 there will be a raffle of
items that are donated. This raffle will take place at the
AFMS Meeting and Show held in Billings, Montana. As
I understand it now, each one of the Federations in the
AFMS will be entitled for one item, for sure, as the ticket
stubs that are turned in from each Federation will be put
in a box and one ticket drawn. Then the items will be
numbered and one number will be drawn and that item
will go to that Federation winner.

After the seven Federations have been drawn, all the
ticket stubs will be put in a box and tickets drawn and
then they will draw for an item number and that winner
will receive the item numbered. This is a much better
way of distributing the items to the winners. Each
Federation will receive at least one winner.

I have taken on the chore of getting items, donated to the
AFMS Endowment raffle and selling tickets for the
drawing. The tickets will sell for $5 each or 5 tickets for
$20. This is the same as in the past years. The donated
items should be in the range of at least $50 and on up to
whatever. | have heard of two items, donated and one is
valued at $200 and the other one at $150.

If you or your club would like to make a donation, let me
know and I will accept it for the AFMS Endowment
Fund. 1 will see that it gets to Billings, Montana. If you
would like to have some tickets to sell or if you would
like to buy some tickets, let me know and I will make
them available. I will send you a ticket or send you some
tickets, to be sold.

Please contact me at:
bill@rockfoodtable.com

or phone - 361-387-5190

or snail mail

610 Wright Street,

Robstown, Texas 78380-3815

Thanks and hope to see you at a Gem Show this year.

Bill Pattillo
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WHY GEOLOGY ROCKS!

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
WONDERFUL, WACKY
WORLD OF EARTHSCIENCE

February 15", 1-4PM
No sign-up required

Did you know 800,000 years ago, a compass would
have pointed to magnetic SOUTH, not magnetic
north? What caused the end-of-Permian mass
extinction, where 95% marine and 70% land species
died out, dwarfing the widely published demise of
dinosaurs at end-of-Cretaceous? Have you ever
wondered what would happen if the Yellowstone
super-volcano would decide to erupt? How come
Iceland gets its energy from cheap geothermal, but
the United States, with all its scientific know-how,
is so dependent on imports?

And you think you are getting old! How vast is
geologic time, and what happened here long before
you were born? Where was the land mass your
home is built on as one goes back in time?

What about global warming? Is it real and, if so,
caused by man via emissions of carbon dioxide?
Has our climate ever been as hot? Have the polar
ice caps ever melted, pushing sea level higher than
today? Is there something out there in the natural
environment which could cause far severe climatic
changes than carbon dioxide?

If these and other earth science questions intrigue
you, come to the 3-hour presentation on Sunday,
February 15, 1-4 PM, at the clubhouse. No sign-up
is required.



