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CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth 
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to 
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like 
interests 

CONTACTS 
webmaster@agemclub.com 

World Wide Web Home Page 
http://www.agemclub.org 

 
Business meeting and program 1st Tuesday 7:30PM  

AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM  
 
 

 
PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Dale Miller 
 
 
The March program was very interesting.  David Cordova is 
doing a good job getting us new programs.  I had to leave 
before our speakers because I was driving someone who 
needed to get home.  I still didn't get out of the club until 
10PM.  If you missed this one you missed a great 
opportunity to meet a jewelry designer and talk to her about 
her work. 
 
The April program will be Show and Tell.  This is a chance 
for you to tell about a field trip, show what you have made 
or want to make and to show what you have learned at the 
club. 
 
Sue Poarch has several field trips planned.  If you go on one 
please plan to tell us about it. 
 
The club parking lot sale is May 9 from 9AM till 1PM.  
Everyone is welcome to setup to sell or just to come by and 
buy.  There will be Pot Luck at 1PM . 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.agemclub.org
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ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS 
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN 
THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR 
THEIR TIME.   
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER 
PARTICIPANT! 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Dale Miller 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Ray Batson 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 David Cordova 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Tamara Wilkins 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Rick Litsinger 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Karen Cessna       
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Pam Coleman 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Donna Thomason 
Historian Chairperson    VACANT 
Building Chairperson    Ray Badson 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Rick Litsinger 
Long Range Planning    Dale Miller 

.  
THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz 
 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

 EDITORS CORNER 
Mike Hartz 

 
April is upon us, and we need to begin 
thinking of all the upcoming events we have to 
look forward to.  There are, of course all of the 
field trips that Sue Poarch has planned for 
April.  But, it is not too early to start planning 
for the activities in May.  The first weekend is 
the International Gem and Jewelry Show on 
May 1st, 2nd, and 3rd.  Then the following 
weekend on May 9th is our parking lot sale 
from 8:00am to 1:00 pm, see the presidentôs 
address on page one for more details.  Then 
two weekends later is the Ft. Worth Gem and 
Mineral Show on May 23rd and 24th.  So plan 
now to give your support to these events, if 
only by your attendance. 
 
 

 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz 

Bravo!!  What a great group you are to bring food each 
month and then you out do yourselves.  We all enjoy the 
fellowship time and the food.  Keep it up. 
 
 
Remember:  If you use it clean it, put it back like you 
would like to find it next time, and put it back where 
you found it in the first place.  Nothing is more 
disturbing than to come in and find coffee area left dirty, 
sugar and creamer lids left open.  If you find plates and 
napkins in their plastic, please return unused items to 
their original containers.  Utensils are in covered plastic 
containers in the cabinet over the microwave please 
return them to their places.  Everyone needs to check 
and make sure your class is not the offending ones.  It 
makes life easier if things can be readily found and are 
left clean. 
 
 
In May we have a parking lot sale and a potluck.  The 
pot- luck is at 1 p.m.  Pot Luck means everyone is to 
bring a dish to share.  We may have vendors and visitors 
who are not clubs member, so it is important we have 
enough food to share.  
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ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
MARCH 3, 2009 

 
Call to Order: Dale Miller called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 pm 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
The minutes from the last meeting are both posted on 
the bulletin board and in the newsletter.  
 
Treasurerôs Report: Ray Batson  
Ray reported on the monthly financial status and will 
post the report on the bulletin board. 
Dale reported that she is getting fencing estimates for 
the work on the clubôs fence. 
 
Classes: Emie Stewart:  
Digital photo frame was purchased and is on display 
with the class photos scrolling through. 
Recent classes/workshops were: 
Faux Married Metal taught by Deanna Ooley  
Geology 101 Seminar presented by Andy Weinzapfel 
Silversmithing 101 started last Monday and is being 
taught by Tamara Wilkins. 
March 31- another workshop on Cabbing Materials 
will be presented by Frank Menchaca. 
March 28- Flat Bead Weaving will be presented by 
Barbara Poplin 
April 26 Paula Truitt will be teaching a class on art 
clay ï will start with silver clay and may do a bronze 
clay class later. 
A new wire wrapping class taught by Leslie Wilkes 
will be held on the third Tuesdays from 7 ï 9 starting 
in April. 
A new beginning class taught by Lois McCormick 
and Barbara Poplin will begin in June. 
Thanks to the advanced glass class for the slumped 
wine bottle cheese platter donation for the show. 
 
