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Business meeting and program 1% Tuesday 7:30PM
AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM

.«PRESIDENTOS ADDRESS

Dale Miller

Our next meeting will be November 4, yes Election Day. The
results will not be known until late so there is no need to skip the
meeting to watch the media talk and talk and talk.

International Gem & Jewelry Show was slow. The people who were
there were not spending like they have in years past. Also there
was a thief who came into the club booth after hours. This person
rummaged in some boxes and stole several items. | have been
working the INTERGEM show twice a year for 15 years and this is
the first time | have lost anything. Lesson learned. | will remove
any valuable items every night and bring them back the next day.

I will be at the Victoria, TX show and the Austin show.
Hope to see some of you there.

Dale

Future Happenings.

Dale Miller

November 4
AGMC meeting at the club building 7:30 (fellowship at 7
PM)

Dec. 2
AGMC meeting at the club building 7:30 (fellowship at 7
PM)

Dec. 13
Christmas Party at the Club building.


http://www.agemclub.org

EDITORIS CORNER

Mike Hartz
Itds amazing how fast the year goes by. Soon it
will be time to elect our club officers. It should be
no surprise to those of us who have been long term
members just what kind of problems can develop if
the wrong person gets the top positition in our club.
As for me | would fully endorse Dale Miller for
another term as president this year. Dale has done
a fantastic job each time she has held the
presidency.

On another note, you will recall that Sam Howeth
resigned as delegate at large. Since the last
meeting | have become aware that Sam Howeth
has also resigned from teaching the silver smithing
classes. Sam has been a significant contributor to
our club for many years. His dedication to the club
is outstanding he is an invaluable teacher, sounding
board, and hard worker. Sam, Thanks buddy.

HOSTESS
Deborah Hartz

What a great spread of food and variety we had last
month. You are all awesome. Again there are only
two members who signed up to bring goodies for
November. Donna is subbing for me this month.
Help her if need be.

Next month you will need to sign-up to bring for
the December 2™ club meeting. There will be
another list going around for the Christmas Party.
Be sure to sign-up to bring items and put it on your
list of things to do. December gets kind of busy so
be sure and mark this one to your list of fito dods.o

Remember dear club members drinks from the frig.
are fifty cents each and coffee is twenty-five cents.

If you see a spill whether it is water, coffee, soda,
sugar, or creamer please help us all out by cleaning
it up. It doesnit take much to encourage unwanted
inhabitants.

Have a great Thanksgiving Day and ldll see you in
December!
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ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID IN
THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID FOR
THEIR TIME.

VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER
PARTICIPANT!!

CLUB OFFICERS

President

1% Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)
2" Vice Pres (Programs)

3" Vice Pres (Field Trips)

4" Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)

Past President (Delegate at Large)

Secretary

Treasurer - Finance

Newsletter (The Houndos Tale) Editor Mike Hartz
Show Chairperson Karen Cessna
Membership Pat Ross

STAFF AND CHAIRPERSONS

Dale Miller
Emie Stewert

Harold Hoskison

Irene Stemple/Brian Bowles
Tamara Wilkins

Ray Wilkes

Rick Litsinger

Tom McCormick

Paula Truitt

Show Dealers Chairperson

Show Publicity VACANT
Lapidary Department Chairperson Dale Miller
Building Chairperson Ray Badson
Maintenance VACANT
Grounds Chairperson

Library Chairperson Donna Thomason
Historian Chairperson Ruth Cress

Jewelry Department Chairperson

Hospitality Chairperson Deborah Hartz
Membership Chairman Pat Ross

Sunshine Marge Harrand
Welcome Chairperson Veronica Murday
Donations Chairman Rick Litsinger
Long Range Planning Dale Miller
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson Joyce Speed
Telephone calling Chairperson Lanita Baskerville
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) OPEN
Educational Outreach T School Curriculum Steve and Mary Hilliard
Webmaster Jeremy Dubhros
Graphic Designer Darcy Sety

THE HOUNDSS TALE

Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club.

