ROCKHOUND NEWS OF THE ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB
1408 GIBBINS ROAD, ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76011
VOL.58, ISSUE 9, SEPTEMBER 2008

ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB
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SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF
MINERAL SOCIETIES

AMERICAN FEDERATRION OF
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like
interests

Email address gemclub@evl.net or
webmaster@agmclub.org
World Wide Web Home Page http:/www.agmclub.org

Business meeting and program 1% Tuesday 7:30PM
AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM

.«PRESIDENTOS ADDRESS

Dale Miller

As T write this it is 2 weeks before the show. This is our major fundraiser
for the year and is very important not only to pay our taxes but also to
show the public who we are and what we do. Karen has worked hard all
year but especially the last few weeks. We now have room for everything
inside the hall. We will not have to use the lobby for the auction.

I hope every member will attend the show. Wear your name badge to get
into the show free. I am sorry but I can do nothing about the parking
charge. Only those who are working at the show will have a pass to park
free. Karen is making worker name badges that will also be free parking
passes. She will make passes for everyone who has signed up to work. If
you have not yet signed up please let her know where you will be working
so she can make your worker badge. If you are not working then fill your
car with your friends and family so you can share the expense of parking
at the Convention Center.

You could meet at the club and take one car from there.

Saturday night at 6PM we feed the dealers. If you work at the show or
bring food to the dealer’s dinner you are welcome to stay and eat, but
please let the dealers go first. It is called "The Dealers Dinner" for a
reason.

There is a lot going on at the club right now. If you did not attend the
August meeting please read the minutes in the Hounds Tale to find out
more.

I have asked club members to help with several of these 'interesting'
events. | would like to extend a big Thank You to Carl Wells, Tom
McCormick and Ray Batson.

Attend the September meeting for a safety presentation by Harold
Hoskison and to find out how we did at the show.

See you soon,
Dale Miller


http://www.agmclub.org

.ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB
August 5, 2008 General Meeting Minutes

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Dale
Miller at 7:30

Secretaryfs Report: Tom McCormick

The minutes from the July meeting are both posted on the
bulleting board and in the newsletter. There is now an
email address for the club secretary. It is:
agmcsecretary@gmail.com

Treasurerds Report: Paula Truitt

The report is posted on the bulletin board. Please be sure
and use the correct form for requesting reimbursements or
for submitting money.

Classes: Emie Stewart:

There is a new class starting in September. Emie Stewart
will be teaching a wax carving and casting class for
beginning students. There is a sign up sheet posted. Chain
making with Mary Owren will be moving to the afternoon
time of 1 — 4 pm on the second Saturday. Many of her
students want to also participate in Wire Wrapping with
Mike Hartz, which has a conflicting time. She will not
have her August class. After the August show there will
be an attempt to get a Pearl Knotting Class set up and
going. There have been some problems with people
signing up for classes and then not showing up for class.
This prevents others from being able to sign up. In the
future the instructors can “wait list” no shows and allow
the next ones on the wait list to join the class. Becky
Downey: We now have 25 students in the Glass Classes
Department. There are now two classes. She has the
advanced class and Lois McCormick and Barbara Poplin
have started a beginner’s class.

Programs: Harold Hoskison

August is show-planning meeting

September safety presentation

October is the club auction

November is member show and tell

December he’s is working on getting Frank’s son to come.

Field Trips: Brian Bowles
Dallas Paleontology has a trip at Oliver’s Creek in August
near Justin. They will be meeting Sat. August 16 at 8:30 at
the Justin Boot Store. Irene wants to know if anyone is
interested in going to a brick-making factory in Denton.
Bossier City show is on the weekend of the 16™. Dale
asked if anyone wants to car pool to go to the show. There
is also a show in Jasper.
Juniors: Tamara Wilkins
August will be Wire Wrapping with Mike Hartz assisting.
Sunday August 17 from 1 — 4:00 Tamara needs juniors to
come help pour plaster molds for the show. Pizza will be
there. Tamara can use “HELP” with the juniors. She
(Continued on page 3)
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ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS

NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN

THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR
THEIR TIME.

VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER
PARTICIPANT!