Field Trips: Sue Poarch  
Nothing last month. 
 
Bob Boyd notified us of a trip March 21 to 
Brownwood to collect fossilized horned coral.   
March 14 there will be a trip to Jasper to hunt and 
collect petrified wood.  
March 21 a trip is planned to Beads by Sandy 
warehouse.  It will be open from 10 ï 2 for groups of 
4 -5 people at a time. Smaller groups are fine too. 
 
Juniors:  Tamara Wilkins 

March 14 the juniors will be slumping glass Dr. Pepper 
and Coca Cola bottles.  In April they will be working with 
clay type things to fire.  Then the Juniors will have a table 
at the May parking lot sale on May 9th. 
 
Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand (Not present) 
Marge sent a card to Deborah Hartz. 
 
Hospitality:  Deborah Hartz 
Thanks to everyone for the cards and prayers while she 
was ill. 
Thanks to those that brought things for tonight. 
 
Membership: Pam Coleman 
New rosters are available.  We have five new members. 
Comment from Dale: If you hear of events in the area that 
can let people know about the club let Pam know and she 
can route it to someone. 
 
Lapidary:  Don Lawrence 
Don is setting up a ñSunday Matineeò for the third 
Sundays of the month for videos we have in the Library 
and popcorn. Start time will be 1:30. 
 
Delegate at Large:  Ray Wilkes 
Ray requested the Executive Board to have emergency 
numbers by the telephones and Karen Cessna has done 
that. 
Dale talked to a key company about changing the doors to 
have key code pads put on the doors.  
 
Newsletter:  Mike Hartz 
Mike needs articles. They can be short or long. He has 
already submitted articles for 2008 competition.  Any 
now will go to 2009 entries. 
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of the 
month.  (Go to the link on the AGMC Web Page to send 
articles) 
 
Show Report: Karen Cessna 
The show cards are in.  We will be addressing and putting 
postage on at the August meeting. 
Karen needed someone to step forward to take of the 
Chair for the Dealerôs Dinner. Nancy Leary volunteered.  
While on the subject (of volunteers), Dale Miller 
commented that she has contacted Arlington Central 
Library and we have the month of August for a display 
and we still need someone to do these things.  Only have 
to  
 
set up display and come back and take it down. Dale will 
work with anyone that will volunteer. 
 
Continued on page 4 
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March minutes continued from page 3 
 
Past President:  Rick Litsinger 
Donations are starting to come in.  There is a list in 
the Newsletter of recent donors.  Rick has tax forms 
for those who need them for 2008 tax filings. 
 
Old Business: 
A Librarian is still needed. 
A Historian is also needed. This is a person that takes 
care of our annual book. 
 
New Business: 
Board Recommendation presented by Emie Stewart 
to purchase a video camcorder.  There was a motion, 
(a) second and (a) vote to approve. 
A motion was presented to the membership to 
recondition a donated Facetron machine.  Motion was 
made by Mark Brownmiller and seconded by Sandra 
Brazalle.  The motion was approved by a voice vote 
of the membership.   
Mary Ann Brower will meet the landscaper for an 
estimate on the fence. 
Next monthôs meeting will be Show and Tell. 
Spring INTERGEM will be May 1, 2, and 3. Setup 
will be on April 29 and 30.  
May 9 will be the club parking lot sale.  In case of 
inclement weather it will be moved inside. 
Announcement from Frank OôDonley that March 
breakfast will be 9:00 am Wednesday, March 18, 
2009 at Tomôs Diner.  Tomôs Diner is at the 
intersection of Cooper and I-30. 
Alec Gallia will be having a sale inside the club 
March 28 and 29. It will be 10:00 am to 4:00 pm both 
days.  
 
Visitors:  
Charles McKinney     Veronica Ritchey (Ronnie) 
Tammy Roberts        Jane Roberts  
James Roberts        Ed & LaNelle Tadlock 
Janet Stitson        Mary Margaret Myer 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO JULIA HARTZ 
  
Drawings/Raffle: 
Sign In/Name Badge 
Mary An Brower       William Ferguson 
Raffle 
Mary Margaret           Myer Janet Stitson 
Don Lawrence            David Cordova 
Stephen Bennett         Alma Rodriquez 
Julia Hartz 
 
Break and Business Meeting Adjourned at 8:20 
 
Programs David Cordova 

Tonightôs program is Jewelry Design presented by Mary 
Margaret Myer who is a Jewelry Designer. 
 