ADS AND ARTICLES

Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out. Include your name and contact
information.

Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz

Deadline date for ads and articles
is the 15" of the month.
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ARLINGTON GEM AND
MINERAL CLUB

General Meeting Minutes
October 7, 2008

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was
called to order by Dale Miller at 7:22
SECRETARY?(S REPORT:
Tom McCormick
The minutes from the last meeting are both
posted on the bulletin board and in the
newsletter. There is a link on the club web site
for the club secretary.
TREASURER(S REPORT: Paula
Truitt (absent for General Meeting)
The report is posted on the bulletin board in the
back.
Dale signed the gas lease. Received a check for
$49,018.50. She polled the board members and
received approval to take out two CDds. One is
for 7 months for $20K at 3.2% APR and the
other is for 12 months for $30K at 4.00% APR.
Sue Poarch asked about results of survey of club
land. Carl Wells was not available but Ray
Batson has acquired the Platte numbers that are
registered from the Water Department.
CLASSES: Emie Stewart:
Classes are going well.
Thursday and Friday classes will meet as
scheduled during INTERGEM weekend.
Chain making will be rescheduled to the 3
Saturday because of INTERGEM.
Signup sheet for cabbing is on the bulletin board
Comment from Dale that those who sign up for
class but dondt show up will still be responsible
for the class fee.
PROGRAMS: Harold Hoskison
Tonight for October is the club auction
November is Memberfs Show and Tell
December is fiup in the airo but he is still
working on getting Frankds son to come. If not
there may be a program with the sphere maker
from the show.
FIELD TRIPS: Irene Stemple
None at this time
Possible trip Sunday Oct. 19 for local fossil
search. Will meet just off of White Settlement
Road in West Fort Worth outside the Loop 820.
JUNIORS T Tamara Wilkins
Still meeting this Saturday 9 T 12:00 working on
Christmas presents then can go to INTERGEM
afterwards. Tamara may not be available for
November but there will be a substitute.
SUNSHINE REPORT: Marge Harrand
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Sent a get-well card to Tom McCormick.
Sent fiThinking of Youo card to Tamara Wilkins.

DELEGATE AT LARGE 71 Deborah
Hartz
Someone had asked about silversmithing
equipment and since we now have three
instructors it should be more available.

HOSPITALITY 7T Deborah Hartz
Thanks for the food for tonight.

Need signups for food next month.
Donna Thomason will fill in for Deborah next
month so please help her out.

NEWSLETTER 1 Mike Hartz send
articles to the link on the AGMC Web Page or to
Mike directly
Mike has requested to keep the articles coming.
If anyone has not received their wire wrapping
instructions see Mike in back after meeting.
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15" of
the month.

SHOW REPORT: Karen Cessna
Karen really needs someone to take on
advertising for the next show.

PAST PRESIDENT: Rick Litsinger
Nothing new.

OLD BUSINESS:
Need to elect new Delegate at Large to replace
Sam Howeth. Nomination from the floor for Ray
Wilkes. Motion made, seconded and voted to
cast unanimous ballot for Ray Wilkes. Passed.
Some of the local children have been seen on top
of the building. It could be an insurance problem.
Will have to find way to limit access.

NEW BUSINESS:
Dale has set up a nominating committee for 2009
officers. The committee consists of Emie
Stewart, Karen Cessna and Lois McCormick.
The committee presents a cross section of the
club activities.
A life membership committee has also been set
up.
Ruth Cress, Historian, needs volunteers to right
letters to congress in regards to House Bill
regarding regulating fossil hunting. If you can
help please contact Ruth.
Ruth does the annual club history book and
needs submissions of photos and articles for
2008. Her work has recently won Gold Awards
for both the SCFMS and AFMS History Book
competition.
INTERGEM set up Wed. and Thurs. The show is
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The set up is
how the club pays for our table at the show.
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VISITORS:
Marlin Seghetti
Al Gallia (Alexds son)
Sheryl Leithner
Roberts Family (Jane, Tammy & James)
David Summers
Louis & Winifred Hills Jr.