CLUB OFFICERS

President Dale Miller
1* Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes) Emie Stewert
2" Vice Pres (Programs) Harold Hoskison

3" Vice Pres (Field Trips)
4™ Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)

Irene Stemple/Brian Bowles
Tamara Wilkins

Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson) Sam Howeth
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson) Deborah Hartz
Past President (Delegate at Large) Rick Litsinger
Secretary Tom McCormick
Treasurer - Finance Paula Truitt
Newsletter (The Hound’s Tale) Editor Mike Hartz

Show Chairperson Karen Cessna

STAFF AND CHAIRPERSONS

Show Dealers Chairperson Pat Ross

Show Publicity VACANT
Lapidary Department Chairperson Dale Miller
Building Chairperson Ray Badson
Maintenance VACANT
Grounds Chairperson Sam Howeth
Library Chairperson Donna Thomason
Historian Chairperson Ruth Cress
Jewelry Department Chairperson Sam Howeth
Hospitality Chairperson Deborah Hartz
Membership Chairman Pat Ross
Sunshine Marge Harrand

Welcome Chairperson
Donations Chairman
Long Range Planning

International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson

Veronica Murday
Rick Litsinger
Dale Miller

Joyce Speed
Lanita Baskerville

Telephone calling Chairperson

Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) OPEN

Educational Outreach — School Curriculum Steve and Mary Hilliard
Webmaster Jeremy Dubhros
Graphic Designer Darcy Sety

THE HOUNDGS TALE

Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral
Club.

ADS AND ARTICLES

Lapidary related ads and articles from members of
AGMC are welcomed. They will be placed on a space
available basis, first in first out. Include your name
and contact information.

Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz

Deadline date for ads and articles
is the 15" of the month.
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(August minutes continued from page 2.)
needs some help from the youth to help with the
show (or adults or anyone).

Delegate at Large — Sam Howeth

Sam could not be present because of car
problems but he asked Dale to give thanks to
Tom McCormick for getting someone to work
on the A/C. There is still some work that needs
to be done on the HVAC and it will be brought
up at the next board meeting.

Newsletter: Mike Hartz)

Mike has been receiving more articles. He can
use more from any field trips you have been on
and interesting places you have been. Please
send them in. If teachers have any changes to
their classes please send them to Mike for the
newsletter by the 15™ of the month so he can
include them. You can submit via email to the
link on the web site for Newsletter or to his
personal email or phone him.

Dale: The “Go” section of the Star Telegram
is a good place to put in show information. There
is a cost for two times. It is $970.00.Dale asked
if there was a motion to approve the cost.
Motion made, seconded, and passed.

Old Business:

Second Delegate at Large — Deborah Hartz was
nominated and the membership voted to approve
her for membership to the board.

Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand

Sent “Thinking of You” cards to Marilyn Scholl
and Bill Giles; get-well cards to Ruth Cress,
Dale Miller, Rick Litsinger, and Carol Abbott;
and sympathy cards to Bob Boyd and family and
his mother Ruth.

New Business:

Survey of club site — Board presented a request
to the membership to spend up to $2,500.00 for a
survey of the club location. Carl Wells has
agreed to be in charge of the effort. He is getting
bids from 3 different surveyors. Reason is
because there is a question about the property
line with the new neighbors. Motion made and
seconded. Some discussion was held.
Membership voted to approve motion to allocate
the $2,500.00.

The Club seemed concerned about the financial
position and Dale asked Paula to summarize our
financial position. Paula explained we have more
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than enough and has gone to the board with a
report on the position.

There has been an Ad Hoc committee set up to
investigate the finances and what should be done
to prioritize the funds in the checking account.
Emie Stewart — Request for approval for a digital
programmable burn out oven for the lost wax
casting classes. With this kiln being
programmable it can run the burn-out cycle
safely without requiring someone to be

present for the full six hours or longer cycles.
She has found a suitable kiln on sale in Ft. Worth
for a significantly lower price with no shipping
charges. Motion made and seconded to approve
the purchase. Motion was approved by the
membership vote.

Guests: Veronica
Susan Nelson Thomas Hess

John Powell — Has a contact to acquire
embroidered shirts with the club logo and name.
He will set up a sign-up sheet for those that wish
to participate.

Door Prizes and Raffle
Badge/Sign In

Roger Coleman Mariposite
Eva Snapka Specimen

Raffle:

Sandra Brazzale Pickled Peppers Jar

Gerald Gideon Dollar Bill Ring

Frank O’Donley Figs

Auangyn Luo Limestone

Frank O’Donley - Breakfast: The next one will
be at Tom’s Grill and Diner at Cooper and 130
on Wednesday August 20 at 9:00 am.