Submitted by: 
Tom McCormick 
Secretary 
 
SHOP SUPERVISORS 

Don Lawrence 
 
Lapidary Supervisor Calendar for April 2009 
 
4/2/2009 - 1st Thursday - Jeremy Dubhros (7:00pm - 
9:00pm) 
 
4/4/2009 - 1st Saturday ï Dale Miller (9:00am ï Noon) 
 
4/9/2009 - 2nd Thursday - Jeremy Dubhros (7:00pm - 
9:00pm)  
 
4/11/2009 - 2nd Saturday - Don Lawrence (7:00am ï 
Noon) 
 
4/16/2009 - 3rd Thursday - Harold Hoskison (7:00pm - 
9:00pm) 
 
4/18/2009 - 3rd Saturday - David Abbott (9:00am ï 
Noon) 
 
4/21/2009 - 3rd Tuesday ï (Free Tuesday) Bob Boyd 
(7:00pm - 9:00pm) 
 
4/23/2009 - 4th Thursday ï Frank O'Donley (7:00pm - 
9:00pm) 
 
4/25/2009 - 4th Saturday - David Abbott and Don 
Lawrence (7:00am ï Noon) 
 
4/30/2009 ï 4TH Thursday ï instructor TBA (7:00pm - 
9:00pm) 
 

THANK YOU 
Mr. & Mrs. Hilliard, 
The teachers and students are still talking about how 
much they enjoyed the Rock and Mineral Show.  They 
would like to send you thank you letters to show their 
appreciation.  Please send your mailing address so I can 
forward it to the Goodman Staff.  Thanks again for your 
time and expertise!  
Unfortunately, I was unable to attend because of a family 
illness, but I'll catch you next year!  Thanks again for your 
time! 
 
Carrie Donovan 
Goodman Elem. Science Lab Teacher 
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Inventory Reduction Sale 
 

Private Collection 
 

Rockhounder's dream material from 
Agate to Zoisite, gemstones, fossils, 
petrified wood, etc. 
 
Where: Arlington Gem & Mineral 
Club 
  1408 Gibbins Rd. 
  Arlington, TX 76011 
 
When:  March 28 & 29, 2009 
 
Hours: 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM  
 

 
 
 
 
THE STORY OF OPALS AND 
DIAMONDS 

Robin Litsinger 
 
One day many years ago, a little fairy sat in her little 
cottage watching a gentle spring rain.  When the rain 
stopped the most beautiful rainbow she had ever seen 
arched across the morning sky.  It was so bright and 
beautiful it made her smile.  She wanted to keep it 
forever!  She looked around her little cottage to find 
something to put it in.  She found a little saltshaker, 
emptied it, and flew off to capture a rainbow!  She 
flew up through the colors catching each one in her 
little saltshaker.  When she got home she was afraid 
someone might spill it, or eat it!  She had to find 
somewhere safe for her beautiful rainbow!  She 
looked outside and saw a soft cloud, like angel hair, 
drifting on the clear blue sky.  She flew up, rolling 
the cloud into a shiny stone ball.  Then a sunbeam 
sparkled in her eye.  She rolled the sunbeam up into 

another ball and headed home.  When she got back to the 
cottage, she took out her pretty cloud stone and her 
sunbeam stone and her saltshaker full of rainbow.  She 
sprinkled and sprinkled till all the rainbow was safely 
inside her pretty stones.  Now she could enjoy her 
rainbow whenever she wanted to!  The little fairy's name 
was Opal Diamond.  To this day the beautiful cloud stone 
with the rainbow captured inside is called an Opal!  And 
the sparkling sunbeam stone with the rainbow dancing 
inside is called a Diamond. 
 