Business Meeting Adjourned at 7:50

Submitted by:
Tom McCormick
Secretary

RHYOLITE-

THE BEAUTIFUL ROCK

Ruth Riza
| teach Anthropology at the community college,
and | am supposed to understand not only the
history of man, but the history of the earth as
well. Our earth and itds environment shapes our
behavior and our way of life. Our life is easy
most of the time. We complain if our soup is too
hot, or too cold, if our cars donft start, if they get
scratched or bumped. The people who preceded
us were not so lucky.
After having just returned from having my knees
in a ditch in Arizona for the better part of six
days, I understand more about those who went
before us. This is my second trip, and | was
accompanied by two trusty friends, one of which
has had two semesters in Geology. Also, a bit of
information came my way on this trip, namely,
that it is difficult to find a rock in Arizona that
has not been licked at least three times by
unknown sources.
On day five, we trekked into the Dragoon
Mountains, Coronado National Forest, which
was the stronghold of Cochise for fifteen years,
while he deftly hid from the calvary. Coronado
National Forest is but two miles from Tombstone
on Middlemarch Road, a small dirt road that runs
off of Highway 80. When three brave souls
turned on Middlemarch Road, we encountered a
sign that read "Primitive Road". Hm, primitive
road, eh? It had ruts and washes that would
swallow up a Volkswagen whole. Lots of
vegetation for the mountain lions to hide in, and
tall golden grass as cover for the snakes.
We stopped at a wash about five miles down the
"primitive road", pulled the truck over and began
inspecting the ground in the one hundred degree
Arizona heat. | was none too impressed,
especially when a black pick- up came up the
road and stopped. The driver rolled the window
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down and shouted "You just leave all that gold
right where it is", "whatever" | shouted back
without looking up, and continued looking at
rocks in the wash. There it was...right on top, a
piece of broken igneous rock with evidence of
volcanic activity, in the form of bubbles that had
cooled and hardened on top of the rock. I looked
carefully at it, licked it, hmoed it and placed it in
the front seat, not with all the other specimens,
so | could study it.

At five am the next morning, | woke with the
rock calling me, and it has been calling me ever
since. A more beautiful specimen I could not
hope for. People spend weeks and months
looking for a specimen like that. The Chairman
of the Geology Department of TCCD, Southeast
campus, commented that it was very unfair of me
to have found an igneous rock, such as Rhyolite,
when all she ever found was sedimentary rocks.
Two other staff Geology Professors also admired
it, and passed it back and forth, and ohhéed and
ahded it. Our distinctly English host, the Motel
owner in Tombstone commented “that it looked
quite old, see...it has babeez" referring to the
nodules on the top of the rock, flashed me a
smile, and continued with his work.

The rock is composed of Rhyolite, which is
nothing more than a volcanic rock, that makes
beautiful jewelry. Rhyolite is a high silica lava
that is chemically the same as granite, but it is an
extrusive erupted rock and cools on the surface
rather than cooling underground. Rhyolite has a
typically dark glassy groundmass and has a
banded appearance. Rhyolite is typically found
in continental settings such as the Basin Range
of Southern Arizona.

The time period this rock was formed in was the
Mesozoic, a geological era from 245 to 65
million years ago, and the Cretaceous period was
the first and earliest part of that Mesozoic period.
I am like you, I can hardly remember what | was
doing last week, gee whiz, Mesozoic??
Mesozoic Paleogeography has it that the oceans
covered all of California about 185 MYA, and
Nevada during this period with strong rivers and
streams in the Tombstone, Bisbee area, which
would account for rock found in these areas that
hints at ocean origins. | for one, strongly believe
in a wet, and muddy past for Tombstone and the
Little Dragoon Mountains just outside of town,
and if you look hard enough and you get lucky
enough, I think you will find evidence.