Show set up: Harold Hoskison

No vehicle access and only one ramp to unload.
There are only three roll up dock level doors.
Harold will be there for set up from 8 — 8:00.
The room is one third the size of what we have
had in the past. This year we will have to limit
some things because of 27 dealers. The room
has no room for display cases, demos, silent
auction, etc. We are trying to get permission to
use the lobby for them. Karen is going over to
meet with them later in the week.

(Continued on page4)
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(August minutes continued from page 3.)
Show Report — Karen Cessna

We really, really, really need help. Friday there
needs to be set up help. We need to help dealers
move to their spaces. The set up also needs to
drape some of the tables.

Four critical areas that need help: 1) set up; 2)
security people; 3) club booth (Carl Wells in
charge), and display cases.

Karen discussed efforts she has made with
advertising.

Business Meeting Adjourned at 9:07

Submitted by:
Tom McCormick
Secretary

HOSTESS

Deborah Hartz
Hey fellow members: You are the greatest.
Thanks again for being so awesome and
generous in bringing foods to share at the
meeting. September I have only two signed up
on the list. Need some members who have not
brought to take part. Of course anyone may
bring foods. I wouldn’t want to discourage any
one who wants to bring food. It is always
appreciated and will always be eaten. AGMC
members like to eat, but can only do so if you all
take an active part. I know the show will have
just ended and we are asking you to bring food
for the dealers’ dinner. The show will be over,
but not the year. So, looking forward to seeing
you all at the show and then on Tuesday for the
meeting. Help me to help serve you.
(Check recipe next page)

EDITORIS CORNER

Mike Hartz
Just one more plug for our show. The
show is what I like to refer as a “Benefit
Show”. It’s for your benefit and mine.
This is the major source of our funds for
the year. So if you have not volunteered
your services for the show please do so.
You can check the sign up sheets at the
club. Also, take some flyers with you to
places where you do business — barber
shops, beauty salons, boutiques...the list
is endless.
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POLAR STAR

By Deborah Hartz
The Polar Star
diamond replica
to the left was
faceted by Alec
Gallia. Itis
faceted from
clear quartz and

weighs 51.5

carats.
REPLICA CUTBY | India s thought
ALEC GALLIA. Photo | !0 be the origin
Mike Hartz O.f a rough

diamond

(original size
unknown) named the Polar Star with a long and
sometimes mysterious past. Joseph Bonaparte,
Napoleon I’s older brother is the first known
owner. He acquired the jewel while he was King
of Spain and Italy. After being dethroned he
sold it to the famous Russian crown head
Princess Tatiana Youssoupov along with the
famous Pelegrina Pearl. The diamond remained
in the family so to speak, for over a century. In
the 1920’s Cartier’s purchased the diamond.
Then in the 1980’s a dealer in Sri Lanka became
the owner for a purchase price of eight million
Swiss francs.

The Polar Star Diamond is a cushion shaped cut
diamond of 41.29 carats. It is an eight points star
with rare purity and a brilliant luster. It was cut
to perfection and can be balanced on the culet,
due to the perfect symmetry of the pavilion.

The name Polar Star indicates mathematical
equations with many angles and points making a
quadric surface. This was first studied, applied,
and developed in the early 1800°s. Add Polaris
to this name. Polaris appears to be a near star,
but is actually a three star cluster, maintaining a
constant position used in navigation charting
routes and finding bearings. Of course this is a
hypothesis. Its name may have merely meant a
brilliant star of ice.

Faceters have now replicated the cut of this
famous diamond. Instructions can be found in
the Texas FacetersGuild's book of instruction
one of which will soon be found in the AGMC
library.

Bibliography: Encyclopedia Britannica and Fact Sheet from
the Texas Faceters’ Guild and the web.
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BISCOTTI

Sue Poarch
(Recipe from August Meeting as requested)
Basic Recipe Preheat oven 350 degrees
5 whole eggs
1 egg separated
2-% cups sugar
1-teaspoon vanilla
3-% cups flour*
1-teaspoon baking powder
ls-teaspoon salt
* (half whole wheat/half unbleached white)

For Cranberry/Pistachio
1-teaspoon ground cinnamon
Grated zest from 1 orange

1- cups dried cranberries
1-% cups pistachios

For Ginger/Almond/White Chocolate
Decrease sugar by % cup

1-teaspoon ground ginger

2/3 cup finely chopped candied ginger

%, cups chopped toasted almonds (toast about 7
minutes)

%, cups white chocolate chips

Line two baking sheets with parchment paper or
coat with cooking spray. (Paper preferred).

In a large mixing bowl, whisk 5 eggs + separated
yolk thoroughly with sugar, add vanilla and
whisk in.