 
 
CLASS REPORT 

Emie Stewart 
 
April is Show & Tell:  Aprilôs program is Show & Tell, 
where club members get to show off things they have 
made in class.  Please sign up on the class bulletin board 
if you want to share your work with us (weôd love to see 
it, you know!). 
Special Workshops:  Since the last newsletter, we have 
had two more special workshops:  Selecting Cabbing 
Material, taught by Frank Menchaca; and Marriage of 
Metals, taught by Deanna Ooley.  Both were very well 
attended, a lot of fun, and the students learned a lot.  
Frank will repeat his workshop on March 21 for those 
who may have missed the first one.  Flat Bead Weaving 
(peyote) will be taught on March 28 by Barbara Poplin, 
and Silver Art Clay will be taught on April 26 by Paula 
Truitt.  Signup sheets are on the class bulletin board at the 
club. 
Club Website Photos:  Many thanks to Jeremy Dubhros, 
our Webmaster, for posting photos from our classes and 
those of the studentsô work.  Please visit the website at 
www.agemclub.org to see the great work our members 
are doing.  The photos will be updated regularly, so visit 
often. 
Class Display Cases:  The class display cases are 
brimming with photos from the classes, and examples of 
club membersô work.  Also, examples of techniques to be 
taught in several upcoming special workshops have been 
put on display.  So, if you are wondering about a 
particular workshop, check the display cases.  Thank you 
to those artists who have loaned their work to AGMC for 
display. 
Classroom:  Thank you to Harold Hoskison who got the 
new air filtering fan working for the classroom.  This 
should greatly reduce the amount of airborne particles 
during messy operations such as casting.  Thank you also 
to those who help keep the classroom so neat and tidy, 
and who regularly bag and take out the trash from the 
clubhouse
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PAIR-UH-DOTô OR PAIR-UH-DOUGHô;ITôS ALL GREEN OLIVINE 
By Bob Carnein 

 
The following article is reprinted with permission from 
Dr. Bob Carnein, recently retired geology professor from 
Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania.  It appeared in 
March 2009 issue of Lake George Gem and Mineral 
Club (LGGMC), Lake George CO.  Our thanks to Andy 
Weinzapfel, for obtaining permission to reprint this very 
informative article. 
 
 
Some members of the LGGMC are probably familiar 
with the peridot occurrence in extreme southwestern 
Park County, between Hartsel and Salida.  Among 
others, the Colorado Springs club has a claim there (open 
to club members only; see Pick & Pack, November, 
2008, p. 5). Peridot is one of the birthstones for those 
born in August.  Like many gemstones, it is an unusual 
form of a very common mineral, or, in this case, a 
mineral group: the olivine group. 
 
The olivine group is what mineralogists call a solid-
solution series. This means that it comprises two or more 
minerals whose compositions grade into each other.  
Other solid-solution series include some of the 
commonest constituents of Earthôs crust: the plagioclase 
feldspars, the amphiboles, and the pyroxenes.  Even 
rhodochrosite and siderite are gradational in 
composition. 

 
To show the gradations of composition in solid-solution 
series, mineralogists use diagrams like the one below 
(Figure 1). The diagram is triangular because the 
compositions of all olivines fall somewhere between 
those shown at the three corners (called end members) of 
the triangle.  By far the commonest members of the 
olivine group fall between forsterite (pure Mg2SiO4) 
and fayalite (pure Fe2SiO4), whose compositions are 
shown at the lower left and lower right corners of the 
triangle. These are two of the three end members of the 
olivine solid-solution series. The shading shows that 
forsterite and fayalite are completely gradational.  
ñCommon olivineò fits somewhere into the left half of 
this gray area. 
 
Composition has a lot to do with the properties exhibited 
by olivine. As you may know, Mg (magnesium) has a 
lower density than Fe (iron). (For example, Mg is mixed 
with aluminum to make lightweight alloys for aviation, 
beverage cans, and the auto industry.) The specific 
gravity of a particular sample of olivine thus depends on 
whether Mg or Fe dominates, and this allows one to use 
S.G. to estimate olivineôs chemical composition (as 
shown by Figure 2). As you would expect, Mg-rich 
olivine has a lower S.G. that Fe-rich olivine. 

 

 
 
Mg-rich olivine also has a much higher melting point 
than the Fe-rich variety (1890oC vs. 1205oC for the pure 
end members forsterite and fayalite).  This explains the 
economic importance of Mg-rich olivine as a refractory. 

Currently, olivine is mined for this purpose in North 
Carolina and Washington. 
 
Composition also has a big effect on color. A little bit of 
iron goes a long way, in terms of darkening a mineralôs 