So, the date on our rock specimen is somewhere
between 245 to 65 MYA, and most specifically it
seems to be common knowledge that the most
recent volcanic activity took place there about 25
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MYA, and that is about where this untrained eye
is placing this rock. This rock saw the Rocky
Mountains being formed, Cochise walk in, our
first ancestors walk in, and witnessed the wettest
part of Tombstonebs history. So, it was quite a
rewarding trip, with rewarding finds...we are
finding ourselves and our history again. Happy
trails, and happy rocking!!

For further research on this area, see the
following terms: Rhyolite, igneous rock, Notes
on the Geology of Southern Arizona by E.T.
Dumble, Houston, Texas Feb 1901, The
American Journal of Science, Vol 301, Nov
2001, P 755-772, Peter Swift and Eric Force.

NEW BOOKS AT THE

LIBRARY

Donna Thomason
The last two months, we have had several
donations to our library. Mr. Hal Hughey has
donated 14 wonderful books from his library.
And Paula Truitt donated a beautiful book on
gem stone cutting. Give a personal "Thank You
to Hal and Paula for the generous gifts they have
given all of us to share.
Here are the titles of the new book additions:
Donated by Paula Truitt, A.J.P.
1. American Cut, The first 100 Years by Al
Gilberson, G.G
Donated by Hal Hughey
2. Minerals and Rocks of Wyoming by Forrest
K. Root
3. Let's Look at Scottish Gemstones by Jock
Mimlin
4. A Guide to Field Identification - Minerals of
the World by George A Sorrell
5. The Fundamentals of Gemstone Carving by
Gordon S. Kennedy
6. Restringing Beads & Pearls by George Butts
7. The Week-end Gold Miner by A. H. Ryan,
PhD
8. Color Encyclopedia of Gemstones By Joel E.
Arem PhD, F.G.A.
9. Southwestern Mineral & Gem Trails by June
Culp Zeitner
10. Gemformation - A Primer in Gemology by
Orlando S. Paddock
11. Gem Cutter's Guide by Ronald J. Balej
12. Gem Trails of Texas by Bessie W. Simpson
13. Gem Trails of Utah by James R. Mitchell
14. Gemstones of the World by Walter
Schumann
15. Beyond the Glitter by Gerald L. Wykoff
New Purchases
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16. The Complete Encyclopedia of Fossils by
Ivan, Hrdlickova & Gregorova

17. The Discovery of Earth's Earliest Fossils -
Cradle of Life by J. William Schopf

18. Gemstones of Afghanistan by Gary W.
Bowersox, Bonita E. Chamberlin, PhD

19. Glameworking - Creating Glass Beads,
Sculptures & Functional Objects by Elizabeth
Ryland Means

20. Creative Stonesetting by John Cogswell
21. Wire Wrapping by Linda Chandler &
Christine Ritchey

In Deep Appreciation of Sam
Howeth

Emie Stewart
Teach a rockhound to cut a cab and you end up
with a box full of rocks. Teach him to fabricate
a setting for that cab, and you have created a
potential artist who can make a beautiful frame
for Mother Natureos artwork. The latter is Sam
Howethds legacy to the Arlington Gem and
Mineral Club, and we wish to recognize and
thank him for his dedication to the club.

Sam joined the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club
approximately 17 years ago, and was elected to
life membership in 2002. He quickly became
one of the integral components that distinguish
AGMC as a teaching club. Sam developed the
curriculum for and taught silversmithing and
goldsmithing at the club for approximately
17years. His silversmithing course typically
lasted for about 18 months, after which he taught
goldsmithing and repair to the graduating
students. Several of Samds former students have
gone on to design, fabricate, and sell their work
at art shows, galleries, and retail locations.
Conservatively speaking, Sam has probably
taught over 400 club members how to fabricate
(with) silver.