In another bowl, stir together flour with
remaining dry ingredients. Fold egg mixture into
flour mixture. Add cranberry ingredients or
Ginger almond ingredients.

Divide dough in half. Form each half into a 4 x
12 inch log place on baking sheet.

In small bowl, stir reserved egg white until
frothy. Brush onto logs. Bake 25 to 30 minutes.

Remove from oven. Place on racks. Turn oven
temp. down to 325.

Cool logs until warm and can be handled. Slice
logs crossways into % inch slices. Return slices
to baking sheet, not touching. Place back into
oven for 10 minutes.

Remove sheets from oven. Using tongs, turn
slices over and return oven for an additional 10
minutes.

Remove slices to cooling racks. Once cool, store
in airtight containers.
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JUNIORS

In July juniors met to learn about and make
fused glass.

In August three of our juniors began learning
about wire wrapped jewelry. They were
introduced to the type of tools needed, how to
use them, and began by forming spring pendants
to hold 4mm spheres. They experimented with
the wire and began to create their own designs.
Sunday the 17™ again three juniors along with
their leader and parents met to work with plaster
to create models to sell at their show booth.

FOR SALE
Prest-O-Lite Air/Acetylene Basic Torch Kit1J S
sells for $136.95, (plus acetylene tank is full)
Value $145. Asking $99, or Best Offer.
Craftsman Professional 10" Stationary Radial
Arm Saw Sears selling $649.99 Never Used.
Asking $395. or Best Offer.
Prefer cash, U S or bank money order, lay-a-
way, or Visa/Master Card.

If interested please contact Sharon Perdasofpy
via the Hound’s Tale editor on the AGMC web
site.

TOOL TIME

Emie Stewart
Miniature sanding sticks to help remove the
dreaded firescale on sterling can easily be made.
Take a rectangular wooden stick, 1/8 inch thick
and % inch wide, and cut it to preferred length (I
prefer 4 inches). Cut a strip of 600 grit sand
paper 1 inch wide and 2 inches long. Place a
piece of masking tape on the grit side of the
paper, along the top and bottom edges, allowing
the tape to extend about half the width of the
tape beyond the sandpaper top and bottom, and
about Y4 inch beyond the length on both ends.
Place the wooden stick on the back side of the
paper, at one end of the length, and fold the
width of the paper over the stick about % inch
(this prevents the wooden stick from coming in
contact with your sterling). Using a blunt edge,
score the paper where it meets the stick, fold
over the stick and tape. Score the next place, and
fold and tape, continuing until you reach the end
of the paper. Tape that end to the stick. Label
the stick with the grit of the paper. You now
have a miniature sanding stick. When the face of
the paper becomes smooth, simply tear it away
and you have a fresh face underneath.
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AGMC Class Schedule
Emie Stewart

September

The title of the chain making class, taught by
Mary Owren, has been expanded to reflect the
fact that the class also covers wire wrapping and
other techniques for making jewelry with wire in
addition to chain making. The class, usually
taught on the second Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to
noon, has been rescheduled to 1:00 p.m. to 4:00
p-m. on the second Saturday. However, there
was no class on August 9. Class will resume on
September 13

NEW: Wax Carving & Casting
Thursdays, beginning September 4, 7 — 10 PM
Instructor: Emie Stewart

Cab Class
First Saturday, September 6, 1 —4 PM
Instructor: Dale Miller

Wire Wrapping
Second Saturday, September 13,9 AM — Noon
Instructor: Michael Hartz

Chain Making & Wire Jewelry OPEN
2nd Saturday, September 12, 1 —4 PM
Instructor: Mary Owren

Faceting: Beginning Sept. 17
Wednesdays, 7-9 PM
Instructor: Frank Krystinik/Mike Knuth

Glass Fusing: Advanced CLOSED

Second Sunday, September 14, Noon —4 PM
Fourth Saturday, 27, 9 - Noon

Instructor: Becky Downey

Glass Fusing: Beginners

First Saturday, September 6, 9 — 1 PM

Third Saturday, September 20, Noon —4 PM
Instructor: Lois McCormick

Silversmithing
Instructors: Sam Howeth/Rick Litsinger

Level 101 CLOSED
Fridays 7—- 10 PM

Level 102 OPEN
Wednesdays 7 - 10 PM

Level 201 CLOSED
Mondays 7 - 10 PM

Silversmithing Lab OPEN
1* Saturday, September 6, 1 —4 PM
3" Saturday, September 20, 8 — Noon

October (Tentative)

Cab Class

First Saturday, September 6, 1 —4 PM
Instructor: Dale Miller

Wax Carving & Casting
Thursdays, 7 — 10 PM
Instructor: Emie Stewart

Wire Wrapping CLOSED
Second Saturday, October 11, 9AM — Noon
Instructor: Michael Hartz

Chain Making & Wire Jewelry OPEN
Second Saturday, October 11, 1 —4 PM
Instructor: Mary Owren

Faceting
Wednesdays, 7-9 PM
Instructor: Frank Krystinik/Mike Knuth

Glass Fusing: Advanced CLOSED
Second Sunday, October 12, Noon — 4 PM
Fourth Saturday, October 25, 9 - Noon
Instructor: Becky Downey
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Glass Fusing: Beginners

First Saturday, October 4, 9 — 1 PM

Third Saturday, October 18, Noon —4 PM
Instructor: Lois McCormick

Silversmithing
Instructors: Sam Howeth/Rick Litsinger

Level 101 OPEN
Fridays 7— 10 PM

Level 102 OPEN
Wednesdays 7 - 10 PM

Level 201 CLOSED
Mondays 7 - 10 PM

Silversmithing Lab OPEN
1** Saturday, October 4, 1 —4 PM
3" Saturday, October 18, 8 — Noon
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September 2008

AGMC ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5| SHOP OPEN 9AM-12pm 6
SILVER SMITHING 201] BUSINESS MEETING | SILVER SMITHING 102 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 GLASS FUSING 102
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:30 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 9AM-1PM
FELLOWSHIP 7:00PM CASTING CABBING CLASS &
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM SILVERSMITHING LAB
1-4PM
7 8 9 10 11 12 9AM-NOON 13
SILVER SMITHING 201 SILVER SMITHING 102 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN,
. . 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM JUNIORS MEETING,
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM CASTING WIRE WRAPPING.
. . 1PM-4PM CHAINMAKING &
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WIRE JEWELRY
14 15 16 17 18 19 SHOP OPEN 20
GLASS FUSING 101 |SILVER SMITHING 201l FREE WORK SHOP | SILVER SMITHING 102 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 9AM-NOON
NOON-4PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00PM - 9:00PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM SILVER SMITHING LAB
DiEADLINE FO'R THE FACETING CASTING 8AM-NOON
HOUND'S TALE 7-9 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM GLASS FUSING 102
NOON - 4PM
21 22 23 24 25 26 SHOP OPEN 27
SILVER SMITHING 201 SILVER SMITHING 102 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 9AM-NOON
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM GLASS FUSING 101
FA7C9E;|'\’;‘G CASTING 9AM- NOON
) 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
AFMS & SCFMS SHOW, HUMBLE, TX
28 29 30
AFMS & SILVER SMITHING 201 BOARD MEETING
SCFMS 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00 PM
SHOW
HUMBLE,
I AGMC ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 SHOP OPEN 9AM-12PM 4
SILVER SMITHING 201l SILVER SMITHING 102 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 [ 5 acs FuSING 102
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 9AM-1PM
FACETING CASTING CABBING CLASS &
7-9PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM SILVERSMITHING LAB
1-4PM
5 6 7 8 9 10 SHOP OPEN, 11
SILVER SMITHING 201 BUSINESS MEETING | SILVER SMITHING 102 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 | JUNIORS MEETING,
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:30 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WIRE WRAPPING
' ' FELLOWSHIP 7:00PM F/;CQE;"\’A\‘G CASTING CHNn?@\AKﬁch;F’ZquE
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM JEWELRY 1PM-4PM
12 13 14 15 16 17 SHOP OPEN 18
GLASS FUSING 101 [S|LVER SMITHING 201 SILVER SMITHING 102 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 9AM-NOON
NOON-4PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM SILVER SMITHING LAB
: s FACETING 7PM-9 PM CASTING 8AM-NOON
DEAD LINE FOR THE 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM GLASS FUSING 102
HOUND'S TALE ' ' NOON - 4PM
19 20 21 22 23 24 SHOP OPEN 25
SILVER SMITHING 201] FREE WORK SHOP [ SILVER SMITHING 102 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 9AM-NOON
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00PM - 9:00PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM GLASS FUSING 101
. : FACETING CASTING 9AM- NOON
7-9PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
26 27 28 29 30 31
SILVER SMITHING 201] BOARD MEETING | SILVER SMITHING 102 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
. : FACETING CASTING
7-9PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
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