In Samds classes, you not only learned how to
fabricate (with) silver, you also learned why it
behaves as it does. From chemical equations to
metallurgy, Sam brought the science of
silversmithing to life. Who else could have
explained the point so well? Sam also enjoyed
sharing the history of silversmithing with his
students, and how the Native Americans came to
be recognized as leading artisans in silver. He
was particularly fond of Navajo, Hopi, and Zuni
craftsmanship, and included exercises in those
techniques in his classes. In addition to
silversmithing, Sam taught electro-plating and
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gave demonstrations on making hollow silver
beads, silver boxes, and silver buttons.

Samods contributions to the club went beyond
teaching. Sam donated his nurserymands
experience to the club by helping to plant and
maintain the grounds. He was also a delegate-at-
large for many years, faithfully serving on the
clubds executive board and bringing member
concerns to the boardds attention. Sam was a
cheerful presence at club functions, and knew
most people by name. He was an enthusiastic
champion of the buffet table prior to club
meetings, and could often be found holding forth
in a small group near the desserts. By the way,
in case you don6t know what Samos favorite pie
is, see the end of this article. *

Sam was born in Texas and grew up in Alvarado.
He graduated with a masters degree from the
University of Dallas. In his professional career,
Sam was an electro-mechanical engineer. He
contributed to many high level projects, and
traveled the world as part of his career. He spent
quite a bit of time in Japan, even picking up
some of the Japanese language. Sam is also
familiar with the German, French, and Russian
languages.

Sam has built a firm foundation for teaching
silversmithing, and set a standard of excellence
for quality work. AGMC is deeply grateful for
the many hours he has selflessly donated to the
club and for his willingness to share his
knowledge and experience with its members.

Thank you, Sam.

*Samés favorite pie? Why, round, of course!!

Restrictions on Collecting

Excert from the AFMS president SNirley Leeson
message October 2008 AFMS Newsletter

The Paleo bill (HR 554) gained momentum in a
big way just before the House and Senate
convened for their filate summer vacationo. We
were energized by Congressman John Culberson,
R, 7th District West Houston, Texas who is a
rockhound himself and said he needed each
rockhound throughout the U.S. to contact their
congressman and let them know their feelings on
the issue. We believe this bill will go directly to
the floor to be voted on by all the congressmen.
There is a wonderful letter that was sent to a
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congressman in San Diego County by a
rockhound/professional geologist who tells it
like it is and will be if this bill is passed. One
line of his inspirational letter is this: fino one
should have his access to knowledge restricted
so that only a few anointed experts can pursue
fossil collection and study.o (See the letter
below). (Feel free to use some of its ideas in
your own letter!) Remember, this land that they
are taking away from us for the collection of
fossils says, fiThis land is YOUR land.0 Oh
really!

THIS MAY BE OUR LAST

CHANCE!

from Shirley Leeson, AFMS President
From the October 2008 AFMS Newsletter

The following e-mail was sent by a professional
geologist and fellow rockhound. 1 believe it
really "tells it like it is" and should give you
some ideas about what you can say when you
call or write to your own Congressman. This bill
isn't going away and it looks like it will be called
to a vote by the full House of Representatives
before they adjourn for their “election break”,
but almost certainly before they adjourn at the
end of the year. (when this session ends and all
not-passed bills "die™.) If you've not yet
contacted your representative, | urge you to do so
now - before it's too late for us to make a
difference!

Following is an email letter to a representative as
it appeared in the October 2008 AFMS
Newsletter

This e-mail is in regard to Bill HR 554.

Bill HR 554 would make it a crime for
individuals to collect fossils on public lands. |
am a registered professional geologist with a half
century of experience working as a geologist,
which includes the collecting of fossils. 1
believe Bill HR 554 is ill advised and
unnecessary. | have been involved in voluntary
teaching of geology, including fossils, to school
children and adults. This is a pastime that
millions of Americans practice and enjoy. | do
not understand the purpose of restricting and
criminalizing their free exercise of their right to
use THEIR public lands. There are trillions of
fossils in the rocks within the United States. The
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collecting of a few thousand or even tens of
thousands of fossils each year will not deplete
this resource in 1,000 centuries nor does it
contribute any significant environmental impact.
To appoint bureaucrats and law enforcement
individuals, who are untrained in paleontology,
to enforce this dumb law is ludicrous and another
waste of taxes. | find it incredible that with all
the problems facing this country you folks in
Washington are wasting your time and our
money on such absurdly silly legislature.

A few paleontologists want to restrict their
fellow Americans so that they alone can pursue
this hobby. It is a hobby for them too, because
people cannot make a living as paleontologists
unless we taxpayers support them with grants of
our money. No one should have his access to
knowledge restricted so that only a few anointed
experts can pursue fossil collection and study.
Many of the finds and much research in
paleontology occurs as a result of amateur and
semi-professional research and collecting. What
is next? Will only librarians be allowed to use
the libraries or only biologists be allowed to go
fishing? If this bill is passed, a family on a
weekend outing can be jailed and fined for
picking up a fossil even if they do not recognize
it as a fossil. How do we restrict children from
picking up a fossil any more than restricting
them from picking a wild flower or catching a
butterfly? Children need to explore nature to be
children. Our scientists including the very
paleontologists promoting this law come from a
childhood curiosity that includes pastimes like
fossil collecting. | became a geologist because of
a childhood pastime of collecting fossils, which
began at the age of 8 years. In my professional
career, | have added billions of dollars in
resources to our nationds benefit. Many other
geologists share the same background and have
made similar contributions. You have to decide
if the passage of this stupid Bill HR 554 is worth
the price of further diminishing our nationds
available energy and mineral resources and our
future supply of scientists. Or perhaps in the
future we can also import our scientists from
China too?

I urge you to vote against Bill HR 554.
Sincerely,

Eugene V. Ciancanelli California Professional
Geologist #357
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If you do send a letter to your representative it
could be similar to the previous one or how you
feel the Bill would impact you and future
generations who have an interest and love for
things. Be sure to sent to your representative and
sign your name please let Ruth Cress know.

CALL FOR ENTRIES

Emie Stewart

Lark Books, publishers of the 500 series and Masters
series, has published a call for entries for their latest
project, 500 Gem and Stone Jewels (working title). This
project is a 420-page, full color survey of contemporary
jewelers using gemstones in their designs. This book will
be juried by Cindy Edelstein. All jewelry forms, such as
rings, bracelets, necklaces, earrings, and brooches are
welcome. Diverse materials, from rough, natural stones
to fully faceted precious gems are desired. All design and
setting styles are welcome. Jewelers whose work is
selected for inclusion will receive full acknowledgement
in the book, a complimentary copy of the book, and
discounts on the future purchase of books. Aurtists retain
copyright to their work. No entry fee is required.
Submissions must be postmarked by December 12, 2008.
For more information on submitting images, see
www.larkbooks.com/submissions/artist-submissions.

EQUIPMENT WANTED

Bill Hildebrand is looking for a used grinding /
polishing machine similar to a Pixie, Genie, etc.,
and a used trim saw.

If anyone has either of these two items that they
would be willing to sell then contact Bill. Or you
can email the AGMC editor and | will pass the
information on to Bill

Question: What is a rockhoundds favorite
cake?

Answer: Well a marble cake of course!
Submitted by: Julia Hartz
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2008 Show in Pictures

Photots by Mark Brownmiller

BILL AND LOIS PATILLO

KIDS CORNER
ROCK FOOD TABLE

GEM IDENTIFICATION and Faceting SILENT AUCTION

DALE MILLER AND DELBERT SPEED CARL AND NOVA WELLS
AT LAND OF IMAGES

A special thanks to Mark Brownmiller for the photods.
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